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On Fe —_ Virtue, with intellectual 
Accomplilhments. 
1 Tim. 11. 8, 9. 
1 will — that avomen adorn themſelves wit 
Sobriety. 


Po. W. 5, 6, 8, 9. 
Cet Wiſtom, get Underſtanding. _ ſake lier not, 
and ſbe ſball preſerve thee : owe her, and ſhe 
fall keep themFxait her, and jhe ſhall pro- 
mote tee She ſhall give to thy head an or- 
namenj of grace: @ crown. of plory fhail jbe 


 delwer ta thee, Page * 
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5 On Female Piety. 

: 1 Tin. ii. 10. | 

i becometh women profeſing Godlineſi. 

| Y PRO V. XxXxi. 30. 

gur is deceitful, and“ beauty is Vain: but a 
= woman thats feareth the Tor 4, fbe ball be 
„, aiſed. P. 49 
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SERMON VIII. 


on Female Virtue, with TntelleQual | 
5 Accompliſhments 


bi Tim. li. 8, on 


toll that women adorn ithemſebyes with 
Sobrich. 


p RO V. iv. 5, 6, 8, 9. 


Ct iam, get Luderſtanding.— £oxjaks 
her nat, and fhe hall, preſerve thee : laue 
her, and fhe fhall keep thee. —FExalt her, 
: = and j/he fhall promote thee.-—dh: ſhall give 
„ thy head an ornament of grace: a crown 
IJ gory hall jhe deliver to thee. 


% N the ſubject of Intellectual Ac- 
4 compliſnments much remains to be 
ata time when they are neglected 
3 many women, who, if they read at 
ad only for a little tranſient amuſe- 


ent, they cannot, ſure, conſid lering their 
* OL, II. B 2 
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importance, be inculcated too ſtrong!; . 
They may, it is true, be perverted. Who 
is there of the greateſt moment, that ma 
not? Becauſe works fit only for the ve. 
of darkneſs have been wrought in the f:: 


of day, does it follow that “ light 1: 


*6 not {weet, or that it is not a pleaſai! 


6 thing for the eyes to behold the ſun 


or that benefits innumerable are not de 
rived to mankind from the reſplende: 
Iuminaries of Nature? Were theſe «©: 


tinguiſhed, what were this world? An; 
what, think ye, muſt be that mind where 


all is enveloped in a night of ignorance : 
% For the foul,” {avs Solomon, to 6: 


„without knowledge is not good.“ . 
ſo great a defect do we not ſee every d. 


the unhappy conſequences in the condu 
of both 1cxes ? | : 


With regard to yours, my belov: F 
Nfters, I am willing to impute much 
the folly and miſery that involve mu 
tudes of women, not to their being aa 


gether unacquainted with the main o. 
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Rives of their duty, traced by the hand of 
Cod on every heart a little more or a 
(tle leſs clearly; but to their want of 


1 * ** 


t hat reliſh for knowledge, and of thoſe 
attaiaments in it, which certainly tend to 
Sexclude many temptations, and to tortity 
againſt the influence of others, On this 
9 Zacconnt, I mutt again and again urge the 
culture of your Minds. Tour Virtue, your 

Sobricty is intimately concerned in it. 
Wa hat mall be my firſt argument: its con- 
Znction with your dignity or figure in lite 
| Stall be my ſecond; and my third ſhall 
Wwe on its uſefulnets to promote your 
7 confort and felicity ; confiderations {ure- 
þ 0 5 bar merit © your attention, | pray God 


A ” 
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* 
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N 1 1 with ſhowing, that he Intel- 
: Jbecual Accompliſhments bric y detineated 

Bm the prereding difcourfe will have 4 
| x 1 to exclude many tenptatiovs. 
'Y 1 r. what dangerous refourees arc the gene- 
7 ot young women driven ll the Jov | 
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of pleaſure and amuſement, ill directe 
Having formed no taſte for thoſe th: 
ariſe from reading, writing, agreeable. rc 

flexions, and rational converſation, the. 
p:ihons, naturally ardent, fly without pre. 
vious examination to every object whi 

flatters that ardour by promiſing all 1 
vivacity of joy. In this career, it is no! 
difficult to conceive what ſnares may entræ 
Beauty, and what habits may corrupt Inno- 
cence. When firſt entered on, it is ves; 
poſſible that no evil is intended. For tha 
very reaſon none is fuſpected; and this cor 

fidence betrays. When Vice begins to un. 
veil her Caring front, Conſcience is ſtartle. 
and ſhrinks from the monſter, Put curio“ 

ty, opportunity, importunity, the flatteric: 


of {c!t-deceit, the dreams of youthful fancy, 


the bias of laſhion, the fear of banter ſhou!:! 
they venture to oppoſe ; all theſe concu: 
with the powers of darkneſs in miſleading 
the poor vnexpericenced adventurers: and 
10 courſes, of which the bare idea filed 
them at a diſtance with horror, familiarit:, 


at laſt, reconciles them; if not ſo fa: if 


8 — 2 2 
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* 
to procure real or thorough approba- 
© far enough however to engage per- 
IT: attended with a feeling of te- 
| . Rorſe that gradually abates, til! they are 
len inextricably entangled in u thicket of 
ul and wretchedneis. 


1 "£1: 
* 


What numbers of miſerable beings are 
how loſt there, whoſe firſt deviations 
were occahoned by nothing more than a 
lehre of eſcaping from inactivity or dul- 


pets to ſomething that might divert or era- 
oy! But had an early love of books pre- 


Fenicd this languor, by furniſhing at home 
2 harmleſs and varied entertainment, ſuch 
4s was adapted to give play even to the 
Jivchiett imagination, there had been evi- 
3 ently much leſs inducement to ſeck it 


| 1 Abroad; and many a ſoul that is at this 

4 day hurrying on to deſtruction, might 
= 3 T obably, in that caſe, have been walk 
= . with Wiſdom and Happinels, Nor 
| 3 3 | have you think, that I ſpeak of | 


ole only who have broke through all 
B 4 


8 SERMON vn. 


the reſtraints of decorura, There are 
thouſand tracts leading to fin and wo, 
beſide that infamous road to which 

hand of public cenſure is pointed. 


| The ſuppoſing, indeed, ſo wide a di 

tance between the - extremities of gu 

and its intermediate ſtages, is among th: 

| molt natural miſtakes of a mind defticuts 

ö of knowledge. Of this internal lig 

ö one of the great advantages is, to thro"? 

( ſuch, illumination on virtue aud vi 

| through all their eflential, and even mur 
| of cheir minute diltinftions, as. to mak ³P 
them to be diſcerned with clearne g, and fel © 5 

with conviction; while there riſe up. iv 

i | view nameleſs beauties. in, holineſs, ar 
nameleſs qeſormities in ſin, that paſs un 
heeded, by the dim inattentive eye of 
Underſtanding uninformed. This del: 
cacy of perception alone, in a breaſt no! 
yet corrupted by evil cuſtom, will cren | 

2 ſalutary dread: of many purſuits. and cor - 
nexiong, that often prove exceeding's lt 
burtful. In general, it ſeems obvious, Bl 
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« 8 


bat by how much more we at aequainted 


with our duty, by ſo much the juſter ap- 
15 rchenſions we ſhall have of its import- 
Fance, and by ſo much the greater capacity 
cor performing it. 


{ Put the grand uſe of an affection for 
knowledge, as to the point beſore us, 1$ 
chat of preventing idleneſs and diſſipation, 
which it certainly does where ſuch aflec- 
2 tion is properly regulated; and this can- 
rot be repeated too frequently, nor preſted 
Þ too powerfully, The human mind was 
3 1 made for action. In virtuous action con- 
ſiſts its higheft enjoyment. It will not, 
Cannot continue long unemployed, eſpe- 
= cally during we ſprightly ſeaton of youth. 
keen feeble age finds its principal delight 
un cecollieCting the days of juvenile activity, 

and rehearſing the enterprizes which diſ- 
= <inguiſhed that happy period. But now 
= there are many young ladies, whoſe ſitua- 
on docs not ſupply a ſphere of domeſtic 
erciſe ſuſlicient to fl up that part of 
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their time, which is not neceſſarily ap. 
propriated to female occupations and ir. 


nocent amuſements. What then fſha!! 


they do with it, or with themſelves, 
books be not called in to their aſſiſtance / 


Purſue the inquiry in your own minds, 
Many of you, alas! are but too we! 
qualified to purſue it, can but too wel, 
imagine the inizpid, fooliſn, and-even pur 
nicious expedients, which under thoſe cir- 
cumſtances are daily practifed for killing 
time and thought, 


In truth, it cannot appear ſurpriſing tc 


fee thoſe who have no notion of internal 


entertainment, hunting after faſhionabl. 
diverſions. For my part, I am only ſur- 
priſed, when thoſe who from a better edu- 
cation have had opportunitics of knowing 
what an extent and diverſity of ideas and 
imagery, of Information the moſt prate 


{ul to the mind, and of deſcription the 
3 P 


moſt affecting to the heart, may be found 
in a well choſen library; when ſuch, 
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7 SERMON VII. 2 
9 55 do yet prefer to all this the hol- 
= and dulneſs, which inſeparably 


"7 d a perpetual train of public amufe- 
9 zents, or private viſiting. 


* 0 12 
8 
1 
© 


But Iam inchned to hope, that a pre- 


"rence fo unjuſt and unwiſe, is 1cldom 
made by thoſe laſt mentioned; that they 
1 x bo have taſted the pleaſure of converſinig 
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Snimately with the . beſt authors living 
and Acad, and from this happy commerce 
e contracted an intellectual turn, will 
5 0% be often tempted to mingle with the 
3 thinking crowd. When, for the fake 
4 ef unbending the mind more entirely, and 
oidir g any unneceflary air of ſingularity, 
Prey de at any time join it; the ſame turn 
4 ul contribute to preſerve them from the 
: duction of vice and folly. 


= It is not to be denied, that from the 
1 cad to the heart the diſtance, in a moral 
Peckoning, is often immenſe ; that between 
blimity of idea and clovation of conduct 
1 
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there is no neceffary connection; that 
fineſt ſentiments and the groffeſt pa. 
Have been obſerved to meet in the far 
mind: that our Firſt Mother was betra vc 


by the pride of knowing; and that «|: 


height of capacity in Lucifer, only 
creaſed the fall of chat ſon of the met 
ing. All this is true. But fhall we hen: 
inter, that the defire of knowledge w 
directed, and wiſely applied, is not lik 
to produce any worthy impreſſions? 


Imagine two young ladies, of b 
one delights in elegant and virtuos, 
ftudics, the other in faſhionavie idlenc: 


Will you ſay, that the former is equz!'y | 


in danger with the latter of deſcending 
vulgar, or to vicious pleaſures! As fan 
liarity with perſons of refined manner: 
raay be expected to communicate a c 
reſponding refinement; is it not probabl 


that intimacy with the moſt beautif! 


compoſitions will, in the ſame way, i 


part > beauty m0 the foul? And is tha 
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1 po! pr ground to believe, that this will make 
1 1 who is poſſeſſed of it, aſhamed to 
1 low herſelf in any thing unhandſome; 


: 145 AF 
8 9 oo; 


Pen as it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
34 e who has been genteely bred, will diſ- 
. the thought of a iow behaviour? 

1 „ becauie the natural tendency of things 
+ ſometimes crofſed, will ye fay that it 
3 thercetore deſtroyed? Have ye not 
card, that a rule is not overthrown, but 
Father confirmed, by exceptions? Young 
1 -ople, we know, are oiten corrupted by 
Pad books; and have we not likewiſe 

Non them improved by good ones? 
he muſt be depraved and Tunk indeed, 
rho from contemplating the majeſty and 
. pimets of Virtus in the beſt examples, 
Wtowether with the meanneſs and miſery of 
3: ce in the worſt, that hiftory or poetry 
polas up to view, can go away, and in 
in own deportment counteract immedi- 
4 ately the feelings of love and admira- 


a for the one, of contempt and ab- 


Wo:reace for the other, which objects of 


2 


. 
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this kind muſt unavoidably awaken, 
again, who ſhould not perceive her!-'! 
prompted to a prudent and amiable 

meanour, or guarded againſt the contra: 
by thoſe pictures of diſcretion and ex... 
lence on one hand, of levity and wort!“ 
leſſneſs on the other, with which ſev:.. 
mental and moral writers abound, muſt 


abſolutely void of decency, or of reffexic 
To inſtance but in one ſubject more; . 1 
muſt be wholly given up to trifles that cg 
purſue them with the ſame fondneſs, af 5 
having her imagination raiſed, and all 
faculties expanded by thoſe wonder | 
repreſentations of the works of Go. 
which are contained in many books 
Fhiloſophy and Geography, Voyages an. 
Travels. | 


But now repreſent to yourſelves a your; 
lady, whoſe underſtanding is utterly un. 
cultivated. What is there to correct he: 
paſhons, or to govern her practice? Wha: 
23 there to direct her in her choice ©: 
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SERMON VIII. 15 
7 m panions, and diverſions; to guard her 
n the follics of her own ſex, and 
We arts of cuts; in hort, to prevent her 
une into any or every inare, that is or 
ih iy be laid 1or her? ? Suppoſe her to have 
1 reccired from nature the leeds of common 
1 Tuſe. Do theſe require no attention to 
1 ae them? or is this moſt uſeful plant 
| 1 to be reared without the aid of expe- 
FJ * ence? But where, or how, is that to 
e obtained by a girl? Muſt the diſcover 
1 he wiles and wickedneſs of libertines by 
erling with them? Muſt the learn 
. to defend againſt danger by having 
run into it; or how to avoid the blandiſh- 
7 gracnts f pleaſure by having felt its bit- 
zrneſs? By men the knowledge of the 
4 ld is commonly gathered i in it. Very 
aitkerent from the tuation of women is 
chars this reſpect; and they, it is to 
" I apprehended, often purchaſe a little 
1 Wildon at a great expence. By entering 
Wo any company that tempts, erigaging 
any friendſhip that offers, or accepting 


upon the ſame plan is loſt; and ſhe wi: 
1 
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of almoſt any creature that happens - 
court them, it is but too well know 
what miſchiefs a number of our you, 
gentlemen incur. A female that 3 


would effectually eſcape diſhonour ang 
morſe, reproach and ridicule, muſt end». 
vour to know the world from books, '- 8 
collect experience from thoſe who hs 3 
bought it, and to ſhun miſconduct herici 2 Z 
by Obſctving the calamities it has 
caſioned to others, Put I ſaid, 
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Secondly, That Mental Acquiſti: 
were of importance to your dignity 
figure in life, Conſider, my dear fiſtc- 
how many women are, in a «diſcern. 
eye, leſlened by their extravigant att“. 
ment to dreſs 2nd toys, to equipage ail 
oftentation ; in a word, to all the gag 8 
apparatus of female vanity, togethet c 
the endleſsly ridiculous, no leſs than “ 
quently fatal conſequences, Which th 1 
draw after them, Conſider how trite ar! i 


hs 


Th; N 
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ai, men of ſenſe muſt neceſſarily 
x 4 em thoſe arts, that are daily practiſed 
\ * our ſex by multitudes of yours; not 
x ſneak now of worſe enticements. Con- 
= Gr the emptineſs, infipidity, and in- 
W1cganice of their converſation how con- 
9 Fpuble! Above all the reſt, contider 


We jcalovſy and envy, the mean ſuſpicion 


: 4 nd ſhameful malignity, to which we have 
I 'en the female breaſt enilaved, and fre- 
g 3 dently on the ſhighteſt foundation, fre- 
| 0 uendy on no foundation at al! — how 
by chafing ! Now from theſe evils the love 
ers, with that liberal caſt of thought 
5 chey are naturally calculated to 
would, I am pertuaded, be one 

i ere preſervative. 
N i \ young woman ſo worthily, and fo 

i 


billy engaged, will not find leiſure for 
oncceſſary trifles and idle parade: or if 


: were: poſſible the ſhould, a conſcious 
L En will enable her very much 10 
Wile thcm, Endowed with her powers 


1 9 


Vol 


iN. 
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of pleaſing, ſhe will not find herſ-lf 
duced to the little tricks played off 
many of her ſex. In the company ot | 
friends, ſhe muſt ever appear with peu 
liar advantage. In other companies, wi: 
ſhe leaſt thinks of appearing, an 22 
able tincture of intelligence, an caſy 
rectneſs of expreſſion, if it ſhould be: 
{l per for her to take any part in the 

| courſe, will ſalt diftuſe themſelves. 

| . haps too ſhe will deliver herſelf wit! 
graceful, though modeſt freedom. 
letters, Or any other com poſition that ma 1 
fall from her pen, will be read with 9 2 
cular eagerneſs and approbation ; her 
reſpondence will be prized as an hor M 
and her acquaintance courted as aß | 


lege; attention will hang upon her wen, 


bi and reſpect follow in her train. Su. 
if woman will know how to entertain 
ll charm, beyond the duration of an 

ll 


Is it carrying our ideas too far to ſay, 1 
in all probability, an emanation f 
ment and ſpirit will be viſible in her 9 
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4 d manner, that her mind will radiate in 
. ches? It may nut always, but it will 
In. With regard to thoſe vile palſions 
; elore mentioned, which ariſe from rival- 
2 7 p in drels, beauty, and the fike; as ſhe 
. lcarut to value herfelf on better things 
n the laſt, the ſicſt by conſequence Will 
| 2: have the ſame hold of her foul : be- 
4 les, J ſuppoſe her to have acquired an 
; mlargement and gencroſity, which no- 
15 g bur books, or knowledge of the 
11 Jr d, or the principles ol genuine Pie 1 
* inſpite. 


che two latter the operation is in 

l me refpects defective, without the con- 
4 Þ.i cence of the former. Ilow improving 
9 er an acquaintance with life may be 
: und on ſome accounts, there are in- 


3F ances, 1n I it will butt the feelings 
the heart; if theſe be not from time 


time 9 and cheriſhed, by the 

looching repreſentations of men and 

ſupplied by authors of a candid 
w2 
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ſtrain. It is alſo to be remembered, 

in matters of religion, a zeal wit: 
knowlege has been often deſtructive, 

is always hurtful, But ſuppoſe no 
zeal to take place; ſuppoſe that meekn-/: 
as it certainly ought, makes a part, a: 
large one too, of the pious character 
any woman; yet without the ſeaſon: 
ot a good underſtanding, without n 
thing of that falt and poignancy w': 
are derived from writers of taſte 


learning, there will ariſe, in repeated 1 


tercourſe, a ſameneſs and a flatneſs 
mult diminiſh eſteem, though they 
not deſtroy aſfection. Add to this .. 
on à varicty of ſubjects, ignorance wv! 
inevitably produce a poorneſs and 
garity of thinking, which, to pertor 


} 


9 1 A 0M e, 

whole views are nobler, will be ru 

dulguſtful. 
&. 


In truth, the acquiſitions we rec 


mend Would prevent Or cure moſt of eh 4 
little prejudices, and little paſſions, b i 
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1 


8 


Ne. burt the ſex in the opinion of their 


n triends. Not to inſiſt on what has 


1 mentioned more than once, their 
af onifhing prepoſſethons in favour of pubs 
Kc places, greatly owing to their want of 
> mething rational and agreeable to em- 
p oy them at home; what ſhall we fay of 
t + abſurd partiality, which they fre- 
Wo ntly ſhow for well drefſed fops, who 
_ indeed to admire them, but are 


; 833 
e 
Se 


g {rivolous and conccgited to adm ire an Vs 
od carneſt, but themſelves ? Sure- 
ell informed underitanding would 
* women to deſpiſe ſuch inſignifi- 
* and to give che preterence to 
1 N, and modeſty, in a plain habit. 


I BY what ſhall we chiefly impute chat 
ans curioſity, which has been o Jong, 

in moſt inſtances, ſo juſtly a topic 
latire! Is it poſſible, that women 


F © ho iuch amazing eapernets to be 
Fi unted with every minute particular 
4c iſe, character, dreſs, fortune, and 
C 3 


— — = 
— — 


—ä— — ͥ — ́— ͥͤ —— —— oy - i 
— frog agar —— - - 
* Om . — — . — — ——_— 
_ 


— -- 


A 8 8 — 
4 - -— = 
. 


— 


22 SERMON VIII. 


circumſtances of others, did they poit-!. 


fond of domeſtic entertainment and 
ral converſation ? The original princ 


by receiving a right direction, might 
tainly be turned into à rich fource of 


provement, that would {pread increa 


Iuitre around you. 


That aptneſs alſo to be aftoniſh 
alarmed, affrighted at trifling accid- 


imaginary evils, or natural events ever 


little unuſual, which, when carried 
and frequently recurring, makes a, 


woman appear quite filly, is ofte; 


effect of ſhallowneſs. Ignorance is p:r 
to admire ; and admiration readily . 
into a paſſion, or ſinks into a panic: W 
as an enlightened mind is feldog Won, 
up to ecitacy, and ſeldom overwheime 


terror. 


The ſame reatoning will hold in 


tion to the incapacity of keeping a .- 
with which your ſex have been ſo. oItH 1-2 


* — ; 
* > 
+ to tt 


4 
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| + reached. Thoſe infiemncant females, 

6” ho are deſtitute of better ideas, will be 
W:.iturally tempted to give themſelves an 
3 Of nn ty communicating 


- "IOC NICOLE > Of information which thez H. ap» 


en to receive endet the notion ot ſecrecy. 
zut the acquiſition of valuable knowledge 
tels to remove this temptation, by con- 
einig real impor Lance, as well IS by ſup- 
ing fitter converſation, | 


Again, were women to contemplate the 


3 WP. „„ "34 1 8 r 
3 "RIOT contequences OT av arice, ambition, 


Wann, luxury, the violence of love, and 


nc fury of revenge, as 2ppear: ng in the 


x 


= 


of families, the devaſtation of pro- 
dees, and the fall of empires: is there 


Wt reaton to hope, they would be lefs 
nzzled with thoſe objects, and lefs af- 


by thoſe occalions, that are apt to 
ment ſuch propenſities; — propentities 


ich, though in their caſe not jo con- 
cquential to others, are yet many umes 
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extremely degrading, as well as pern 
ous, to.themſelves, 

And with regard to that ignoble diſpo! 
tion to ſcandal, by many deemed ound © 
the characteriſtic blemiſhes of your e 
you could not poſſibly indulge it fo oft.. 
were you furniſhed with a ſufficient co: 
paſs of obſervation and ſentiment, on fu; 
jects much more innocent, and ſurely 1 
leſs intereſting, —Not Jefs intereſting, «© 
i ſay * How, in the name of God, 
you concerned with the faults of thu: 
with whom you have no connexion * 
what call have you to remark upon the 
farther than may be neceſſary to gus 
yourſelves or others againft their con 
gion, or their conſequences? Are # 
vain of the wit and vivacity which you 4 
diſplay, or fancy you diſplay, on ſu: 
occaſions ?: Ah, what ſuperior honuur 
would ye acquire from candour, ect 4 
neſs, and ſelſ- correction! But thoſe 911.4. | 

1 


; * 


4 1 8. 
3 
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are the offspring of ſelt-know- 


ee, ind a comprehenſion of what is 


ISS 6. 


4 4 * 
A 
7 * 8 


A 


WE |} 
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orchenſion; confident that, wherever 


os q 


— 


i beautiful and becoming in life. Let 
I. 0-1 ſuade you, my beloved pupils, with 
pour improvements, “ with all your 


3 4 


geitings, to get“ theſe two eilential 


of + Underſtanding.” From them 
> reſult benefits innumerable: this 
uns che reſt; they will prevent I know 
bot what affectations, by which many 


»retty fool of your ſex is daily expoſed. 


But why be at all this pans? On 
ele points you are under no kind of 


1 
7 


on appear, you cannot tail of com mand- 


revard; ſure that, whenever you are 
afed to open thoſe lips, which you have 


o 


_ ne trequently brailed, eVeary car ww1ll 


Wh 4 : 5 3 ; ED EI x4 7 
= tive, and every heart allured. In- 
2 * 2 4 


Ae ye very confident, very 


2: ——— Take care you be not dilap- 
cd, It is my duty to tell you, whe- 


ou will beheve it or no, that I have 
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knows many a man, who, in the cor 
pany of women, has applauded that 
be inwardly deipiſed ; and with hy 
tical rapture hſtened to nonſenſe, . 
the ſpeaker was handiome. Obſequ 
neſs and adulation will attend on 
and beauty. But can you be conte 
with an incenſe fo cheap; an inc 
offered to a face or to a hape alone 
incenſe that does not nfe from the vt 
of the heart; an incenſe, in fine, t. 
laviſhed, with an undiftinguiſhing {1 
on every infigmiticant image that nap; 
to be call in a regular mould, and co! 
with a mixture of white and red? 
alas! is your delicacy? Have you n. 
genuous pride? Are you fo very 45 
(pride and vanity are different thin? 
very ignorant, after all the admon:''» 
you have received, as ſtill to conſtrue 

tery into approbation, and {miles ue 
tachment? But I intreat you, c E - 
When beauty and youth are gone, a 1 
they will—what then? Why, then 
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ie aaulation and obſequiouſneſs wil! 
y nilh with them ; and if you be not 
 —_ with attractions more ſubſtantial 
4 durable, into what neglected things 
. 1 zou have the mortification to fink ! 


naccompliſhed Woman can never 
Sc an object of neglect: ſhe muſt 
3 ars remain an object of diſtinction 
© monoſt her acquaintance, When ſhe 
WS: young, the might pleaſe more ; but 
N then the pleaſed chicily by her 
wind, the will therefore continue to pleaſe 
. The diicerning Few at least will 
erer in her, beauties which neither 
At inroads of age: nor the r ravage of ſick· 
| ms can deface. When © dechned in- 


7 


0 the vale of years,” ſhe will till, 


1 from the 1 of her character, 
un forth an exalted figure. Senle and 
| Wa coined o worth and ſweetneſs, 
4 1 de exempted from the condition of all 
3 q oa elle; winch 1s to loſe their influ- 
I 8 nee, when they leſe their novelty. 
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„The ornament of grace which W. 
& dom ſhall give to thy head,” wil! 

appear with leſs real luſtre, whey ir. 
firmity ſhall cauſe that head to!!! 
The crown of glory which ſhe . 4 
& deliver to thee,” will in Reaſon s 
receive. new dignity from grey hairs : « 2 
rather, according to our inſpired author. Z 
thole © grey hairs are” themſelves 

* crown of glory, being found in e 
** way of righteouſneſs.“ 9 


Do ve know a woman far advance in % 
life, but yet farther in virtue and und 
ſtanding, who with mild inſinuation 9 
ploys them to render wiſe and ban * 
thoſe about her, eſpecially the young, 
who for ſuch in particular makes e 
kind allowance, not forgetting thoſe ec: '1 
days, when the too flood in need of ZE 
dulgence ; who, when her hea'th i! 
permit, takes pleaſure in ſceing her 2 
ſurrounded by a circle of youth inn 
cently gay, condeſcending even to n 


FF $:inMoON vm. +» 


\ ih cir little ſports, and by a graceful 
ccency of look, and pleaſing remain- 


Ig.» ancient humour, to encourage and 
3 donnote their harmleſs amuſement. Po 
+» ou know ſfach a woman? Then fpeak 
opinion freely. Will this youth- 
. circle be in any danger of de- 
= ling her, becauſe ſhe is old? On 


* 
7 
* * . N * £ 
4 
i 


-. contrary, will they not contend 
1 th one another, who ſhall pay her 
veneration, who thall ſtand higheſt 
= n her affection ? Can you conceive a. 
er more reſpectable, and at the 
4 ame time more amiable * What is 
| 1 here good or excellent, to which ſhe 
Si vi have it in her power to win 


. 5 
en. 


and now think of a decayed beauty, 
n che height of her bloom, and the 
acer of her conqueſts, truſted fojely to 


„ 
* 


bloom, and never dreamt of ſecuring 
conqueſts, ſuch as they were, by 
i thing more ſolid and abiding. Inex- 
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preſſibly mortified that both are at a: 9 
ſh: would fain, if poſſible, keep u 
» ppearance of them fill. How? 
conſtrained vivacity, by a juvenile 2 
by that affeQation of allurement and 3 
| 


portance, which we ſo readily pardo! : 
the prime of life, but which in its 
cline is univerfally condemned as 


ward and unnatural. Place her in =, 
young aſſembly we have juſt ſup; 4 
_ There Jet her endeavour to ſparkle, 3 
the days of old ; there let her lay 
for admiration amudit the wrinkle: - =p 
age. How Judicrous, and how men 4 : 
choly at the fame moment! What 1 
| or what boy of them all, will no. | 'Y 
mT | truck with the impropriety? Every man 
| ef decay, every ſymptom of change, 4 
be traced and examined with acute 
No part of her figure will be overloo:, i 
not a ſingle flip in her behaviour forgts c: 1 
whereas, if warned by the effects of ©, BY 
ſie prudently gave up to her junio | i 
gompetition of looks and ſhow, a 
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bdicd only to- make herſelf agreeable by 
% converſation and manners; there is 
1 * rcely one of thoſe little critics that 

id ever reflect. _ her yours; or 


bende, and oblizivg "eng — 


Wo, my young iriends, nothing can fave 


7 u from contempt at that period, it 
eine this you be not at pains to in- 
1 " „% your minds. She who is, ſhall in 
"| 4 ne ſenſe, and that the beſt, be always 


ON 
12 ND [ ul £1 * 
11 — 


If ſhe ſhould continue ſingle, and her 


tuation, or her choice, ſhould lead her to 
5 but few acquaintance, amongſt 
, 43 hem the muſt ever be loved and valued, 

T 1 { the thould be married; and to a man of 


3% crable judgment, with tolerable 9 | 


e will count bimſelf happy in ſuch 3 


4 1 ovate; he will even be proud of 3 


isn her which do honour to his 
econ. I have always remarked, that 
cn Of capacity and elegance have 
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32 SERMON. VIII. 
poſſeſſed the hearts of their huſband. 


a degree which is not common; In 
where thoſe huſbands had any wor - 
diſcernment. You will eaftly imac; 


that 1 ſuppoſe the women in queiticn 
wile, and too excellent, to affeq 

riority; or not to give their partne: 
the credit and conſequence poſſi! 
every occaſion, Between men ane | 
men there is ſeldom ary rivalſhip s 
what relates merely to intellect ; nor 
the former ever much hurt by any cb 
ſcious inferiority in that reſpect, wi... 
the latter do not ſhow themſelves, © - 
cially before company, arrogant 0 »"'-# 
tending. ; : 


I mult not forget to ſubjoin ho- ᷣ 
the Mental Improvements, now enfor:- 2 | 
will contribute to adorn and animate 1 75 7 
companion, to direct and diznify t1: 2 


tlie friend, to ſpread a charm over 
whole matrimonial ſtate, and to res 
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ode duller hours that are apt to ſteal 


KB: ic mo? delightful condition of hu- 


6 S 1 5 * 
antik. 
3 0 


| 1 Nor can I diſmiſs this part of the ar- 
ment, without mentioning what hag 
1 4 ficn appeared to me one very remark- 
lc inftance, amongſt many that hiſtory 
coras, of the tranſcendant power to Cape 
= rate and preſerve eſteem, which Intel- 
A 7 tual Accompliſhments, worthily ex- 


| 


red, confer upon a woman. It is that 


1 0 Madam Maintenon, the celebrated 


5 ite and wife of Lewis the Four- 


XX 7'is monarch, born with ſtrong pro- 


0 pleaſure, bred in its very lap, 


dulged from the beginning in all his 


„ early poſſeſſed of unlimited power, 
emily accuſtomed to the moſt exqui- 
cry, formerly drunk with ſucceſs 


, always courted by the female 


9 every art that beauty, wit, or 


} 5: D 
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ambition could employ, in his inter 4 
with them {till addicted to novelty 
change-—this very monarch, not yc. i. 
rived at the age of fifty, in full heal 1 
environed with all the ſplendor of ͤ 
brilliant court, read in little elſe > 
comedies and novels, finds in the cc. 


* 
2 


lation of that lady, whoſe origin wan 
high, whoſe fortunes had been always —c 
and who was now older than hin! E: 
by ſeveral years—finds, I fay, in her 01-2 2 
verſation ſuch innocence, ſuch ſw ect 1 
ſuch unequalled charms of taſte. 
intelligence, as induce him to breas | 
every engagement of a voluptuous «:.. = 
and to enter with her into then 
honourable of all connections, in whit? 4 
he appears to have maintained his fu 1 7 
to the laſt, Madam Maintenon had 1 
ber youth improved herſelf by rc: 
and the beſt company, whom her b-.u 
and talents drew about her, in a cc,, 
where the ſociety of the women is nuch up 
more regarded than in this. I1.cw:s v4 1 
2 5 
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1 attracted by the extraordinary ſpirit 
I a A -legance of her letters; and then ab— 
| ately fixed by her ſentiments, her at- 
1 ention; and her ſubmiſhon. "Theſe were 
7 »1lm to his ſoul, tormented by domeſtic, 


1 obtzined a relief from that wearineſs 
=: wretchedneſs, which the pomps and 
| A 'caſures of the world had ſerved only to 
A ercaſe, while they promiled to pre- 
1 ent or cure them. We do not find, 
1 this ihluſtrious lady was fond of 
4 onable diverſions: her books and her 
| 5 were the principal amulcments of her 
4 ; ure. 
W i! it is time to proceed to our laſt 
_ int, namely, the uſefulneſs of Mental 
Wo vititions to your comfort and felicity. 
"2 nd here it 18 worthy your obſervation; 
= it ne Moſt High, having formed his 
Wo! ofispring for a happineſs more te- 
==: nobic than the indulgence of the 
bone, has wiſely made the grati- 


D 2 


Personal, and political chagrins. In theſe 
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Sasson thence ariſing in a great ne: 
lure momentary, To oeolong theſe i. 
terior enjoyments, is the laborious 8 
of the flaves of appetite and fancy H 
league with each other. But as it is 
dertaken in oppoſition to the deſign o 
Almighty, and proſecuted in detianc: 
his laws, it muſt ever be vain. 

only fatigue themſelves in the atten; 
From eiforts beyond her ſcope and po 


— 
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Nature will always recoil. Satiate 0 


external pleaſures, the turns inward, 5 = 
periencing there a void, which the v . 
ſyſtem of matter cannot fill, b 4 
prompted by an innate ambition to 
after higher objects. Her ſpiritual 1:1 
ties, and divine extraction, point h. 
the world of ideas. From that, 
from what may be called the Comm. 
of Minds, ſhe wiſhes to derive ber 9 
ſatisfaction. But you will cafily 3 
ceive, that ſuch commerce camo; q 
carried on to any extent, nor with | 4 
variety, without a competent ftore ©: 1 
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af Nals proper to it; thoſe, I mean, which 
4 cyericence and refiexion, genius and rea- 
Wong, diſcourſe and memory have ac- 
_w_re and laid up in the writings of 
cent ages, as in lo many convenient 


=: to avail chemſelves of this better 
eu. They who are not, muſt ne- 
2 eflarily labour under much internal 
: 4 overty. Accordingly, how do they 


IMF [21 to ſupply the needful demands of 


Wo: veriiion, when in company; and 


s alone, how do they ſtruggle to 
= lude, becauſe they cannot content, the 
eings of the immortal mind! To the 
q 1 want of this proviſion, and the incapa— 
A, ity of ſuſtaining the weight of their 
1 „n tpints preſſing upon them in ſolitude, 
3 we not principally impute their im- 
* 9 eee for all manner of entertainments, 
_ may help to fill up the painful blanks 
T T7 ume, without any conſiderable ex- 
*” Tn that which they can leaſt 
"—_:-tropht But this expedient is 


D 3 


WF c-o{itorics, for the uſe of all who are 
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merely temporary, and extremely = 
perfect. Diverſion long continued 11 
drudgery; and ſtill the ſoul falls ber 3 
upon herlelt. EL. 


Now, if in the intervals of leiſure vo; : FT 
can with reliſh repair to books, you 1:1! 
never be at a loſs. You may ha; 
avoid, if you will, the toils of re 
amuſement, and the fighs of 1immode:» 
miith. Excuſe this laſt expreſſion. III. 


you not ſometimes proved the truth 
Solomon's remark, that * even in Ih. | 
tet the heart is ſorrowful.“ Have 

not now and then perceived a figh to 
from you, when opprefied and exh: 

by frequent burſts of merriment: - 
ſhe who is in love with reading tho, | | 


on particular occaſions, be led into 
of that kind, with what redoubled 2: 
will ſhe return to flence and {i BME 
From the noiſe, buſtle, and barren: : 0 
of modern converſation, wich What e 
alted pleaſure: will ſhe betake heel! wv IM i 


SERMON VIII. 39 


8 i bs 


Wc locicty of the celebrated dead, or of 
authors yet alive, where all is 
W:. {crene, and delightful! After be- 
* dilguſted with the nauſeous, or the 
dict, ſerved up in moſt companies, 
bo ſcandal, or mere town- talk, 
ly che place of urbanity and ſenſe; 
ww rich and regaling will the find that 
: 


vaſt, which her library is always ready 


1 
Ci 


Ern ſ 


nere the will not fail of mecting with 


OT I 


lighter or more folid ſubſtance, 
Te2ble to her preſent inclination; at 
bc lame time that nothing is forced upon 
ad ſhe is left at liberty, not only to 
Wy ine entertainment as often and as 
t oh as ſhe pleaſes, but alſo to rife from 
i henever the will. Hiſtorians, Philoſo- 
. Orators, and Poets, the beſt writers 


cvery claſs, within her compaſs, arc 
Fc prepared to gratify without con- 
or ceremony her intellectual taſte, 
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0d of every different flavour, whether - 


— TS — pag . -—_ > fr, 2. . — — — 8 
— — — — — — 2 — rr — ann" i - 
* — TORR 
OS, rt rc — — 
— v4 AIR 


cc net” > bas BLE\ At 22 


Nor will they take offence at any pr. 
rence, which at any time ſhe may be 
poſed to make, Sie can never intrucl 
on them at an improper ſcaſon, nor 
pear to icave them with avruptnels ; 
when ſhe does leave them, inftca« 
room for uneaſy retroſpect, the ma 
in which the has been employed wil! 
productive. of ſfelf-approbation. She 
iecl her foul nouriſhed and ſtrengthen, 
her ſpirits cheared and elevated, or col 
ed and compoſed. The duties of lit: 
will go about with freſh reſolution, 
quicker comprehenſion of what bcc 
her, Ts congenial minds her attach. 
will be increaſed. With them the 
enjoy, as often as ſhe has opportu 
ſentimental and friendly delight, th 
culation of thought, and reciproca; 
confidence, 


© 'The feaſt of reaſon, and the flow of i011. 


And thefe, my friends, are ſatisſa 
which depend not on youth, nor ! 
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in ſome refpects at caſt, will grow 


{* 


our prowing years; and which, in 


Wy caſe, will ſurvive the tranfient 


XY 7 90 


Noser of beauty. Let me again remind 


Wo: of the period of its decay. Of 
MW. prod you cannot be reminded too 


= ict it arrives, thoſe hoflow-hearted 
Pen, that for their own ends now ſwarin 
ou ou with every ſemblance of love or 
D ration, will diſperſe like flies at the 
2 vroach of winter. In a little ther will 
ect you, as if you had never been; or 
7 amber vou only 0 lay tO every one 
- meet, how much you are altered, 
Mm what words can paint the deſolation 
4 who finds herſelf thas forſaken and 
4, without any refource in her own 
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| | think | ſee her flying to her glaſs, 
ter day, to obſerve whether tha? 
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flatterer will prove more conſtant. . 
firſt ſhe is aſtoniſhed, ſhe is ſhocked. 
the ſtupidity of thoſe men who can 
come inſenſible to a face or © form 
her's? But in a little that once ſootbine 
plais, which was wont to tram ſport 


with the reflected image of herſelf, 1. 


gins to withdraw its flatterics too, de 
is alarmed and depreſſed. She ſeeks 


a ett NES Te” 


ſolation from ſome low dependant, wh, 


with a grave face and glozing accent 


ſures her ſhe is handſomer than ever; whi! 
the mercenary wretch fecretly laugh: 
to ſcorn. Every artifice of dreſs, ali 


ſeduction of ornament, is ftudied in! 


practiſed with more exquiſite foliciti! 
She views herſelf on every fide: i; 
waſte ſeems repaired. Her . ſpirits 

ſhe is overjoyed. With renewed expo 
tion the ſallies forth: ſhe dances her vu! 
round: ſome one in pity tells ber 
well the looks: the evening is pai! | 
triumph. She returns home exhaviic 


wich the flutter, Next morning the 
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J i; conſulted again. She is pale, ſickly, 
. . her eyes are ſunk; the wrinkles 


J deut more than ever. Again ſhe is 
4 tied, terrified, falls into a rage. The 
urſls on her domeſtics, ſpends it- 
J t. inblides, The uſual methods are 
_ to make her up; and if ſome 
* exnedient is ſuggeſted, that can bei- 
Wr d:{zuiſe nature, and deceive the be- 
Thus be- 
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00 cxnitation and deſpondence, on a ſub- 
ii weak unlurniſhed mind the 
89 intereſting of all others, ſhe 1s 
ab'y toſſed 3 till by ſuch repeated and 

. pertarbation, conſpiring with the 
1 of years, ſhe is conſigne over to 
bir, the heart-overwheiming - deſpair, 
ever praited more for thoſe un- 
Charme, which ſhe at length per- 
% beyond recovery loſt.— MW hat 
woman of reflection would not 
vent ſuch 
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ridiculous diſtreſs? But 
ou think of any way to prevent it, 
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ſo efficacious as turning betimes your p 
cipal attention to your better part? 7}. 
even in this way you {hall become wo! 
indifferent, about the decline of 2 -» BY 
pearance which uſed to give your {ri 
as well as yourſelves pleaſure, I wi! | 
affirm. But if fo high a firain off 1 
fophy be hardly practicable, ſtill how , 
I think you muſt acknowledge, tha 
advances of age will be ſupported 

the more eaſily for ſuch preparation. 


the mean while, how many vexatione, 
harraſs and diſtract the greater 


your ſex, wil! be thus obviatc 
you! 


In truch, moſt of the grievayces con 
plained of by mortals ar „ 
nns i 7 E 


They proceed from that 
fancy, which gives conſequence to 
or from thoſe guſts of paſhon, 


next to the power of religion, can 
imagine any means of avoiding 
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2 
RS 


oe, as the wiſe and calm purfuits 


which I would now perſuade you? 
W- mi. me, my much-loved hearers, to 
Wd. Defer not, by the cultivation 
+: vour minds, as well as hearts, to lay 
I ore of enjoyment and comfort, 
2 uch as you can repair to in ſecret, 


&- all abroad is unſolacing and in- 


} 1 1 
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very thing external is haſtening to 
2:7 and diſſolution. 
+. liding inſenſibly down the current of 
3 nc, You are on your paſſage to cter- 
© iy; and can you bear the thoughts of 
| ning a paſſage as important as it is 
| A to the blind impulſe of chance, ca- 


% and ignorance? Or ſuppoſe you 
jar careful of conſequences, as to 
__ BY a ſafe arrival; can ye, like illi- 


and incurious mariners, ſailing by 
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pets and numerous objects, which 


You vourſelves 


ig, without attending to the various 
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Nature and Art have ſpread out es . 
you; or without taking adrantage L. 
beſt aſſiſtance you can find on \. 
voyage, to improve in whatever is ins 1 
tive, ornamental, and praiſe worthy / !!; : : b 
ye forgotten, that, when landed on. A 
bliſsful ſhore, your. felieity will h; : 
inconſiderable proportion to your 1 
zttainments in knowledge; that then 
enlarged underſtandings, where th. 

poſitions have been of a piece, i, 
warded by the nobleſt dilcoverics ; in ? 3 
that they who ſhine now with the 5 
lights of wiſdom ſhall, like the 0 
diſtinguiſhed ſtars of heaven, be crow: 
| hereafter with ſuperior iplendor ? 
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On Female Piety. 
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* PRO V. xxxi. 30. 


& Woman that feareit; the e, She 
7 £ irs „ A, 


7 Ar fratlty of women has been 
3 & trequenty a topic of triumphant de- 
3 0 ation. On this ſubject much unkind 
14s been diſplayed; and many a, dull 
n is daily added, and widely circu— 
with an air of conſcious fatisfac- 
Mardly can one go into a company 
den, where licentiouſneſs of tongue 
| ies for freedom of converſation, with- 
4 nearing the poor women abuſed: for 
Vor. II. L 


ieh becometh women frofe/firg God. 
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p 5 1 : . + TY 
their worthleſsneſs, or weakneſs, or r! 


But ſuppoſing them particularly fr 
it noble to exult over them on th 
count, and in their abſence too, 
they have not an opportunity of eee 
themſelves ? Should not the ſtrong 
pity and ſupport the weak? Ye 
all, how does it appear that any {i 
ſtrength of refojution belongs LO Ou: 
or that yours ſtand chargeable with! 
har intrmuty ! 


The Joſs of virtue is, no doubt, 
followed with extreme depravity 
men. But is not the ſame thing 
ſeen amongit men; although it is 
marked with the fame attention, 
ſured with equal rigour? If man 
happy females run into ſuch “ 
e riot, and ſuperfluity of naughtin«! , 
ſeem to juſtify the obfervation, th 
is nothing io profligate as a vic! 
man may it not be frequently 
to cheir being driven almoſt to 
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=D. Fo faken a8 they 
chat ruined them, abandoned by 
relations, if any they have, common— 
lreading the ſcorn of their own fex, 
&: | often too little conſidered by the vir- 
rt of ours; what can be expected, 


ral, from creatures 


. 
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who have Put 


modeſty of nature, and are pro- 
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by evi] habits, co-operating 
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hut J cannot endure chat want of 


ar, which would aggravate the gui 


ratery of beings, who to 
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of ſo much compaſſon; I fa 


whom many the hari authors 
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erg 1 ſhall probably be Aled, Docs 
the apoſtle Peter ex; preisly ſtyle the 
rele He does; 
'he fame ſenſe that thoſe veſlels 
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SERMON IX. 


are fo ſtyled, which being of fine 
rials, or more delicate conſtrne1:- 
therefore cahly broken or hurt, 


that reaſon, and for the regard alſo «4 


people have for them, uſed with pa. 
tenderneſs. That this is his mic: 
manifeſt from the paſſage refer: 
where he ſays, „ Give honour ur 
©« wie as unto the weaker vefſfel.“ 
honour on that ſcore, if the 

Weaker is not to be nncerftood 15 


now, according (o the belt inter, my 


explained it? 


Bui does not St. Paul, ſome veres 


the text from Timothy, obferve. 


« Adam was not deccived, but the 


“ man being deceived was in th: 
&« preſſion?” True: it does appe⸗ 
the hiſtory, that * the ſerpent, 
apoſtle ſays elſewhere, “ hegui!: 
“% through bis ſubtilty;“ and 

Tenn, though aware of the -decc: 


by his fondnets 


or his deluded tet! 
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| partner drawn into the ſame tranſ- 
4 on. But what was it that expoſed the 
. 11:41 to that {are by which ſhe was 
laced] Paſſions, it mult be owned, ex- 
emely culpable in their nature, and fatal 


2 

1 

3 e conſequences z but not the paſ- 
3 or which her daughters have been 
ant each blamed, In feality, the 
Felalute ſpirit and perſevering vigilance, 
With which great numbers of women pre— 
their honour, while fo ſew men in 
4 


mpariſon are reſtrained by the Jaws of 


ontinence, ſcem to me no light proof that 
W forme poſſeſs 2 dep Free of fortitude 
Well worthy of praile. 


Put what is all this to the purpoſe of 
u peienm meditation? Much every 


I meant it as my firſt argument 
| Þ chalf of female Piety;z and on what 
21 ſtands I will proceed to ſhow, 
| marking that the perſons to whom 
text from St. Paul is addrefled, are by 
luppoſed to profeſs @ reſpect ſor re- 
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Ugion,—“ As becometh women -pro{c/% 
« Godlineſs:” a luppoſition we ar: 
ling to make in your favour, my b. 
hearers; fo far, I mcan; as to rei 
unneceflary co inculcate that pro 
from thoſe general notions of truth 
duty, which with a few exception 


do hope you readily acknowledge 
ſtead of this, our reaſoning and 


tions will turn cinctiy on ſuch. principic 


and facts as relate moe nmnieda! 


your ſex, fituation, and time of 


Coulidercd in conjunction with 6 


racter and manners of the age. 


And now for the argument alreac 


geited, you will be more ſenſibi: 
force by attending to the follow;: 
lervations; that the firmneſs, with 
ſo many of you guard your vittu: 
transferred to the prackice of “ 
large, will, by God's alliitance, 
bute to render it eaſy and del 
that the confideratione of Relig! 
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Fi their turn, ſupport and chear you under 
Þ# ''.c reſtraints of conſcience and decorum; 


int vou will hence derive the mighty 1 


E {isfaction of the divine approbation "ki 
3 amidſt the cenſures of the uncharitable, | | 
ound the divine protection againſt the | | 
. machinations of the ungodly; and, in 1 
Weluſt place, that the injuſtice, unkind- vl 1 
: | | 
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1c, and treachery of the world, ſhould 
engage you to greater prudence, purity, i 
| and devotion, 


As to the firſt, it is certain that the N 
* priciice of real Piety requires no ſmall DE) | 
Aolution and perfeverance. Is it not {19 
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ii certain that in what concerns 
bei. 
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E- poieis a large thare of theſe? Let them 

k bit apply this to the diſcharge of their 

ts chriſtians, and the happieſt 
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reputation, many voung women | N 
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ets will enſue; uniformity, facility, 
1 Nj . 6 5-3 1 NE | it; 
= un: joy in religion. What cannot cou- 1 
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hecoines, Your liſe is a ſcries ©: 
denial. But ſelf-denial from rigit 
ciples is the perfection of chriſtianity : 
Do but act on theſe principles thronn 0, 

oi ] By . | F 
and you ſhall one day walk with you; >, 


viour in White: he will confeſs your 1441445 |þ 
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as worthy before his Father, and beſo: - | 
angels: you ſhall follow the Lamb +» 
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therſocver he goeth, ſinging to your gc 
harps a new fong, expreſhve of . 
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triumph and praite. 
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It has been faid of women, and I | 
licve with truth, that they are rem: 
ably ſteady to their purpoſe. Let it 
ſeen that you ar: ſo in what 3s 
And“ let not your good be evil i 
&« qt, on account of any thing 


2 


might give ground to ſuſpect you 


troul your paihons in one way on!y, ant 
that too from no higher principle = 
fear of thame. By a noble comm 0! 
' yourſelves in other points, Where 
conſideration cannot be ſuppoſed to 0; 0» 
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. * {0 ſtrongly, make 1t ANPENT that YOu 
= coverned by religious as well as pru- 


al moves. 
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wil, or uſe! wu conliderations 
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the: next. 38o far as mere reputa— 


it is much the fame to a wo- 
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whether the rezularity of her con- 
be the refuſt of pious or of poli- 


Maxims. But in the ſight of God, 
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the bar of conſcience, how vaſt the 

rence! In that day when the ſecrets 

hearts ſhall be laid open, what will 

Natl you, if the decency of your be- 
5 | | 
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he found to have proceed- 


no nobler ſpring than the defire 
17 appearances? Who can ex- 
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horror of a female hypocrite at 
--yealing period, when, ſtript of 


güte, the ſhall he pointed out to 
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creature, whoſe ſou} was enſlaved to 
ſuality, at the very time that ſe 


the ſtricteſt virtue, treated indifcret:- 
others with the ſeverity duc to vice | 


had no allowances to make for |; 


trailty, and with ſupercilious diſdain 
down on many of her ſex not 
wicked as herſc!1? 


Let it be carefully remembered 


as, in what regards outward tri.-, 
goſpej is literally the doctrine of the 

ſo, with reſpect to inward con! 
is properly the difciphne of the 
Here, in truth, the religion of a2 
muſt begin and end. What pit», 


honoured pupils, if you who 


amazing power over the exterior © 
cleportment, if you who offer to + | 


ſanctity, by being excluded fror 


Hon of God, which Jeſus has pros ed 


fr 
leſs name thoſe continual facrifice- hid 
your greateſt enemies cannot dens, 110! 
after all loſe the reward of undi!: 


ENO N IX. $9 


dure in heart! What pity, in the 
T&.- while, that ſuch power is not more 
1crally allowed to exert itfelt on the 
S110 theatre of a liſe truly virtuous ; and 
ch lacriſices ſhould not, by the 
tions of devotion, be ſwectened, 
rated, and turned into ſo many 


Gurces of tablime enjoyment 


ut this reminds me of having like- 


2 F 7 . Ka _ „ 3 
Nie ds; that tho conhdgrations all Re- 


noi conduce mightily ta ſugport 
| * | chear you under the reſtraints of. 

. Mieth and decorum. In proportion 45 
ee contderations are made more fami- 
i thele reſtraints become leſs pain- 
n length they in à manner change 
nature, aud feem like ſilken bands, 
ven while they couſine you, are as 
> they are ornamental. 


ey of Jeſus, one glorious diſtinc- 


W's this; chat the latter not only diſ- 


W Screen all other philoſophy and the 
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plays a higher ſtandard of moral! 
lence, but alſo communicates 
powers of virtuous action. To the 1 
concluſions of Reaſon it ſuperaa 
bright diſcoveries of Faith. Thc 
world, with the great tranſaction 
ſupreme adminiſtration, which are 
ductory to it, are there unveiled. | «© 
the vanity, and withal the import 
the pteſent ſtate, is unfolded. 
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divine pardon and eternal life, as (\ 
„ gift of God thiough Jeſus Chritt. 
enſured and aſcertained to obedic. 
lievers. The hiſtory of the Redecrier 
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there exhibited with all the be 


ümplicity, and energy of truth 
hiſtory, my dear hcarers, equal!” 


portant to all that read it, and tc 
that read it with a ſerious unpreji dee 
diſpoßttion, unſpeakably affecting; 

tory, which involves the moſt 

five and lafting intereſts of human tut 
and to ſuch as view it in th: 
carries with it, beyond all other W 
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3 vital, home-ſelt, and heart. awakening 
ec. The ingenuous breaſt, in- 
1 by the friendſhip, and penetrated 
14 / the ſpirit of Jeſus, burns with the 
1 virtue, and heaves with the hope 
ion. Jeſus is the pattern of vir- 
vo -atitude is one of its worthieſt in- 


, and faith, which is the funda- 
principle of che whole ſyſtem, 
the mercy and acceptance. of the 

i Father, through the mediation 
1's Meritorious Son, by whom he 39 


God 


nz on a ſcheme of grace, that com- 
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hends all ſincere penitents of what- 


—_ 


=, 48 oe * « 4 2 1 2 ** enn 4.4 
- 5 n Ne „ „ — —ü— 
- % N 0 — 
bony 8 . , ; 
— 3 


name or nation; throughout all ſuc 
Uo ages---this Faith, I ſay, imparts to 
and deſponding creatures a frength 


nd enconragement that no other ſyſtem 
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Cc N ever inſpire. 


Vor are theſe ideas beyond the ordi- 
Nr each of female underſtanding. 
Der depend not on a nice chain of 
$1401”, nor on the abſtruſe reſearches 
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of feience. How much ſoever che. 
have been diſguiſed by the dreams þ 


ſchools, to concerve them as they nr 
forth in ſeripture, maſculine intel}. 


by no means neceſſary, Connecte: vi 
Facts the moſt aſtoniſhing to the | 
tion, and Sentiments the moſt r 
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: 
7 
| 
0 
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to the heart, they ſeem to lie pa 
level to the beſt charaQters among 

in ſhort, to feel their tendency, 
perience their operation, a mod: 
ceptble, and aftectionate mind is 
required. | 
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Permit me to aſk you, as in th 


ſence of God, do ve in good 
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| believe in the Holy Gboſt, in th. 
| lic church, in the communion oi 
in the forgiveneſs of fins,” in 10 
rection of the body, in the It! 
laiting, in Him who is the reiter ect 
and the lite, the all-ſufficient factitor, lf 
all-prevailing advocate, the mers, 
iowly, and the loving maſter. 


1 


SER MON IX. 63 


awful and impartial judge? Do ye 
by devout contemplation realize 
and the other wonderful objects of 
with the 


unity; together grand 


iples of natural religion; 


ecuently join the heaven-moving 
of fervent prayer, the powerfully 
innuences of public worſhip, 
e Iweetly ſupporting communica— 
of holy friendſhip? Then ſay, 
er you can ever be at a loſs for 


0 animate, or for aids to fecond 
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ox their own intrinſig worth un- 

nably entitled to all poſſible love 
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ch the human heart are they, who 

ald build the morals of mankind on 


vencration. little acquainted 
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1 N angle baſis. Decency of character, 
Pient) o conduct, the honours due to 
I meg, integrity, benevolence, mag- 
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nanimity, ard other qualities of 
der, are ideas as ſolid as they are 
and which ought certainly to be c 
by all who are capable of compreb-1./1 EY 
their moment. To offec to d 1 6 
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— 


ther is vile, and not more rep! meg, 
reaſon than to ſcripture, where 4“ = Wu 
ties of holineſs are exprefly un |, wh Rl 
« whatſoever things are venerable, {1 | 
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e and of good report,” are, a me 
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tioned in a former diſcourſe, recom 1 


ed in ſo many words. But yet, 
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other hand, conſidering the 22 


Ry, 
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orders, and deb! lit) of bein; Le am 
as we are; !0 truſt the cauſc of x x] 
neſs and truth to the ſole 8 ſuc] 
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arguments—what is it, but ha 
the moſt valuable jutereſts ir the we 
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a freight? 
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5 „ inary aſſiſtances from theſe ſublimer 


tions; at leaſt when not under 
gaeult or delicate circumſtances of 


2 , $3 pat jon. But what, think | YC, would 


pe ne even of them; much more, what 
Ew od become of the far greater part, 
7 immediately under fuch circum- 


TY ; n 8983 0 . 9 | He 
W 11112£05, did not religion iter in to tel 
8:4 with her more forcibie and {triking 


ins, founded on their hopes and 
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S {04-5 for futurity, as theſe are connected 
. | 


ſenſe of the Almighty's inſpec- 


tf revelation? How little in 


e the philoſophers of antiquity them- 
les fluenced by the lyſtem In queſ- 
Nn, with whatever pomp they. profeſſed, 
$ with whatever eloquence they diſplay- 
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notices of nature, go aſtray much 
frequently, than others on whon: 


mean to inſinuate, that many ho 


duty, awed by their Maker, and dg 
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form the world there is wanted a « 
power than reaſon alone. 


With regard to the caſe now bete 4 | 
it may be obſerved that thoſe your; pe 4 | 
ſons, who have had the misfortune 
in a great meaſure left to the corn 


principles of Piety have been ear 
judicioully impreffed. 
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When I fay judiciouſly impre! 
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good by ſevere confinement and cn 
admonition. Thoſe children alon 
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mortality which are brought to light. 
through the goſpel.” 


Jie Tcannot help recolleCting a moſt 
üble inſtance, wherein a much cele- 


cd vouth was guarded againſt the in- 


. 2 
po 


zence of appetite by the power of re- 
on. I ſpeak of Joſeph, when tempt- 
| by the wife of Potiphar. Conſider 
complicated fnare that was laid for 
E; inwocence 3 probably the blandiſh- 
beauty; certainly the repeated, 
lg, and paſſionate folicitations of 
„ woman, of his miſtreſs, who, if 
caſed, could eaſily procure his farther 
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2 p:ofpect of cloſe concealment ; 
inc of lite; his plentiful condition; 
0c warm affections, that ſtrong ſenſi- 
| * which the ſequel of his itory 
bb to have been natural to him; the 
ewe danger manifeſtly attending his 
We, | mean all the miſchiefs to be 
aan the reſentment and violence 


the opportunities of pri- 
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of a proud but fond female refit, 1 
appointed, enraged, who would not 
however falſely, to repreſent the un 
bounded confidence of a generous mast 
abuſed ; and, finally, thoſe miſchie 
ing at one blow upon 2 depend: and; 
ſtranger, whoſe proſperity in that {ni 
had no doubt rendered him the 
envy to ſome, and whoſe proteſtaiiors | 
his own favour would never be 
by others to the diſadvantage of a wot 
of her rank and fortune, Such 
{nare..; And what was it thai 

our amiable hero to conquer 1? -!! 
hiſtory will inform vou. 5-He- rctuld 
« and ſaid unto his maſter's wi 

% hold, my maſter wotteth not what | 
« with mc in the houſe, and 64 "BU 
« committed all that he hath Ta 
“% hand, There is none greater in Of 
« houſe than I; neither hath | 
& back any thing from me but thee, | 
& cauſe thou art his wife: how t!:cn6 
«1 do this great wickedneſs, 111! 5 
* — 1 f c 
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inſt God ?? Excellent young man! 
crime, to which ſo many alluce- 
F nts concurred to incite him, he {tarts 
* 0 with horror; ſo ſtrongly are his 
; celings of gratitude and probity 
nde 10 by a reverence for the Omni- 
+ How then can I do this great 
\ckedneſs, and fin againſt God?“ 
iy fitters, there is not in the world 
A preſervative from vice as the fear 


God. Temptations, by Which Hamann 


ons alone have been frequently 


- 
Wo: 
ons when enforced by religious 


n thete remarks you will plainly 
. „ that what we wiſh for you 18 
. 1 enn over your paſſions hardly 


and at the expence of your tran= 


but a ſacred [eif-poſlethon, a cer- 
Wviner controul of your own wills, 


vw who „ defireth truth in the in- 
73 


ed, are often overcome by the ſame 


© 1127 diſtinguiſn you in the fight of 
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« ward parts,” A ſentiment this 
ſeems conformable to the beſt conce rien 
of nature; ſince we find the your 
which according to the pagan crear 
preſented both wiſdom and fortit use, 
luppoſed to he af your ſex. On 


principle does the wiſeſt of men fp 


often of the former in the femin! 
der. Thus at leaſt did antient | 
treat the women with reſpect. 1: 
ticularly obſervable that of rc 
ſtates, where that genius comms 
peared moſt eminent, the tage 
preſc:tbed to females a pcculia 
and ſimplicity of manners; fo « 
were their ideas of what was bcc: 
from thoſe of modern times! 


But I added farther that, from tt: 
of inward purity as well as out war 
corum, even that purity which ihe gs 
fo ſtrongly enforces, you will 
mighty ſatisfaction of the Diving 17 
bation amidſt the the cenſures 6: ti 
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. able, and the Divine Protection 
.* int the machinations of the ungodly. il 
te enough, it muſt be owned, is the 1 
A caſe of women, as to the general refiexiovs _ in 1 
| ru on their deportment. If they be- 14 
with reſerve, they are pronounced | 14 
ridiſh; if with frankneſs, bold; if with Wl | 
that juſt temperament of both which is 


i EA I 
— 


4 . — 
2 — 


Ihe proper medium, capricious and un— 
certain. What ſhail they do? What 
Ka be do, but hold the middle way, 


Nit that attention to the rules of caution 0 
7 | one ſide, and of affability on the other, : Wl 1 
erlich times, places, and perſons ſcem 1 bl 
1 equire; “ committing their cauſe to | 10 
+» hot judgeth righteovily,” and truſt- 
2 
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; 
3 . 4,11 8 
their fatety to him that never for- 914 
he virtuous? | i 
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duch a reſpect for human judgment, 
ids giving occaſion of cenſure, 1s 

Þ:.uoLotedly right in every individual of 
eu of your ſex eſpecially, whoſe 
| ation is of ſo nice a contexturc. 
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But while for this purpoſe a chili: 
woman purſues, as nearly as ſhe n 
the path of prudence ; what intern»! 
renity does the enjoy, by follow: x 
the fame time the direction of prin.:ple, ; 
that higheſt and happieſt guide !1.' I 
To ſay the Truth, there may be fi: 
wherein the latter appears to bel“ 3 
foie guide, fo impoſſible is ice 3 
former to find a way throngh tho 154. if 07 


rinth. In this caſe you can hav. 1 WG 
one reaſonable care; which is, » M1 
what conſcience charges as your - 
In every calc, that muſt be your p10 = 
pal care. In making it fo, ther” i It 
be this great advantage amongſt ; cor 
others, that you will every day grow | 
anxious about any thing elſe. cal 1 
of mind, the gaiety of heart n 
from ſuch a conduct, are not to 
prefled, . 


h_ 


If the world ſhould approve, :t 35 v0 BE 
The approbation of the beſt pcopic, © WE if 
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will give you real pleaſnre; and the 
an. are naturally candid. If the 
> ſhould condemn, and even the can- 
Few, which is by no means impoſi 
hould be led by miſrepretentation, or 
niſtaxe, to join in the f{entence ; Tn 
rer you will have the comfort of not 


Wing deferved it. And from this infe- 
Nr tiibunal you will alſo have the felicity 
Bf 2ppeating to that which is ſupreme and 
Pute ble, with the humble aſſurance of 
being juſtihed there through the power- 
ul interpoſition of an advocate, whom no 
Talon O7 miſapprehenfion can bias, 


At the fame time too you will have the 


the 1 whom you truſt “ will bring forth 
„pour righteouſneſs as the light, and 
* your judgment as the noon-day.” Sel 


com or never, I think, does a perfer ain 


„ue fail. of breaking out with freſh 
and augmented luſtre, from thoſe 
wich which calumny may have 
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Wo cured it; even as the vernal fun by 
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purſuing his career, ſhines forth « |. 
witha kind ot victorious ſplendor, u . 
diſpels the remaining damps of wing de ,. 


iights the eye, and inſpires the hne 
every beholder, 


But ſuppoſe the worft, that the | 
neous muititude ſhould continue , ue 
you with unmerited reproach; I an õ³ 
afraid to ſay that you are happy &%., Wn 
you know how to avail yourſelves ©! | 3 li 
ſupports of religion, particularly cn | 1 
the Almighty's Approbation. V hat ou al 
to diſcourage her who can triumph = 
and likewiſe in that which is imme! 
connected with it, an affiirance of | 
mighty's Protection ? 


Nothing can be more certain tha: 1. u 
your {cx is, on every account, ent | 
the ſhelter of ours? Your ſfoftnet: 
neſs, timidity, and tender rej. 
man; your helpleſs condition 1: 


y 


ſelves, and his ſupcrior ſtrength 
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„Hur, ability for deſence, and tforiitude in 


. ſe. and frequent applicatiot 16 * 515 910 
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gil fo many winning Ways, concur to form 
- nlca, which nothing can difallow of 
. tand but brutality. Appetite indeed 
naturally brutal: untamed by religion, 
uncheinech by reafon, what havock does 
not com mit;? Nothing can be more 
ie ferocious: than lawleſs defhre. 
0 v Ott; en, alas, does it disfigure and de- 
nds otherwiſe adorned with very 
; tluable qualities | Have we no. ſeen 
Erna, Who! In 2 ſober mood were G Open to 
ih tendercit Feelings of humanity, inca- 
pable of any thing unjuſt or difhonour- 

cahn, and phant to good advice ; 

et, in the rebellion of their blood, 
Pwr ungovernable and fierce as any 
bealt of the foreſt, broke through all re- 
int, and to gratiſy the paihon that im- 
Foc them, ruſhed on crimes utterly re- 
pugnant to the beſt ſentiments of their 
bv hearts? Need I tell you that from 


Wi; your tacit acknowledgement ot 
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ſuch men your virtue is in danger, |; 


ſo much the more by how much che 
lities juſt named are, when allow 
operate, particularly engaging? 


fact is, that, being inlaid in the cone. 


tion, they do operate frequently. 
never perhaps more than imme. 
after thoſe unhappy deviations, . 


ſomething within whiſpers the necolhs 


of making every poſſible atonement, 
is in- this way that thoſe good-natr 
unhappy men keep themſelves a 


another in countenance, and otter fie 


into your affection. Yet are the: 
means the worſt enemies of wc 


kind, 


It is your ſmooth, cool, compliniens 
Iibertines, who have ſtecled their br 


by aſyitem, whom the boaſted prin: 
or rather no-principles of infidelity, 
raiſed to a plonous contempe of 
human and divine, delivered . 
vulgar conceit of unmortality, 
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— 


© :1:turc, with the ignoble prejudices of 


OY 


&.:c210n, which happened to be on the 


a juſtice, honour, ſympathy ;—it 


do conquer the little weakneſſes 


{ch men, my fair ones, ſuch flagi- 
aid obdurate wretches, whote wiles, 


Mould you chance to be thrown in their 
you have moſt reaſon to dread, 
believe me, they abound every where. 


5 > enormity of their characters, and 
de blackneſs of their opinions, till by 
Raining your confidence they can inſi- 
Puate the laſt with advantage, ſo as to 
Mice off your apprehenſions of the firſt, 
2:1 Wont the edge of your refolutions. 
fſenſc of piety, the love of virtue, a 
rk to reputation, the ar of conſe- 
chences, every principle borrowed from 


15 world and the next, they are. well 


Bc world be alarmed and excited, were 
0 giſcloſe their deſigns, or explain 
ideas at once, without preparation 
206 —Dat 1 will not attempt to 


em you indeed they will carefully con- 
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unfold the myſtery of iniquity, in whit 
they wrap themiſclves, and work un 
ed. Let it remain involved in i 
darkneſs and horror; which can: | ow. 
ever hide it from the eye of heaven, wif 
hotteſt vengeance {hall one day tal 
and blaſt it. 


Your ſaſety, 1 faid before, lic 11; re 
treat and vigilance, in fobriety a 
dence, in virtuous friendſhip and ra. na 
converſation, in domeſtic, elegant, 
intellectual accompliſhments: I 
in the Guardianſhip of Omnipo -« 
that which muſt give efficacy to all 1! 
reſt; but Which can only be obtatnce of 
ſomething more and better than them 
I mean, True Religion. What © 
{on have you to hope for à privileg 
ſo great, if you do not aſk it? Whi 
cauſe could you have to complain, ! 
your righteous Creator, on whom eve!) 
conſideration ought to teach you e 
dance, were to leave you to you! (tl! 
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©... thoſc dangerous attacks, or art- 


nares, which you preiumptuoufly 
* eine vou could reſiſt by your own 
©. . tb, or elude: by your caution? That 
| ty which does not depreſs, as 
4 (tian humility never Can, 1s the beſt 
„ of ſecurity. She who is moſt ſen. 
i on her hazard, is moſt 
== ard. She who perceives her 
„ unbecility, will be glad to invoke a 
Nor will the Parent of all 
deaf to one of his zeatonable offspring, 
of the 
ner frame and ſituation expoſe her, 


unplores his help. 


kel to be 


T2 CY MOWET. 
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pprehenfive difhcultics to 
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ey often. is the help of man, 
Wc! when afforded in its 
| W 2 then muſt be the 
t afforded, 


utmoſt extent. 
Cale: when it 18 
but when he who 


mall young creatures of your ſex, 
| gentle, fearful, 


e innocent, 
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8 SERMON IX. 


„by wolves in ſheeps cloathig = 


whom ſhall they flee, but to the 


of Iſrac!? And will he, think 
Ject or abandon them; he who 


miſcd to © gather the lambs 


„arm, and to carry them in his | 


(TL 
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i "Nepla 


& 6 | . 


| 
M50 
= * 4 


he who has always ſhown hin! 


eſpecially concerned tor objec: 
nd deititution, the poor, the 


the ſtranger, the oppreſſed, th. 
and fatherleſs, and tuch as hav: 
help them; in a word, he who": | 
dence | is then neareſt, and whot: t 
is then readieſt, when his creates 
molt forſaken by others:? 


To obtain the divine inter; 


18 * by the Pfalwiſt as a 


401 olate. O be not far from me. 
c“ trouble is nigh at hand, an: 


« none to help me. I look 


« right-hand, and beheld, but 
* no man that would know 1: 


— . ͤ rn 


8r 


nd, 
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ne; no man cared for my foul, 
o thee, 0 Lord 
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„ who rides on the heavens for 9 
& help, on his excellency in the 
Or having ſo done, can you |} 
a doubt of your ſafety, while 1 
« place of defence is the munition | 'F 
1 
1 


6 rocks?” 


But to proceed to our laſt aro WM t 
let the injuſtice, unkindnefs, an | 4 
chery of the world, engage yo BS 
Prudence, Purity, and Devotion. 
natural or any amiable tye, br 
you are or may be bound, (Go: x: 
that I ſhould ſeek to flacken. Mos n 
affections for proper objects nM p | 
allowed, you are called to indulge. | h 
ſuch means you will fill your? er 
ſociety, or be in the way to fill tor R 
the ſame time that you will cenie i "A 
beſt thing in human liſe, tte | * 
feelings of the heart. But fhail cg . B 
once more, what has in one {hay- «: "i w ri 
other been ſaid fo often, that 1 
theſe are ill directed, or carricd e 
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en are fare to entangle in guilt and diſ- 


nde? Now to prevent, as much 
ble, the wandering of your paſſions, 


de Almighty makes uſe of the paſſions 


thers. To bring good out of evil 
glory of his government. The 


arttleſfneſs of thoſe who have abuſed 


ir freedom, he Permits as a warning 


von, no lets than a puniſhment to 


v TY 


zen will endeavour to de ſpoil tha 
ve which they ſhould cherith, to cor- 


©thote nunds which rhe ey ſhould m- 


ma word, to ruin that ſex wiote 


3 "ns 5 =I 
our and welfare are in a great meaſure 


5 
1 


you with diſdain and TIO 


Can ny of you be ſo mean, fo 

Na ang man, as tO doat on the tranors 9 

n where their aim is not deſtruction, 

'- merely for amuſement they flatter 

vothe, ſhould ye ſuffer yourſelves to 

0 ucech into fondneſs? How fooliſh 
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to be taken with thoſe little ſuperſi 


tentions, that are fo eaſily learnt 
ichool of faſhion, and fo frequent! 


tiſec to hide a hollow, or diſgutic 2! 


 Jecling foul? 


Are ye ignorant of its being 4 
bliſhed ſyſtem among men ot 4 
pleaſure, that your ſex have no pr! 
that you are deſigned only to cr; 
purpoſes; and that, when you 
do fo, it is mere pride or profs d 
tion? Can ye think of this, at. 
offended ? Will ye continue 1 


ſuch characters to the ſober, ſei: 


ſeniimental ? 


You often behold the wrecks 


that has been biaſted, and of inne 


that has been betrayed. Provide 


0 1 
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lows thoſe miterable beings to Carry. 


eftrontery ſo far as to appear. * 


Mar e in every public place, the 
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ation; and can ye fail of being im- 


with ſalutary terror? 


e reſtrain che ſpirit of indignant 
from darting out on thoſe men 
in Your company, dare to ſpeak a 
unſit for you to hear? Should 
eves. at leaſt make them ſenſible 
ont oſtered to your ears? And 


hardened enough not TIO be 


ned, docs it not become vou ever 
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hun their ſight, as you would 
bear or a ſatyf? J am fure you 
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grafted on eſteem, or ſed by it, 
1 uch noble principle, But how 
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to vindicate its honours. - Let the 
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empty form and criminal 1ndulgencs, 
the blind admiration of an outfide. . 
ſhort-lived gratification of youth 
to a genuine, holy, and enlighten | 
tion; ſuch as ſpringing chiefly tt 
ſympathy of honeſt and generous 
ſhall flouriſm when fancy, your! 


beauty, arc no more. 


If women will marry men of 4 
rals, if from whatever motive . 
manifeſtly endanger their oπ¹] ß f 
by forming ſo intimate a conne x 7 
thoſe who betray a total neglect b J | 
what can we lay either for religio! 8 
lex, that will make any imprc! X 
thoſe who are prejudiced ' again“ 3 
What can ſhe plead that accepts 4 


ſcruple the hand of a man, who 1s 1-4 
or ever ſeen in a place of worſhip. 
whoſe companions are known to 
tane or licentious? Is this to act, 
greateſt concern of life, like a pen 
principle ? | 
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corfoits always precarious. Ever, 
in nature is ſubject to viciſſitude; 2 
thing more uſual than for men (+ | A. 
different deportment as the 1 M , 
ces or intereits, their opinions or }:.; 1. 
vary. There is but one anni | | | 
ſriend, © a friend that ſticks cl 1 
« brother, a lover, or a Parti, H . 

« is the fame yeſterday, and to ©: : 

«for ever. He will never lee 41-8 
i he will never forſake you.” IIe 1 
engaged bimſeli by his promi“ 
„ ig not man that he ſhould lic., | | 

e the lon of man that he fl: -B 
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While I paint ſuch a ſituation, 


does not fee the need of Piety? 
Wit remains for this pretty ſufferer, but 
1} faſt her innocence at all adven- 

nd look up to him “ with whom 


therleſs find mercy, — —* Pro- 
me, O my heavenly Father, my 


(are and never ſatiing friend; pro— 


thy poor, dependant, helpleſs crea- 


Fiom this wilderneſs of life I 


1p my cyes to thee; tc thy throne 
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etch out my arms tor tuc- 

zehold, | am needy, and feeble, 
tun of affliction. 
i tremble for tear. 


I iread among 
Gut 'Thou 


Vercitul Save me, O Lord, moſt 
"iy; fave me from evil men, from 


companions, from folly, from my- 

%% wants ſupply, molt gracious : 

2knets ſtrengthen : for ever guard 
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thee implanted. 


ain path, becauſe. of my enemies. 
none have power to hurt me; may 
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ſteps. Send down wiſdom fro. 


holy heavens, that ſhe may lab 
me continually, and ſweetly ce. 
in all my doings. In thee, 

in Thee alone have I put my 


me never be confounded. BS. 


for ever and ever, and my gu 
unto death. IL aſk it for the ta... 


Divine Redeemer. Amen.“ 
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dbceitful, and beauty is vain 
W / 1: Cen that feareth the Lord, SH 


, L "VOTION, my beloved hearers, 
1bufneſs of too much import- 

2 dignity to be yet diſmiſſed 
| en out meditation. What has been 

red on this head, is but a ſmal?} 
Ep © that which I would recommend 
30 1 wiention, From a former him 
| * i" readily conceive, that to preſent 
with à regular ſyſtem of piety 
» delign, Such an attempt were 
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ſuperfluous, Of the ſpiritual k 
are books innumerable, in which 
meet with all that can be ait 
ſubject in general. The Induc« 
Religion, which are more in 
derived from your ſex and fitv; 
gether with thoſe Exerciſes and 
fects of it, that concern you m 
cularly, are the points to whicl 
properly confines me. 


I will begin this diſcourſe b. 
ing a bar, which has been thro: 
way by ſuch as have appeare: 
every opportunity to depreciate | 
half of the human ſpecies. I 
tion of women has been con“ 
nothing more than the paſo: 
directed to a divine object, 
reality they longed for an infer c 


or happened to be difappointec 
wiſhes: an opinien which 
occalion to lome wit and 
cule. 
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ems to have proceeded chiefly from 
agaaules; the amorous ſtyle which has 
Wb 00 many female pens been adopted 


WS: devotional writings ; and the multi- 


Wt: young women who, denied ori— 


WS: the opportunity of indujging their: 


BS. i] inclinations, or afterwards crotied 
die purſuic ok them, have fiung them- 
gcc. beadiong into the gloomy retreats 
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1 miſtaken piety, where they have 


taught to offer at a heaventy (hrirne 
hres which were not ſuffered to 
Sun {rccly elſewhere. 


iin now on the former circumſtance 
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obſerve, that the language of 
e has nor, fo far as I know, been ad- 

mt books of devotion by female 
ecguently than by male authors; 
WW it, this practice, both have pro- 
** hought themſelves warranted by 
BSc imple of Solomon in his well- 
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own Song. a compoſition, of which J 
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it came from a monarch of his ch. 
in thoſe earlier days of eaſtern 
tion and eaſtern ardour, it ſhould by 50 
means be made a model for c 
writers. In the New Teſtan co 
though produced from the ſam- 
we find very little of this fort, 41: 
tle in the chaſteit and pureſt 
the ſame time thai there we are ce: 
required and taught, * to worte by 
«who is a ſpirit in ſpirit and in truth, 
But when we diſapprove of the 
as indiſcreet, muſt we condern:: 
ſenſual ; or becautc in ſome it 141 
been the ebullition of a Jaſcivious ſan, 


mall we pronounce it to be 10 
chat among ſuch as 
@ been not a fewemi ne 


Certain it 1: 
it, there ha 


In. the caſe of thoſe numerous 10 
to the church of Rome, who by 110416 
or craft, deſpondende or {uperttitio, ® 
Immurred in convents z, what, . e 10G 


, more reaſonable, or in truth more 


cConſolation from the next? Or it 


. jinding it impoſſible to cultivate one of 
ftcongeſt propenſities of the human 
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Bart, by that kind of commerce which 
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3-ctions of the foul, thoſe that are im- 
lately connecked with piety: Will 
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women living in the world? L ap- 
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proceed upon a low idea of 
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our frame, they are utter ſtrangers | 0 
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genuine e who do No! 
that it 18 Cap. Able ( fr: [1 nz (0 th. I.E 


- - 


rehnement, By ales the cau 
Virtuous Love, 1 thal} be able to 
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to be founded in nature; I mean 
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T1 vated Nature, V Here a. lente 


Divinity obtains. As virtuous 40 
rates on both the ſexes pretty near 
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what I am going to obſerve of 
on the men may, I believe, be 1: 
pled to the impreſſions produced 


the women. 
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A man ſces in ſome public plas: 
number of young perſons to who: 
ver ſpoke. He ſurveys them at! 


ſtruck with one who is really le. 


titul than ſeveral others preſent, . 
is 10 even in his eyes: in her 16 
decides at once, It is a come 
how ſhall we account for. it ? 


ccive, thus: Every countenance cps 
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thought to expreis, a character pe- 
to itſelfk; and that which cor- 


as moſt with our particular taſte 


way of temper, behaviour, under 


ing, we neceffarily and ſpontancouſſy 


NC 


By this character therefore, whe- 
real or 1maginery, We are deter- 
As was hinted in a former dif. 

t is the foul we feck. With 
only 
ented to our eyes attracts us merely 
age of that which they cannot 
ur ſenſes may be faid to 
not ; but, ſtrictiy fpeaking, che 
| 1 in che foul. Our ſenſes 


berly the vehicles of our affection; 


that aflection they ſtill act in 
lation. It is ſupreme. Its power 


ech o great, that were the gratifica- 
the lenſes, in the paſhon we are 
onſidering, to interfere with the 


o our nobler part, or with this 


eit lentiment which conſtitutes It's 
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heſitation. To virtuous love the 1; = 
facrifice is eſſential. What hazard. Z 
ſhips, loſſes, pains, has not this | 
attachment encountered, with 
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and even with extaſy; happy in wanne 
ing its zeal by the moſt arduous 109! 
To mention but one inſtance ane 
2 ten thouſand, and that recorded. 
Writz we are told, that „ Jacob 
„ ſeven years for Rachel, and 
« ſeemed to him but a few: days.” \ 
« For the love he had to her.” 
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But now ſuppoſe the man wie 
imagmed, to Cheri with {ons fs 
ſudden impreſlion made upon 
certain appearance; to be intro 
the lady, and to admire her 
more tor thoſe internal qualtt:: 
from that appearance he pretur 
poliels. With her looks tov he 
day more deeply {mitten, but . 
are the fancied picture of ho! a 
This ideal form follows him cv: y ht 
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Buſinels, company, amuſement, he could 
act. cadare but for the thoughts vi her, 
which are for ever intermingling. Her 
converſation, her ſmiles, her approbation, 
wen the ſlighteſt marks of her regard, 
him happineſs unequalled, and ſuch 
34 can only be excelled by the entire poſ- 
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ſues, he obtains it. And now ſuppoſe 
him to diſcover, that the character he 


ned to contemplate with tranſport Was 
= merely imaginery: that ſhe is abſolutely 


deſtitute ot the diſpoſitions, the ſenti- 
„in one word, the foul which he 
: : hat fondly hgured-—-—Need I ſpeak the 
W ft? Ah, what diſappointment and 
W vikry! Where now is his love? 


= irc the ſacred, fervent, elevated paſ- 
L hon, he 16 lately foſtered as the felicity 
Y ot his life! Intellectual and moral 
1 city he chiefly fought. He finds it 
1 ot. and becauſe he does not find it, 
A Wat happens? His very ſenſes, though 
3 ung conſtitutionally the ſame, re- 
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ſeion ol the endearing object. He pur- 
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volt, are tliſguſted, and chilled. 
chanting face enchants no more 
why? Becauſe it no longer retlicc}: 
image that inflanied bis breatt. 4 
a tyrant ſtarts up there, where He 
ſoftneſs ſeemed torchde. 


But now let us reverſe this 
part of the ſcene, and ſuppoſe thy! 
lady's real character anſwers to 
pearance; that, initead of Toh! 
gains : by A more intimate acqua! 
in ſhort, that certain hidden grace 


no feature, {orm, or air could 


preſs, diiplay themſelves as circur 
riſe to call them forth: what wil 


— 
* 


coniequence? That the YOout 1111; 
of our lover will increaſe ? No, 
better ardour WII! that of rations: 
Jentimental complacence, and felt. 
tulation. The other, as he advan 
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life, will gradually abate, an! + 
vaniſh, What then? Will his 
neſs vaniſh, or his aftection aba“ 
no means. We have ſeen that {ro 
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beginning it was the love of her mind 
Iprincipally. It is fo now more than ever. 
| |; les emotion; it has more ſolidity: 
. 18 leis earthly ; it is more divine. It is 
El mellowed into friendſhip. What 
111 fay 7 lt is the felt feeling of the 
Wn heart, And the attraction grows, 
Fun by habit, partly by the increaſe. of 
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WE 0 04151110 that cauled it on her fide, 
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Ei} pirtly by che improvement of good 
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ſitions on his. The tumultuous 
regular picatures to which perhaps, 
ne knew her, he was addicted, 
no Joſt their reltih. The calm, 


teretting joys, he taſtes in her ſo- 
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ccupy all his leiſure. From every 
nent, whether of the buſy or idle 
„returns to her with new delight, 
% habe off the interrupting world, 
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RE 3 ! a4 . 2 3 
impatient when it compels him to 


ig abſence. By the lovely ſympa- 
her gentle boſom, his cares are 
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Het, Eis labours ſoftened, and his 
rendered .caly, Is he ſuccesful * 
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luxury of ſenſual indulgence. le 


he knows not,” and which be cant 
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His ſueceſs is triumph, from this thou 
6 | ſhall be able ro make her more ah 
whom my foul loveth.“ Is {he i: yy 
or ſickneſs! does her health declin; 
Will this man look on unconcong! 
Ah ! no: he will hang over her 1-4 q 
diitreſs with augumented fond 
an anguiſh more charming than all 1 


bloom withered? are the allure g 
youth gone? Will he grow indie 
rent? No, no! in his eye the is han 
ſome ſtill. In all ſhe fays, and 
looks, he ſtill beholds, and iti! ame 
the unfaded and untading beau fly 
ſoul. 

It any profane or inſenſible 
prone ** to ipeak evil of the thing. 


know, ſhould affect to treat tis . 
ſentation witi: ridicule, as vito 
unnatural, I can only pity kim. 1% 
who are diſpoſed to be inge agu ad 


4 — TIS ao 
* r , 
* 3 2 
„ 
- rnd 
— 


EN: 


: I 
* * 7 I of 
| E 8 La — _— 4 
„ IS 
2 8 3 2 i WES. a 
: we, * 9 PS I n D £5 ed ad ᷣͤ K 2 
* 7 LOR ERS . wh. dp he 1 THEE SES 4 Nt 9 9 : F | 
> S Eo * y 2 How. . yy CNS < 
_ S + 8H 2 k ww Wk: 13 = ME * 
ef _— * - 
— o 
— 
* 5 » 


9 *Y +; 2 
2 2 1 N 8 * 
* 4429s «edt of ed Pry 


SERMON X. 107 


did, may reſt aſſured that it is taken 
am lite. Thofes whom it reſembles will 
vn 14 true, while they had it :mpertect. 
„in berleck as it is, it will, if I miſtake 
he ſuthcient to prove the point {or 
ich 1 have produced its 


erion, which in the purett paſhon be- 
1 the ſexes we have acknowledped 


- 


vo ſound to be only an interior in- 
an 1t, and one whole operation is ſoon 


iſhed; abſtract from this, and what 
E ; Eo. in all the reſt, that may not be 
Need to. the love of excellence? But 


cite, I would gladly know, is the 


lea in the love of God? Be- 
en that Firſt of Beings, and the moſt 
ed of his creatures, the diſtance 


cd infinite. The faireſt virtues we 
U C around us are at beſt but tunt emana- 
Ins from him, who is © the perfection of 
beauty.“ But from theſe and {rom the 


Abſtract, my fiſters, from that regard 


au original ingredient, but which 
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admiration they inſpire, it is, that we 4, 
led us to him, as by* fo manvx 
though ſcattered ſtreams to th; 


tail, 


And now ſuppoſe that à young 
poſſeſſed with the belief of this 
cellence, is diſappointed in her 
of an agreeable union with on. 
ſex: ſhe turns her thoughts tc 
She contemplates truth and recti 
dom and goodneſs, power, mercy, 
faithfulneſs, in their fource. 
ſiders them as all working togeth-r 
good; {he ſees them ſhining than 
cloud of diſappointment. From 
ſhe hears, as it were, her Mas, 
addreſling her: * My daughter. 
„thy heart. Thy ſupreme affection 
upon earth can deſerve. Human 
© ments are all defective; humans 
© zre often inſincere. Put not 
in the ſon of man: he may decoive 
* he may change, or he may not abc! 
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vou. But of this kind you have 
to fear from your Cxcator. 
thyſelf, my child, on my friend- 


dhe is not diſobedient to the 


— 


ball. She proſtrates herſelf in 
Moſt High To him 

that he which he formed ; 
{11 1 it out with freedom. 

: perſeCtions of his nature; the 
Of Ker own, with all the failings 
conteiles ; 
low. Her mind is relieved; 
pervades: her ſoul: out of 


he waxes ſtrong. 


her in full ly, ever + 
jects open to her view; ſoli— 
[ence begin to charm. Con- 
her God, 
Eine, with Herſelf, yields a Cs 8 
In the midſt of 


$9154 1ONFS for its return; from the 


with her Saviour 


retreats with 
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Joy; ſelf-denial for the fake of 8, 
goodneſs, loſes its name; her de. 
delight; the ſpirit of ſaeriſice 

its nobleneſs. She is great, 

happy. —Say, ye ſons of railler: 

fers at female devotion, declare win 
there in all this, unnatural, irrational, 
1m any reſpect unſuitable tothe 
ceptions of the human wind? 


From what I have ſaid let 
gine, that I mean to inſinuate 
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votion may not be found ir 

well as bngle lite; or that a w 
not have recourſe to piety, und. 
driven to it by diſappointed love 
like every other diſtreſs, and y 
haps than any other, will prom; 
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perſon of reflection to turn 


mighty, But of worth or inge * 
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ſurely have no true feeling. 
that the character of the Suprun 
from a heart well diſpoled 
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donate veneration in any condition, 
under any circumſtance whitioever, 


That in female nature there are cet- 
„ Qualities, which feem peculiarly cal- 
Fed, by the grace of Cod, to diſpoſe 
| 10 reception and culture of this 
0 ne prnciple, 1 will proceed in the next 
Picco dorm ontirate. 


| your ſex are, in 2 particular de- 
Ec eptible of all the tender affec- 
ns, will, I preſume, be allowed by 
ot. Their propenſity to thoſe, with 
hich the paſſion of love is more im- 
Pediuely complicated, has been charged 
n them by many as matter of re- 
dn What to me appears in general 


ed with whatever has a tendency 


| the heart. But I have always 
tat the ſpirit of devotion de- 


% them honour, is the warmth of 
attachments, and their aptitude to 
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pends on ſentiment, rather th. 
nation; on the feelings of gra. 
wonder, joy and ſorrow, tri1in, 
contrition, hope and fear, rathor thi 


or pious ſpeculation however c 
11g1ong it is certain, has been ohen 
and loft in the labyrinth of ſcho! 
Although, in “ contending fc 
is once delivered to the ſaints” as. 
attacks of unbelievers, found cri 


diſpaſſionate argument be unden 


proper weapons, and although to n 
minds they be alſo the natural Ir, 
of information and conviction: ; 
not by chem that the devotion a! 
15 awakened and kept alive. 


"7Y 5 1 4 0 q 8 
For unintelligible impreſſios N 


enthuſiaſm, I am not an advee 


Common ſenſe, calm reflect! 
3 
ial righteouſneſs, a human, 
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ce, or for any perſuaſion. A faith, 
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3 ; | 1 
irty, a moderation that can applaud 


in an enemy; theſe, my dear 


„ muſt never be given up on any 


\thout morality, a devotion repugnant 
bon, are not chriſtianity ; but hypo- 
or ſuperſtition, Beware of ſuch: 
det the maſk of zeal would ſeek 
Ko remove you from the only ground 
_ I „ God's bleſſing, can fecure your 
Nedfaſtneſs, improvement, and comfort; 


ah a ſober evangelical piety. 


he Gays of the apoſtles there were 


t hz 


::ccellors- are numerous. I jay 
in, Of 


Jt ſuch beware, “ left by any 


ans, as the lerpent beguiled Eve 
ufough hs ſubtilty, o your minds 


pI 


be corrunted from the ſimpli- 


nat is in Chriſt.“ Remember 


that whatever teacher or teachers 
. 1 


bat “ lay in wait to deceive, that 
pt into widows bouſes, and led 
piyve filly. women.“ In our days 
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would avail themſelves of the warm 4 
your pathons, or the vivacity. 91 
imaginations, to feduce you al. 
lyſtem unfriendly to a good 
a good life, do either miſtake th: 
deſign of the goſpel, or have an i! © 
fign on you. But then on th 
hand you may be - equally ailiirid, the 
whatever teacher or teachers wovid 'y 
tempt by dry diſputation, or eo: ge 
to convert or edify ſouls, ar. 0 
alike to nature and to chriſtianity Wh 
in truth is the latter, but an ct 
and powerful addreſs io the form 
vinely adapted to take hold noi»! tk 
underſtanding only, but of the £0: {2100 
the will, and the paſſions; 11.4 3% 
the moſt vital and operative 
the heart? 


Among the reſt I mention 
of Fear. We are told by aun -- 3008 
that “perfect love caſteth : 
But periect love, in matters or rel 


Tz. 
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mot, ſtrickly underſtood, be ſuppoſed 
npatlble with human frailty. To that 


W: the (vilem of Jeſus graciouſly propor- 
Fond, There the pallion I ſpeak of is 


bat can be conceived, For what pur- 


Sor No; but to reſtrain che impe- 
July of deſire, and to prevent the milery 
order; not to frighten you from 
We morcy-ſeat, hut to thew you the ne- 
Welty of taking ſhelter there. You, 
1 y female friends, are naturali/ fearſul. 


-onterous wearneis prompts you con- 


* 


3 = 5 . * z ® | 
to {eek protection. Fecling your 


Wi, and Knowing your ſex to be help- 
i ſet to men for fatety. But do 
_ 3 

PP. aways: find it N. them? — Need 1 
Wt 1011 10 2 {ure reſuge? I have don: 
acacy, Are you mortified at the 
by md y G4 your nature? Are vou de- 
he (eebleneſs of your frame? 
not that you have cauſe. 1 an 
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f 1 | Bock as 
»licto, in a manner the moſt jiriking 


p io damp refolntion, or diſhearten 


1 haxe not; if a ſenſe of your 
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condition have induced you to | 
ſelves under the guardianſhip 
potence. Many of you, it is 
Rave the art of turning your infirq 
your own advantage, ſo far a: 
your influence with our tex. 


— — 


power, which you thus extract 
becility, is often, alas! by the 
nels of your paſhons, only ende 
duChve of new and greater wa 
whereas, ff you were wiſe, yon 
your natural frailty build an 
ſtrength, by fecuring the p. 
the Almighty. 


Your Encourageraents to dc 
the practice of fack a piety as 
recommending, I will conf: 
next place; thoſe ' encouray* 
mean which both Providence 
ture preſent to your ſex wit! 
priation as obſervable in itſc“ 
merciful to you, 


* 2 +» = 4 : 2 E N : 3 * , 
3 , , — T e £3 * = * . : ' "i n l 
— - ” wy ww - e 4 2 


S ERM ON KX. 117 


Nothing can be more plain, than that 
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umſtances pecullarly advantages 


ir the exerciſes of devotion, and for 
reſervation of that virtue, without 
very profeſion of godiineſs muſt 
carded as an impudent pretence. 


(ation of men lays them opeu to 


i 


of remptations, that lie out of. 
The buſtle of life, in which 
-enerally engaged, leaves them 
1ttIc, leiſure for holy othces. 
palllons are daily iubject to be 
ne ferment of buſtneſs ; and 
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t for them to avoid being im- 

- excels, while lometimes a pie- 
nice, { equertly a Pre ing appetite, 
Vetus Irequently the tear of ridicule, 
tes them to co | W ver 
© comply! Hos ver; 


Dung man to withitand 


de world's dread laugh, 


carce the firm Philoſopher Cars, 
i Donn T2 | 
ern! 
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eee has placed you moſt commonly 
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In the caſe of our ſex, do we 
ſee ranked on tbe fide of lie 
that reputation which ought t. 
ſobriety alone? Is not the 


laughed at by thoſe, to whole 0 
giddy young men will pay mol 5 


their own companions f le 
trary cried up as a mark of p 
it, in their unret {trained cc 


mongſt a diverſity of humou 


with affronts, are they not con” 
that the maxuns of honour cc. 
to take revenge? Is not al! 
iy unfavourable to the relig: 
which fo great a part cont: 


and prayer, in regularity and C0110, Þ 


ſelf · command and mild affec 
from ſuch ſnares your cx arc 


empted. 


In many inſtances men at: 


folly, before they {urrend<: 
Wonen matt generally mnvid n 098 


or rather indeed take it by ale 
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pofleſs themfelves of its guilty 
res. So far the Almighty, in con- 
tion of their debility, and from a re- 
-1r to their innocence has raiſed a kind 
ence about them, to prevent thoſe 
Adler excurlons into which the other 
ate frequently carried, with a freedom 
eched by fear, and favoured by 


Ute I. 


Corrupt as the world is, it certainly 
does expect from young women a_ firict 
ecorum 3 nor, as we have ſeen before, 
1065 it caltly forg ve them the leaſt devia- 

Add that, While you remain with- 

milies of your own, few of you 
 necellarily to engaged, as not to have 
portion of time with daily oppor- 
antics tor recollection, if you be in- 
zuck to improve them. I go farther and 
119/021, that your improving them by a 
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che mot regular and avowed, it 


unattected and liberal, will be 
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no ſort of objection to the men, 
the reverſe. | 


A bigotted woman every man 
will carefully ſhun, as a molt 
able, and even dangerous con 
But the ſecret reverence, wh 
majeſtic form Religion imprint 
hearts of all, is ſuch, that ev 
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who will not ſubmit to its dicke 
ſelves, do yet wiſh it to be reg; 
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thoſe With Whom they are CONNnec 
the neateſt relation. The verriet 
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of them all, Iam apt to believe, 
be ſorry to find his filter, daug 
wife, under no reftraint fron: 
principle. Thus it is, that 
greateſt libertines are forced to 
the fame inſtant, a kind of im; 
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ſpect to the two main Objects? 
profligate ſatire, Piety and Vo 
while they conſider theſe as .. 
each other, and tacitly Det edit 
the firit is the on ly effeEtual 1 
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uring the good behaviour of the laſt, 
them talk as long, and as contem- 
ouſly as they will, about that eaſy cre- 
„ and thoſe ſuperſtitious tertors, 


. 


they pretend to be the foundation 


908108 ſomething within will 
, give them the lie, ſo long as they 
that your religion renders you 
{teadily virtuous, and more truly 


But let us turn to Scripture, and fee 


peculiar incitement you have from 


ence to the probeſſion and practice of 
inetd, How encouraging to reflect, 


the very firſt promiſe made to the hu- 


race Wenn your {ſex with a 


0! honour, as ſignal as it was unex- 
ed! en myſelf by ſaying, 
ach perſonage who ever viſited 
bs who came on the moſt im- 
en, and who executed it in 

t e dec manner, none other 
© lels than „ the {on of God, who 
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« was manifeſted to deſtroy th. warts. 
«© the devil, and on their ruins o n. 
an empire of righteouſueſs and happig 


elevated as heaven, and laſting wy 
nity that He, I ſay, was from he 


f 


ning predicted under the f:ngular 2 


intereſting character of the feed oft) 

« woman !” How exalting a ©cun! 

for your whole ſex, that the © 

men, the admiration of ange! ad ti 
prince of heaven, was acco 1c 

$ the fulneſs of time made ©: - 

And Oh, my young friends, % 

will it for ever reflect on mien rte : 
that * a virgin conceived and ee » 1 WE 
de the only begotten of the Father, tu. vl 3 
„grace and truth ?” Where 1:0, 
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or the philoſophy, that has ed. 
female purity ind exc! 


conſpicuous and noble. 


Nor mult we forget to tax 
particular hONGurs, With which nut 
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Four fox have had their memories tranſ- 
el to poſterity by the ſacred records. 
Not o ift on the females of the Old 
; aitawent, that © through faich have 


a 
— — 


obtained a good report ;* it merits your 


; obſervation how many we read of in the 
+ s 


Nett, who for the dutics of devotedneſs to 


5 tht: Fav iOu ſy the liberalities of reſpect ta 


on, and even the heroiſm of zeal 
his cauſe, are marked out with a pre- 
eminence perfectly diſtinguiſhable. 
TE When of his apoſtles the moſt ſanguine 


E the cit had forſaken him and fled; we 
bad thoſe ianthiul end gentle creatures 
anding his croſs with lamentations, 
With tney were neither aſhamed nor afraid 

vw, Never fure did female tears ap- 
t Pear more graceful. Nor were they merely 
ws ranßent flow of mechanical grief, 


 ealiy furniſhed by too many eyes, where 
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it licart has little or no hare in the ſoft 
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eſſuſion. The love which thoſ- 
daughters of Jeruſalem bore to their n j1+, 
nothing could extinguiſh. Who | 
read that affecting ſtory of the vil 
ſepulchre, paid by ho pious Mary. 
their little company, together 


kind, generous, and, as it mil he 


proved, very hazardous purpoi 
produced it? Their ſetting out 
10 early an hour, while it wes 
to engage in ſo ſolemn a ſcenc. 
ſtriking proof of the courage. 


ſtancy with which their piety had inſpired 


them, amidſt all that ſpirits 
mult have ſuffered from ſo may 
ſtances of forrow, In their 
words, and gettures on that oc: 
think I rcad the painful.) 
tious, that wrought in their tend. 
bing hearts. I am particular 

with the cager anxiety, and beauilth, c 
treſs of Mary 1 Mapdalene, WBoſe 


for the tranſcendent mercies ſhe had te. 
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did then tame out with ſuch un- 


a ved T 
f mmon ſervour. While 1 contemplate 


&.- whole tranſaction, with the conduct 


2 8 I * 
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2% 


. oreceded it, 1 cannot but admire that 
dice which, in preſerence to all others, 
noured thote excellent women with he- 
he firſt witneſſes and publithers of 
ils reſurrection, or, as an ancient wri- 
xprefled it, Apoſtles to the Apoſtles 
Faches, A very natural, as it is in 
RC 1 moſt memorable atteſtation to their 
attachment, and uaconquerable 
Surely it was not in vain, that 
e mnals of inſphation nave regiltered 
pleaſing facts with ſuch particularity. 
Fler they ſtand, and will By ever ſtand, 
monuments of female worth, 
njuncture moſt peculiarly trying, 
of the extraordinary approbation it 
ith from him, in whoſe fight devo» 
\ perteverance, affection and faith, 
ways outthine the morc ſhowy 
at fill the world with hiſtory and 
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J ſhould have mentioned before is. tha 
friendſhip of Jeſus to the ſiſters % 17444 
his appiauſe of the Woman 
and his pathetic addreſs to the v 

followed hin weeping, while |; 
his croſs. It is likewil: worth» fr 
hat of all the diſciples, he who in 
2 certain dirine ſweetneſs of 11, 

to have reſembled him mul, cd 

one of thoſe epiſtles which . . 
of our ſcriptures to a Lady, 
diſtinction much reſpected by 

the believers of that time for ker nent 
piety, and that of her children. 
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And now, if with encourages lint 
theſe to the love of God on: 
Saviour, any of you, my fair 414107) 


— 
— 


thould live in torgettulnels of Lo v 
{hall we ſay of fuch, but 
deſtitute of tue anibition. 
inſenſible to the moſt difltiug g 
vours of heaven! 
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ES 2ut perhaps we ſhall be told, that the 
G : | erpetual flatteries wich many of vou 

meet with from men on account of * 
; zn ſeriot gifts, ſuch as youth, beauty, fancy, 
F "ric htlineſs, prevent or deſtroy thoſe ber- 


aps diſpoſed to cultivate. I doubt it not. 
hut Jo ye plead this as an excuſe? 
our situation, we have granted all along, 


But we have now ſeen, that 
: 5 ices you from other very dangerous 
Re „F and includes the moſt powerful at- 
= to your duty. What are you to 


ianccs. 


= ail yourſelves of theſe advantages, 
i forlifying and guarding you wherever 
95 lie expoſed ? 


bare ſuſt named what appears to me 
our ev weakeſt fide, To arm you on 
= ! have had opportunities of offer 

Dae a variety of precautions. I now ad, 
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} ter ſentiments which you might be other- 


Wſubjects vou to temptations in particular 
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| 5 ter com the whole, but that you ought 
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and it ſhall be my laſt conſideration 


occaſion, that Revelation con: urs 0 


reaion to furniſh the ſtrongeſt 
defence againſt that adulation, 
great an enemy to your ſouls, 


That your ſouls are immort:! 
bable frond reaſon, and curtain 
velation. But the arguments {ron « 
J hold it unneceſſary to propot. 


To attempt the conviction of male . 
fidels falls not within my preſt (chen. 


Indeed I fear it were a hopcle!: 
taking. The prepoſterous van, 
ther with the open or ſecret pr 
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which they have been warped into (cht 


eiſm, would in al! likelihood baillc 
deavours of mine. If they b. 
ever ſo far gone in that unhappy {1 111, 


to be reſolved againſt all fober co!) | 
would earneſtly recommend toten pol 
lal a few of the Many excellen Welti 
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which this age and country have prod. 
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4 


favour of religion both natural and re- 
ed. At the ſame time I would uit 
nind them, that the daring and diſpu- 
2 atious ſpirit of unbelief is utterly repug- 


female ſoftneſs, and to that ſweet 

{ which, in their ſex, is fo pecu- 
bcaling to ours; not to mention, 
an infidel partner a man can 
proſpect of confolation in thoſe 

+ of difirets, when the hopes of fſu- 
can alone adminiſter rclief. — To 
my chriſtian hearers, I was going 
Werve, that the ſtedfaſt and ſcrious 
n e aaa as pointed out in 


r fame, and brought to light by the 


oy excite tuch a mighty concern 
ane its grand in tereſts, ſuch a high 
your internal dignity, fuch a pre- 


ambition of being acceptable 


it» light, who can make you happy or 


ech 107 ever, as mult neceſſarily leſſen 
ir elteem every external and periſh- 
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If you be really poſſeſſed | 
principles, he that from ſpir 
cverlaſting objects would tur: 


regard to ſkin-deep and ſhort-livor 


ments, will ſurely, in a mom: 
collection at leaſt be looked h. 


as a tempter to be ſhunned, 1! 


of life, which in the eye of © 
into ſuch importance, will i}; 


* 


fade away into its native litticngt 


view, whole thoughts are ole 


tained with the magnihcence an, 


of eternal things. Lo that pon 
who, like her of Bethany, 
« the good part, who mec“ 


at the feet of Jeſus, and with de! 


reverence hears his words ; 
tion of the vicious, the imp 
the vain, in ſhort, whatevc: 
her of her portion, or obſtruct b 
ing it, will noty I think, be ove! 
To ber the care of her 1a): 


one thing neediul, Compact wil! 


7 


4 * 
Ss '4 


* 1 
4 
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chat in trath they are, but trifles; in 
becauſe the condition of mortality 


| A en the beſt things of this world appear, 


WE :1:kes it unavoidable, the ſhares with 
EZ inc, but in which ſhe ſhares with 
(ration too, becauſe ſhe has buſineſs 


1:14 of infinite moment. 


What ſhall it profit a man, if he 
„ {hall gain the whole world, and loſe his 
en foul 7” The queſtion was aſked 
E iy him, who knew right well the value 
| of both. Had he aſked What ſhall it 
Woman, it the ſhall pain the 

hole world, and loſe her own ſoul ?“ 


| the {tate of the queſtion have been 


17 You will not ſay it. Weighed 
mit a foul, the empire of the earth 
c  dult in the balance. What then 

we call thoſe things, for which 


N 1 , 2 os a 4 bo \ + 32% 3 of 
. r A 4 k * 4 Wr 


eee daily forfeiting their ſalvation? 


= worth of praiſe or admiration from 
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knaves, or from fools, for whic!:. 
of you are ready to forfeit y 
daughters of Vanity, tell me + 
dreſs, or ſhow, or gaiety of 
where God and goodnets an 
e profit in the day of wrath: 
day of diſcovery and decfſion, nt. 
app earances avail ?-—Give men 
laſt ſentences I had forgot 
ſhow, gaiety, appearances, will ! 
more. — But hold; before we 

let us ſce what they can perivrm 51 


x 
* 


They can attract attention 
alluſe deſire; they can excitc on 
deceive the unwary, and captivate (i 
for a little. But inform ns, 
| beauties, who are told every d 
power, what permanent cllent 


it procure ? Bring it to thc 

the ſun that meaſures you 

ſtill; command the current 

hurries you along, to ftop ; 1a) 
4 - 
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+1250, to fell diſeate, to grim death, Ap- 
ach me not, ye frightful forms. Alas! 
de deaf as the adder, and ſtubborn 
ock. Try then your influence in 

nc {maller thing. Make the experiment 
cad-ach : enjoin it to be gone. 

7241 not. But perhaps th- heart ach 
y hear, and obey: your inward {cel- 

-; at leaſt ſhould be under your con- 
1-1], But you have given thera the rein; 
will they be checked on a ſudden, 
Nie you have thought only of conquer- 
her hearts, you have ſuffered head- 


paſlions to conquer your oven. 
then your worſhippers, aud or- 


er them to interpoſe; ſee it by all their 
ad all their zeal, they can keep 
ung in ſpite of years, or make you 
| um ipite of aifliction. They are ſilent. 
em, if they will undertake to die for 
dbdiey retire. Call after them. 
WV! you anſwer for us at the judgment 
117 — gain that awful period ruſhes on 
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the mind. Ah, my friends, . 
do then without religion? | 


is big with horror. hen, 


be ee 1, with an evidence b 1 
rible as the funeral fire 91 

& beauty is deceitiul, and favour ' 
But what means that unveri: 


human and angelic voices? Vi | 


are thote, which I hear, relounc. 
the aſſenibly of the univerſé? 

de that feareth the Lord, 

* praiſed !”? 
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On Female Piety. 


* . 
0. 


„e beromety women profeijing "God. 


jecertfu ', and brauiy %% Vas: 
man that fearet 4 the Lord, She 
PA J / a. 
107% What has been advanced con- 
ung Female Piety, you be ſatisſied 
Itance and neceſſity; you will 
attend, while I proceed, with- 
preface, to ſhow jou, in what 


may be cultivated with moit 


10 3 i: EF. | vo ® bo 
> Quncult to fay whether the inſtru- 
duties of religion, as they are uſu- 
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ly termed, have been more 
ed by ſuperſtition and hypo: 
hand, or by vicious refineme:: 
philoſophy on the other. By 
they have been extoiled, as 
the whole of religion; wh 
have decried them as vulgar 
and inſignificant. The rea 
they are not only a part of reli; 
cfiential and important part ol. 
as expreſſing its ſeveral affect! 
portant, as nouriſhing and 
them; eſſential; as a direc 
with che divine authority, ar 
as rendering fuci compliance 
and habitual. 


Habits, _ we all know, a: 
many reiterated acts; and 
Continucd, thoſe will xn tin: 
good impreſſions are at fri! 
proper attention, ſo if this be suse 
they will ſoon fade from the und“ 
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the ſooner, no doubt, that many of them 
'eal. were Prod luced there in Oppoſition 
appetite, faſhion, and the maxim: of the 
world, Even friendſhip ety” pea has 


[ 
971. 10 powerful a hold of th 
rt, is not to be 5 e alive, 
ithour that interchange of. words and 
15, It the parties be near; or that 
ce of thonghts and withes, they 
by not, to which it naturally inclincs. 
Wat cöuld you expect from him, who 
| Protets to entertain an affection for 
a yet teſtify no defire of your com- 
bann, take no delight in Your converlation, 
abſent never enquire after you! 
ion is a Divine Friendihip, to be 
and continued ne Ariy in the fame 
| e with that which is Human; 
dig allowance {hill for the infinite 


1 [ Arn nt '® N 
par ber, veen the Creator and the 
gp 1 1 4 ? > > ! * . 1 effi } 
; ur, between the Sovereign Spirit all 


bur and perfect, and a dependant mind 
Canbacllech and frail, 
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In cultivating a friendſhip w! 
withed to be thorough and lat 
would often itep aſide from th: 


verſe; you would lay open 0 
with confidence to the oviec! 
liſten to each communication with 
ture, enter more and more inte 
concepuons, exchange every 1 
of eſteem, and, in the end, c 
union of intereſts and of fouis 
and tender. Now here we 
reſemblance of private «devon 
not my deſign to purſue this rein 
through its ſeveral parts; nei! 
pretend to ſay, that it holds mu: 
every one of them: but che 
ground is clear to her who beh. 
omnipreſent Deity, and know: 
tween minds there may be an!? 
independent of the ſenſes. 
tion can only be Jearnt by pra. 
rauch practice too, 
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not be learnt by thoſe who have 
» reliſh for retirement. 
„e muſt be often attended to in the 
> of the paſhons, and the fecrecy 
1: foul. Thoſe are yet ſtrangers to 
Aaker, who cannot endure to. think 
»r do not love to turn ig him, 

W tt fore, Is the reverſe of this, my 
. dear: Rearer, your caſe? Are your medi- 
FE of God ſweet? Does your heart 
ter him, as its beſt and grcateſt 
it your joy to pour it forth 


his paternal boſom? Do you fre- 


find the exerciſe ſo delightful, as 
2 quit it with unwillingneſs? Do you 
enerally perceive your fentiments raiſed 
refined by it, your ideas of your duty 
woened and entarged, vour deteſtation 

- contrary confirmed and heightened, 
"our reſolutions invigorated of courſe, 


raitnde, humility,” meeknels, re- 


nd Mmiproved? Then are you a true 
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worihipper. 'Theie are ſome 
nuine workings of picty. 


I enquire not, whether t 
ſult of longer or ſhorter pray. 
forms or extempore address, 
fewer ſtated ſcafons for {ſuc 
theſe particulars different min 
diverhty, or à different ede 
ſons it. But the, I ſuppoic; 
greateſt proficient in the Spiri 
who is at the greateſt pain 
do not mean in the way of i 
but in that of carneſtneſs 11d 


Beſide the regular, invariab. 
lemn performance of your 
evening devotions, it wou!c 
now and then, eſpecially on 
ſacred reſt, you took repeated 
ties of entering into your «!. 
your door, and praying tc 
who ſees in ſecret ; according 


yourlelt in a happier diſpofitio. 
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I 1.\oyrents or Were prompted t0 it by 
pecu iat occurrence in your fitua- 
or ex gence in your foul. And if 
certain time of the year, pointed out 
cl,cious cuſtom, or fixed upon by per- 

choice, you were to conſecrate 1 
day to holy retreat and devotional 
lies. joined with prudent faſting ; 
would, I am perſuaded, find it as 
beneficial in your own practice, ag 
nes ſtrongly recommended by the ex- 
ence of the ſaints, 


— 1 
- 
by. 

5 


= 


i, "O21 might be adviſed by e, You 
| prayer neither truſt wholly to 
c ingle fund of thought and expret- 
ion, luppoling it even rich and various, 
ouhne yourſelf entirely to forms, by 
hatever man or {et of men compoted ; 
bu ule ſometimes one, ſometimes the 
Nas the attraction of your mind ſeems 
each at the moment, or as any of theſe 
[10% may on trial be attended with 
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moſt ſatisfaction and advantage. in efte, 
Jam convinced that of thoſe who, |; 
kind of commerce, limit thence! 
their own unafſifted Rock, the 
will often particularly in circum tiny, 
of bad health or ſpiritual dryne{s, be jo. 
duced. to ſuch ſtraits as mutt Prod we 


ir 


poverty of devotion whack they co 
ſuffer, did they proceed on « lirge 
dation. On the other hand. 
conceive, that, even amonꝑſt tho!. 
mo{t devotedto forms, any ſince 
ſhipper ſhould not by the twelling 
ment, and the current of dcvνο , = 
quently carried away into a freer 2: tu 


effuſion of the heart, 


As to the length of thoſe dutics, | w 
only ſay, that you muſt be goycr ac! 1 
your condition both outward am ard 
that you are to avoid every thing care.» 
or formal, whether with or without #7 
conceived words; that little mene 
are often extremely uſeful ort,] l 
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towers but that on the other fide, by 
praying in continuity, the ſoul 18 often 
Wirmcd into life and energy, till that ex- 
Ie which was begun with Janguor is 
|. oncluded with affeclion. 5 


en | ipeak of affection, let me warn 
bet to miſtake the efferveſcence of 
In for the ſpirit of devotion. They are 

things widely different. By their 
tun ye ſhall know them.” The fluency, 
. „ and rapture, produced by the firit, 
7 Nen echanical, ſuperficial, and ineffective ; 
* rendering only the confidence of En- 
, or waſting themſelves in the 
ty of Superſtition. The laſt, 
en irequently accompanied with fin- 
4 tears, and rapture, at leaſt in minds 
0 much tenfibility, is yet often not ſo; 


3 
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it leaves che heart better, hows 
ot be diſcerned immediate- 
« } Oe ho ſometimes perhaps, like the 
1-4 publican, is able only to ſigh 
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wind, and fit it for a new exertion of its 
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out God be merciful to me 


may in that all ſeeing eye be + 
as the moſt eloquent tone | 
adireſſed the throne of heaven. 


of © the ſpirit's helping our 
in this very exerciſe, “and makin 


« ceſlion for us with groan o* 
© not be uttered,” 


7 
». þ 


Mental prayer, and lilent gÞr 1 


will not now econſider. Th e 


tainments of perfons far advance! 
votion. By purſuing the track 


out, you may hope to reach t! 


degree or another; and tome e 


them will lead you to more. 
can abſtract and concentra 

Jo as readily to place heal vc: 
ſence of God, wherever they 


converſe with him even in a cs 


ther by continued eontemplati 


ſudden dartings of pious afiect 0! | 


him on the point of a vigo 


certainly poſſeſs a very noble 1£110!, | 


„ , 


alike of edification and enjoyment ; ſuch 
109 as renders them much leſs dependant 
-n thc accidents of their ſituation, ſince let 
buſineſs or other. engagements be 
i they will, they may be ſüill with 
God, calm, felf-poficited, and happily dif- 
poſed to 
rival life, which there is reaſon to fear 
known by few. 


There is a kind of middle practice, 
probably Jeſs uncommon, as it is 
ccceinly more caſy; that of praying with 


udible to a ſecond perſon, wile yet the 
words are diſtinctly and deliberately ipoken 
' the worſhipper, who by ſuch means 
erte his ideas from diſſipation, and 
es them more deeply on his own 


ent. 1 aid deliberately; becauſe, in 
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15 weil as in every other method of. 


en hurry and precipitation are ut- 


(erty compatible with the (pirit o devo- 
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Of even the ſtrongeſt and mar 
minds it may, I believe, be affen 
they never think at all, on chatte. 
Hong without the ſecret or 
khngvage, although they ſeidom e 
it. Be that as it may, I am fatio5+1 ts 
vocal prayer, whether more or 
late, will be found, in genera!, 
molt. proportioned to the hum 
ticularly to the female faculiics, 
manner Jaſk mentioned we han 
able example in the mother of Sn 
is a beautiſul paſſage, ſtrongly e? 
the workings. of a devout t toro 
foirit, and at the ſame time f purer df 
_ devotion to turn {orrow and $6917 1199 
roy and praiſe, 


1 


* + 
— 
— 


One thing we may boldiy pronon 


as a maxim which will never 15: ; tot no 
ſhe has worſhipped to purpolc, mm * lat af 
ever mode the has worſhipped. who come th, 
| t 8 r £ " He _ "OE \y , 
away improved or eftabiiſhec une 


diſpoſitions, whether theſe be 
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with much emotion or with none, with 
muck delight or with little, at the time, 
1's remark I judged peculiarly neceſſary 
e, conldering how eaſily you, my young 
ende, may be miſled on this ſubject by 
chat ardour of paſſion, and that vivacity of 
 {.-4, which are ſo natura! to you; and 
which, wherever devotion is concerned, 
I prone to aſſume its name, when at 
| the very belt they can only aid its flights. 


Un ile fame principle, I would caution 
Ie not to loſe yourſelves in generalities; 
"ch, however they may chance to en- 
[£72 the underſtanding, or entertain the 
ation, ſeldom touch the conſcience, 
0: Liter the heart. In converſing with 
s certainly to dwell on thoſe matters 
allet ted ou moſt nearly, or to throw 
hoe reflexions that moſt readily oc- 
urred, In this higher correſpondence, 
Ju ould do the ſame ; only with more 
L 3 


dus and intimate friend, you would 
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ſolemnity, and greater abſtra 
iccular objects. 


Nothing can be more errony. 
the COmmon opinion, that Ilie 
parts of prayer, as they are uſi;. 
cd, ought to enter into Every ton 
on devotion. What is this, bi; 
into a mere trial of ſkill, 6 
within che trammels oO; T4 
thereby degrade to a laboriew: 
piece of formality, that which © 
free and unaffected, natural aud 
J am going mto the company 
„ friend. Let me ſettle be! 

6 whole plan of our converſatio! 
may be ſure to introduce 111; 

* topics, in order to ditculs thin 
© one aſter another, at full lengib, aud 
© due connection. — He who Hen 
in this manner would diſcorta, u. 
very little acquaintance with che! 

triendſhip. In that, my 6. 
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„ne devotion, there is nothing, believe me, 
al, nicely managed, or elaborately 
died, Efteem, ſentiment, confidence, 
/mpathy of foul, und the overlowings 

* he hearty are all in all. I think not at 
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of the public ollices of religion, 
ee, in thoſe who lead them, more regi - 
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larity and accuracy are no doubt iequired. 


On the whole, when you addreſs the 
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at of mercy, you ought to ſpeak what 
en leet moſt ſtrongly at that particular 
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t are then attended with the oreatuit 
do continue your attention to them 
amy, but fixedly, while that reliſh re- 
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ins; then to paſs on, if time and other 
cronmiſtances permit, to ſomething elſe, 
Ui Without any agitation 1 violent el 

or deeming it neceſſary to follow 
des new track, ſhould anocher preſent 
L 4 
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itſelf that ſeems more promiſing, 

lies more parallel to the courſe 
thoughts on the occaſion ; chiefly cot en 
ed to keep elive a ſenſe of that grant 
ſence in which you are, of thoſe va 
weakneſſes under which you labor 
what you owe to others as well as to vom, 
ſelves, and of that divincly efficacic., . 
terceſſion, through which alone you wil, 
and hope to be heard and acceptec, 


A com poſed, affectionate, and {on 
tention to theſe and fuch like rule: (or { 
cannot now enter into the ful 
will, if I be not greatly miſ{ake: 
one cttectual mean of cultivating 11:4 
and power of religion within yon. 
not add, what you have been toe 
without number, and what y. 
hearts cannot on the leaſt reflex '. 

repeat; that no prayers can bo 
| for this or any one good purpose, 
are not accompanied with a corre ol 
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and ſermons of our Saviour, i} 
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pernſed and pondered 


without any commentary at 
indeed for the molt part, ccf 
there is a manileſt difficulty; 


which, you mould with awſu 
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and child-lice hmphlicity lay ve 


open to the native 


truth, and to t! 
Author. When, in this wa) 

with one or more verſes, that i 
with peculiar conviction or de 
the book, revolve them again 
look up to heaven, and impio 
of Spirits to write their mean; 
hearts, as “ with the point 
« mond.“ Read nothing m 
time, nothing at leait tha 
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ing review the ſame paſſage ; endea- 


ur to fecal the fame ſcutiments, and 


tn your pencil mark it ſor your future 
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full of entertainment as well a: 


inſtrue. i fa 

tion, compoſed by a great diver ity 9 ad 
authors, and all of them divinely . F 
1 think J {ee them, one after tr 
preſenting for your improvement , 

ſpective writings, with an aſpect + 

aity and ſweetneſs combined, the dig if 
of truth, and the ſweetneſs of icy 7 
Jence ; both derived from him, n. 

ſpired them to be the teachers of nn 

kind, and who, in order to gal; the id 7 
the more belief and veneration, . 18 
many of them with a comma 

Nature, and a knowledge l 

which none but the God of Nate, 

the Spirit of Omniſcience could inp, j 1 
I think I hear them ſeverally ad ng Þ de 
you, in the name of God, wit! 
authority that can only be equalled by Nee h 
their mildneſs, on ſubjects the rande! j 
and moſt important, in a bappy vari} a 
of ſtyles, amidſt an uniformity © ert 0 
ments, and an agreement in fact why fl 


the multiplicity of them confideres, mit 
4 


n renner. 8 
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” 
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1 er pat truly adm: vil (able f WW hat ſhall 


' ay more ?—L will not defire you to Wt. 
44 this book called the Bible, if you e 


1 ſhow me another containing ſo much 


Tr 


inform, impreſs, and delight reficEt- 


8 Mondial * 


. Ae * FI, TT 
P — ATE 
N " _ . * - 
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lire minds, laid together in a manner ſo ö 
| adapted to their various turns Wo! 


Lo underſtanding, taſte, and temper; 


E which people of different and ailtant ol 10 | 
; | 1 * 


Ft, have held in fo much reverence, 


| 

1 

| 
through a long ſucceſſion of 5 111 

| 

: 


uid read with ſo much advantage; where e 
It is ſo difficult to determine, which | 1 
diſtinguithed, caſe and ſimpli- | 


| 

or ſublimity and force, but where Fl . | 

ſo beautifully united - where ther 
o little to diſcourage the weakeſt [pirit 9 0 
1 docile, and ſo much to gratify che 
rengelt if candid; where the fancy and 
4 the intelleck and the con- 
„ate applied to by turns with fuch 
! Muarity, and Ver {uch raj: ty; in Wt 
lie, where the frailtics, diforders, and 1 
des of human nature, are all ſo 
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feclingly laid open, and th 
which heaven has provided, { 
applied. Lut to proceed : 


Of books in Divinity 1 do 
you to read very many. Thi in 
of Religious Controverſy, 
but which arc frequently 
moſt irreligious ſpirit, that is, v 
candour or fairneſs, I do not 
to read at all, Mere argume 
logy I have never known to 
temper, or regulate the co 
often to hurt both. Happi!z 
deed, the female taſte very 
in that w: 1y.; never, 1 think, 
is ſemale ſweetneſs. By a 
dence you have been taught 
as it is in ſeſus, De it y. 
to practiſe, not to difpute at 
joy your faith in model! 
think well of thoſe who di! 
in opinions, if they agrec in 
learn to dc eſpiſe the kutility, hie e 
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w# 


.ccourage the impudence, of ſuch av 
would pretend to talk you out of your 
gion. Be aſſured they are often empty, 
always worthleſs. If they attempt 
the ſtyle of banter, they offer you 
Int. if they AHeck fo lem in 
to be ſorry for your preſudices, 
%icitaus to remove them by con- 
on, and by books which they are 


do lend you; a hundred to one, 
e are actuated by the worft de 
ns. Flee them; my. fair pupils, flee 


m Wn horror, as tempters and Tavagers 
dg? 


making - Conſcience of ſincerely 
us the precepts of the goſpel, 
zu mcekly embrace its doctrines, 
appear to you ſet forth in the 
uu) within yourſelves. Prom 
zu will be diſpoſed to chooſe and 
ere do thoſe writers, of Whatever com- 
non, that are calculated to make YOu 


HIMITCS, you will have the witneſs of 
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moſt in love with your Saviour : and why 
duty. The formal and. frigid you 41 
naturally diflike the uncharita}!- nd 
Illiberal you will noob! y deteſt ; 

and ſuperficial you will ve: . 
temn. Thoſe books. how we! 
commended, that even in you; 
hours do not attragt and per 
{1 now ſuppoſe you pious) ye 
dily perceive are not the books 
Such as do both in a greater 
gree, it is apparent, are adapted 40 you; 


caſt of mind. Thoſe in thor: 

your favourite authors, wherte: 

or proſe, whom you find moſt be 
new. and intereſting z who the 
moſt pathetic pictures of this s 

the next; who tel] you molt £91111 
what you are, and what you 0112/1! t 
who, in a word, ſeem to andre 
{elves with the greateſt power to“ 
of ingenuity, humility, cont: 
den ial, ſolid. virtue, and affectio. 
votion. ; 
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liabe it for granted you attend on the 
adde Inflitutions of religion. The 1u- 
regularity of your lex in this refpect 
nen, to ſay the truth, ſhow very little 


chnaton to diſpute. May the women 


— 


3 
care to convince them, that it is fume» 


17 more than mere regularity ! In the 


— 
* 


eam ſue, that they who per- 
heir firſt duties, are much more like- 
berlorm their ſecond allo, than they 
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Let your attendance be more than what 


3 


et it be punctual. 


world calls decent: 

dhe that becomes deficient in ſuch pune- 
Lality, will ſoon become indifferent about 
the Whole. Having omitted her duty un- 
curly once, a ſecond, and a third 

nc, the will omit it the foucth with leſs 

compunchion 3 and ere long will be ready 


0 nepiect it without any. It is wonder» 
% how ſoon a ſenſe of iuturity dies from 
the ſoul. Have you cver Known it to live, 
e Sabbath was grown into con- 
Vol. II. N 
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tempt 1 What multitudes have b. 


to date their ruin from that 3 | 


zut not to peak of the openly; 
46 thoſe fanQify the fabbath t 
is not 2a delight, who viitt the 
God without preparation, and 
7 1 7 


there without devotion ? ha 


fay of many 2 young woman » 
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ſor good and pio us, although fi:« 
for an hour together behave with 
3 
neſs, or compoſure, iu the 11 
ſence of the Moit High? tt: 
muſt be volatile indeed, v nich th. 
nities of a chriſtian aflembly ce 
+ little. Do we with you then te 
your faces like the Phariſe 
heads like a bulruih, or to 3 
gious grimace of any kind! 
even the graveſt look, or mot ! 
manner, a certain hygn of - pet? 
| 1 15 dat fue! 
not: and yet will you lay, che | 


— 


look and manner are o no uns 


| * \ TAS 
ſuch an occaſion; that they 
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ally ſuited to it; or that the ſpirit of piety 

very probably dwell in her heart 

„hole countenance and carriage even on 

ccahon do not bear the marks of it, 

0 even then cannot rettrain_ the rolling 

forget the conſcious air, or leave thy 
king AEM Canour 7 


me, ladies, a different beha- 
1047 would appear much more becoming, 
Mc of: ſenſe and ſobriety would entertain 
mich better opinion of your principles; 
ld it be any diſadvantage %o Your 
perfor, . Never perhaps docs a fine wo- 
ike more deeply, than when com- 
Into plous recollection. and poſſeſſed 
the nobleſt conſiderations, ſhe al- 
without knowing it, ſuperior dig- 
z new graces ; ſo that the beauties 
\olinels ſeem to radiate about her, and 
ders are almoſt induced to fancy 
ad worſhipping amongſt her kin- 
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344 to return to the point im. 


e us; I fay, that the hab: 
ouſneſs and devotion in church, 
duce very deſirable effects 
and conduct out of it. By 


week well, 


The great 


K E eats n+ 
1711 debut 
1060. * 
{1:1 ** 4% 
1 mh ui 
are abundantly obvious, 
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in her fins, „ alienated from . 
„% God, dead while the hves,, 
tual ſenſe dead, alive only to anim: 

and the turaultuous dreams of a 
pered mind; in ſhort, a poor gd, 
leſs creature, incapable of whatcve 
or happy. 


«KOh! loſt to virtue, Joſt to ſober tf 
« Stay to the u Ohle tn ies 801 the ( 

W. ho ink il foltude ! to de 
6 Communionfweet! commun 


« Our reaton, guardian angel, 


« Then neareſt thcſe, when ot: 


inate ; 

* And all ere long fhali be 
theſe. | 

©{ How dreadful then tomeet them 

6 A ſtranger unacknowledg'd, uns Pp 


J tremble at the thought. 
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his fide would be temperc 


ſul modeſty. 


Perhaps there is nothin? 
as to {pea k of divine 
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proper veneration. How 
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Hocked to hear the fand! 
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audacious, prate of lome 
religion! Thoſe that have 
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„ guence they will profeſs it with the 
rate modeffy, and mention it with the 


gelt caution. Thoſe that are moſt in- 
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rely acquainted with God and them- 
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„ „„ will be molt deeply impreſſed with 
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ur and their own litilenels, will 
arty, perceive the difference be- 


kno ing his will, and pertornmg 
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1! {cl moſt tenhbly how much eaſier 
io deſcant on all his perfections than to 
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concluifion ; let me .befeech you be- 
pd ul things, to converſe much with 
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laker and yourfelves; to ſtudy his 
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Racer and your oon; to trace his at- 
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Putes Wherever diſplayed; o learn bis 


Iunle:s however revealed; to examine 
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canvais your paſt actions, pre- 
| Pullints, and Prevailing views; to 
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or condemn, as under his eye; 
an your intereſt in the friendſhip 
our eme Sovereign, and cheriſh 
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an unalterable Faith in his Spirit 
vidence, as ever ready to aſſiſt Hur 
though feeble eiforts; topethe! 
joyiul aſſurance, that, I vou ar: 
fully wanting to yourtelves, von 
laſt attain immortal excellence an: 
though Jeſus Chriſt our Lore 
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8 E R M O N XII. 
On Good Works, 


— that women adorn themjetves in 
Jt apparel, with fhamefacednes and 
not with broidered hair, or gold, 
e, or coſtiy array, but (which: be- 
ih women profeſſing godtinefs ) "wth 
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have feen a venerahle matron. 
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circled with a race of lovely 


Lc ohters, all different from one another, 


marked with an air of mutual re- 


mblance, and taking jointly after their 
nech parent, to whom from time to 
direct their looks with duty» 

„ tention ; while ſhe fmiles on each 
11s, ſuperintends their behaviour, 
bees their ſeveral 2Ccupations, en- 
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courages them in every thing 


worthy, and, with a proper reg 16. 


reſpective talents and diſpoſition: 
them to growing excellence. 1; 
fair ones, you beheld an einen 
ligion. Thus is that mol. 
all forms ſurrounded by the 
beautiful offspring; thus de 

the lineaments of their comme 
and near affinity; and thus— Bun! 
you to trace the particulars 

tude, The general truth n 

is founded, ſeems plainly int 
text, where Godlineſs is air 
leading principle of all tha: 


inculcates on women, Ag wr 
teihng Chriſtianity he adde 


and whatever a confiftency with 


— _—— 


feſſion demands, he would . 
„. 
to enjoin. He mentions 
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modeſt apparel, ſhamefaced nass, 
and Good Works. It now 7 
enforce the laſt of theſe, tog 
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doſe Kind Affections which they pre- 


ſubpoſc; and to touch as we go along on 
Connexion with the Religious Prin- 
ies which gave them birth. 


— 


But before we proceed, truth requires 
mo mortifying obſervation. It is this, 
it amonglt the many women proteffung 
gedlineſs, the number ot thoſe that prac- 
wi it is comparatively. ſmall. In all pro- 
{ons the mere pretenders will erer be 
zumelous. They will be matt io, iN thoſe 
| that ate at once reputable and dichcult. 

Thur of Religion, as was formerly re- 

approved of in vour {cx even 
dy tuch as laugh at it in ours. At the 
lane time it is certain, that when the ha- 


js of piety have not been very early 

Nel, and very happily directed, by 
eans at a Wile education, the rareſt as 
ve! ne greateit of bleſſings, the form 
um aſter wards will always prove 
too arduous, and painful, for the 
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gencrality of thoſe who arc brad 
pation and pleaſure. 


But then, on the other ha: 
this divine principle is cultie 
care and judgment, it is no 
that we may exymect from 11 
valuable fruits. And firſt; | 
young woman profeſhing goal. 
underitanding, and from choice. 
ver be wanting in the groan: 
Filial Duty. On this ſubject, 
others, the ſubtilty of ſpecilat: 
afes, which there is little pri 
happening in hte, But when. 


0 


not neceſſary, it is apt to be 
perry; 
1 «4 k 1 1 
treſs, if not warping the Þ 


involving the mind in 


rectitude and fimplicity, 
the immediate illumination 


the iureit guides to a worihy © 


Of 6iial duty in all its beg 
i naturally acquit her fel 
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the deepelt ſenſe of religion.“ Keep | 
thy father's commandment, and lor lit 
ze not the law of thy mother. Bind 


— 


them continually upon thine heart, 


el tie them about thine neck, When 


thou gelt, it ſhall lead thee; when 
geepeſt, it ſhall keep thee; and 

' when thou wakeſt, it ſhall talk with 
ec, Wholo revileth bis father or his 
ther, his lamp ſhall be put out in 
cure darknets. The eye that mock- 
nis father, and deſfpiſeth to ohey 
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> MONET, the ravens Of the valley 


mall Pick it out, and the young eagles 
Gall cat it.“ Jeſus was ſubject unto 
parents,  * Children, obey your 
Feats in the Lord: for this 15 right, 
wu thy father and mother (which 

'- 117 commandment with promiſe) 
(bat it may be well with thee, and 
| Mayeft hve long on the earth,” 

a Chriſtian daughter: has read 


attention, and reflects upon with 
. 5 = . - \ 
„ correiponds, in ſubltance, with 


186 SERMON III. 


the inſtinct of nature, which ite 
at once to cotroborate and ex; 

who truly reverences her parent in hene 
would tremble at the thought 
nouring his repreſentatives an ea; 
heir authority file bas acquire: 
of his; and this laſt, inch; 
an be conceived of great and 
commanding idea of her 
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parents be indeed pious, 2 
profited by their jnſtruction 2 
how will your natural reſpec! 
be heightened by religious 
You will think of thein will 
ture as the juſtruments f 
immortal exiſtence; your den. 
ers for their preſervation 
will daily aicend to the tir! 
Thoſe prayers will, at the 
cheriſh the aſteCtions by. 
prompted, and ſtrengthen your ©0004 
never, for any conlideratio:!, 
greſs the laws of filial piety 
could they bear to be hee 
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ol pain to thoſe for whoſe felicity they are 
el by every motive to preſent ev ery day 
te molt fervent ſupplications ? 


— 


ut many of you have not the happi- 
of ſuch parents as I have ſuppoſed, I 
icartily ſorry for it. But the want of 
rr.nciple . your parents wil! not diffoive 
the ties of duty, however it may affect the 
ments of eſteem: and if you think 
fahle, it will only excite your ende 
Jrouts, by every winning, eſpectful way, 
o promote their reformation; for which 
you wii at the fame time offer up, from 
[the epth of retirement, your ſighs and 
vous t him who has the hearts of all in 
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In truth, L am inclined to be- 


lere that here be any one thing more 
KCl 95 1 ee to draw down the 
mc of converſion on à parent, it is 
Incl Jegand E | 1 

We a conduck in a child. Ah, my young 


IMs, what honour and joy would in 


ne be yours! What a noble ſupe- 
ny to thole unſecling creatures of your 
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ſex, who ſhew no ſolicitude wit! rey 


their parents, but how to ob. 


them ſome new article of dicses 


gratification, on which they 
their fooliſh fancies | 


But fome of you complain, 


parents are cruel and tyrannic 
pathize with you yet more, 
plaint be juſt, But what dae 
Cruel and Tyrannical? Th: 
not indulge your extravagant 
that they chooſe to reſtrain 
ſuits, which they are apprehic: 
be hurtful? It is a wiſe a. 
rity, if ſeverity it muſt be tern, 
much are you indebted to then! 
venting, by a little temporar! 
tion, real and permanent cle 
to ſay, that a ſmall degree of « 
conſideration would teach you 
them in points, where your 


their circumſtances concur, jt 


render your requeſts paiticy!s”! 
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Put will {ſuppoſe the worſt, that they 
really nard-hearted, aud unnatu rally 1 l 
nod, It is a mighty trial. Lo bear it 1 


weſt will require all the fortitude of faith, 
Here then is an opportunity for diiplaying 
priaciples in ther utmoſt power. 
You are called forth o the Fonſtiék, as 

held of battle, where even your ſex Wl 
may keap immortal laurels. She is a he- | 

ed, whole regard for her 1 arcuts 


— 


„ ladneſs of theirs can conquer. 


11 N ol « 
hey would force YOU to ſacrihce 


; hapyineſs to a man whom you can- 
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here your ſubmiſhon muſt 
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\0 rules of duty can oblige you to 
yourtelves in miſery and tempra- 


4 
— — 
— — . 
—— 
— , 
3 — , 
. 4 PRs” 


by entering into engagements to Juve 
5 honour, where YOUr hearts with- | 
their confent. — Barbarous wretches, 1 


: 


vale, 10 offer thus to diſpoſe of your 


rel, 23 you would of vour cattle, to 
© ngnelt bidder; to attempt, againſt 
dei maxim of Nature and Religion, to 
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drag the reluctant vii ms 
and compel them, in the 
manner, to profeſs whai 


mean, and to vow what thy , 
form ! 


Jam willing however tc 
duch compulſion is uſed but (cl: 
greateſt danger is leſt you, 
rienced friends, ſhould Þ- 
form the moſt importan! 


nexions, without the approb-': 
parents. What ſhall we i 
cale? Where the reſolutio. 
formed, he that ſhould undertake, 
mothods of ditijuaſion, to h. 
executed, might as well pro! 

a torrent ruſhing from the top © ; 
tain. But we would address 
your ſober ſenſes, before you 

is perverted and inflamed, / 
ſelves, my young hearet 5. 
queſtion is very ſeldom taken 
ſincerely repented ; wich tt 
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lition, that t ſuch repentance can do no 
good. The paſſion that guided and hur- 
ned the parties is quickly abated. There 
z nothing ſo tranſient, as the enthufiaſm 
mere youthful lovers after marriage. 
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© roflexion takes place, and 
eguences begin to preſs; a thoufand 
wroprleties, fears, and diſquictudes, un- 
ob 10 of before, rife up to view, and 
nite a1enchant our romantic adventurers. 
tec wonderful, what appearances 
pets and fatisfatnon a woman in 


ack es tuation will wear before the 


world, in order to juſtify her choice. But 
urely unhoppineſs is not leſſened by being 
dexoured in ſectet, and in public dilguited. 
Perpetual reftraint is perpetual wretcheds 
ets— Allow me to repeat it. Under the 
mnmecgate impulſe of a violent attach- 
ment, I ſhould hardly give vou or myſelf 
he trouble to argue: but while yon are 
engaged and calm, it may not be amiſs 


nd you, that a parent, generally 
* | | 
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ſpeaking, is much more like 1 
with ſoundneſs for a daughter, than ic ; 
for herſelf; that Fancy alone is 

2 counſellor to be a prudent on: 
teſtations of eternal fidelity, 0 vn 
rupted affection, made in the hc: 
have no ſolid baſis; in a word, 
Jiberate advice, which is dict 
length: of days, knowledge rh 
and carneft ſolicitude for a ae e yh, 
ought to be relied upon, rather that the 
naſty concluſions of juvenile date. 


After all, it is certain, that th. wilt 
parents may be miſtaken about the 
whom they wiſh a daughter to bes 
But ſhe that marcies with the inet 
their countcnance, will from !114, 
from their continued or ever 
kindneſs, derive in the cat o. 
ment a conſolation which fh. 
enjoy, had ſhe brought it on her, 
own indifcretion and obſtiaacy. 
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"We thing here muſt not be forgotten; 
ic the reflection of having ated unduti- 
fuhr, in this or any other inftauce of im- 


.ortance, to thoſe who gave you birth, 
vere alone ſufficient to poiſon the wile 
pleaſure of life; that is, if you be not loſt 
0 every ingenuous impreſſion; but eſpe— 
cally Thowld their death put it for ever out 
0 your power to make atonement. The 

"0738 0j guilt, that in ſuch a circum- 
lance ane apt to haunt and diſtract the 
mind, more particularly if the parents were 
commonly worthy, I have had repeated 
opportunitzes of obſerving, but have no 
woquate language to expreſs; fo pro- 
dis the conviction unplanted by Na- 
ture 03 the facredneſs of filial piety ! — 
Nod Ladd, that this extends { ſar as to 
aürmand ſubmiſhon in every caſe, where 
Four duty to God or your peace of mind 
eco non interfere? 


es not ſubmiſſion alone that us 


Pinmnied; nor will the prove in any 
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relation an amiable character, 
not ſhow herſelf an affectionate 
On the other hand, when a vou 
behaves to her parents in a ma 
ticularly tender and reſpecitu! 
from principle as well 2s 7 ture 
nothing good or gentle chat 

expected from her, in Whatever 
ſhe is placed. Of this I am ſo th 
perſuaded, that, were I to 
friend of mine as to his chore 
1 know not whether my very 
would not be, Lock out for ©: 
guiſhed by her attention 
to her parents.” The fund Ot 
affection indicated by fuck 

joined to the habits ot duty and 
tion thereby contracted, being 
red to the married ſtate, will +: 
render her a mild and obigen 
panion. 


Your ſituation in life, wich 
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more at home than ſors, 
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the turt of your education, and the foft- 
nels of your frame, that fit you for a 
houtand little toothing oftices, as well 
„ domettic ſervices, which they cannot 
aperly perform, ſeems to point out to 
194 2 peculiar ſphere of filial excellence. 
—And here I pleaſe myſelf with the 
ought, that ſome of your boſoms are 
t this moment throbbing with tenderneſs 
ids a ck or aged parent, whom hca- 
zen, willing to furniſh a field for the et- 
e ot all your gratitude au zeal, has 
ail thrown upon your care. I think 
de „ou, my charming friend, like ſome 
Funalan angel, tending day and night 
ic bed of an honoured father, who has 
Wit your mother, and who is worn out 
"th tail, and years, and pain. I ſee 
1: | ening, in deepeſt Glence, to catch 

the Icall intimation of his wiſhes. I ſee 
UN watching eagerly Cory look, to learn 
nts beiore he ſpeaks them; now 
ena railing his languid head to ſmooth 
e pillow, or miniſter ſome reviving corg 
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dial; and then wiping from 
face the cold ſweats, that beg. 
to mnounce the approach of hi, 
groans are anſwered by fighe e. 
you, but ſuddenly fupyreited, 
adding to his anxiety on 

Fo be the inftrument bi Impart! 
a. minute's comfort, a mi 
Eyes are now turned to you 
unutterable londneſs 
melted by thoſe marks of 
they arc liſted to heaven in 

for ſuch a child, and jupp“ 
everlaſting bleſſings on - you; 
Great God! what muſt ande 
experience in this conjuuctus 
is the daughter of Diſob ec 
that ever felt in the gayel: | 
tion, a tran{port o be comma | 
which conſcious piety ditiulcs 
your bleeding heart? No 
exalted ſenſations | 


1 (Providence having c 


Mean while. the 20 
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ch afluence gives) your virtue has 

apt:d you by your labour or ingenuity, 
:, it may be, by parting with tome ad- 
11rd ornament worn in your better days, 


kt procure for a parent in thoſe circum- 
A 10ceflury Jupport, or ſeaſonable re- 
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ame next ſay ſomewhat concerning 
mar ATection. © Behold how good 
| how pleafant it is for brethren,” 
liters, * to dwell together in unity!“ 
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Pelung to the fight, than domeſtic love 
Þ 0 the jou}, Repreſent to yourſelves 
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wnerous young family, free from care 


anmoſity, full of reverence for their 
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and their parents, ambitious to 
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Neue and to excel; in a word, pious, 
Nala, hiendiy, happy; where the good 
oa, nd good ſenſe of each contribute 


"ele and emFtainment of all; while 
ceable diverſities of temper and 
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va 


underſtanding that take plac: 
them ſerve, like diſcords in nue. 
on the intellectual harmony. 

not w:ih to be acquainted in ſuc 
who would not confider it » 
ol felicity? IT hope, I pun 
ſcene. 


Where the members arc 
city perhaps is not fo often 0 
it be in the more ſhady wa 
where love and innocence d 
quent. And why 1s it not? 
two ſiſters, both of ther 


both eftcemed, living 


jealouſy or envy, yielding 
without affectation, and gene 
tending who thail do nw! 
the conſequence and hap; 
friend; 1 am highly 4. 

add the more highly, that uc; 
are not very common! Ahe 
they not? The love of 
brothers is much more wii, 
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this too procecd ? Examine VOur 
vn hearts on theſe ſeveral points. Polh- 
they can explain to you the difference, 
{ bſervable where there is a competition, 
id where there is none, or where any 
Wencies towards it are happily loft in 


1 0 It 4 a 4 F 3 * 1 ia K F 
hz inxvolutions of a larger number, 


A * j 


lurtha of. Bethany was on the whoie 
worthy woman. She certainly loved 


 $2410ur With {incere devotion. Her 


tude to entertain him in the beſt 
manner ſhe could deviſe, was the reſult 
5 her reipect. But it was carried to an 
enteme; and her ſiſter's conduct ſhouid 
hate taught her wildem. Inſtead of this, 
- rrows peeviſh, and complains of that 
r. She is admonithed of her fault, 
Mary is commended for her better 
our. © Martha, Martha, thou art 
actual and troubled about many things: 
* vt one thing is needful; and Mary 
bach choſen that good part which ſhall 
net be taken away from her.” What 
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pity that any tincture of l humeut, 
whatever diſguiſe, ſhould hiv 1! 


any breaſt where Jcjus is revered 


there is nothing more beautiful in 


tian oma than good CCIN DUC An 


affection upon all occaſions. 


I was once acquainted with a lad 

ſeemed to be held up by Provides: 
* 1 — . We | : ; 

example of tne joint power of theo. 


| of divine principle. She Joſt þ 

| 4 T l 5 4 4 , 181 
1 early, Her mother's want of health 
N # 


it neceſlary tor her to exert erte! 
| double afhduity and attention, *. 
by no means ſmall, of which th « 
eldeſt child, She was naturally 

| a degree very uncommon n 

i dliſpoſition, which was the toir: ! 

| eſt that can be conceived. Ohe 

from her miancy the deepeit i: 

| yotion, that I have ever. know 

| à devotion of that Kind, Which, 
| with a heart originally uprigh. 
uniform excellence. Such cxcc. 


2 1 
— oY 
— vs « \ 
2 — 
— . 2 
R 2 5 8 
— . — 
. 2 1 


— 
— — 1 — 
— — we 44, 602A 
LY 
0 N 


SERMON XII. 201 


_ 


— — - 
” - — 


bers Wen in the courſe of a few years, 
her extraordinary character rec mended 


her to the DEE, of a man ot {gular 
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ſuperintended their education, 
over their deportment, promoted 
tlement in the world, and yn: 
with them in all their diſt reste 
they alſo {pread out into familias, 
like a parent to their children. 
own, of whom the had many. 
what 2 parent! Was it pole! 
not to love one another, wil. 

tern before them, and with us 
tions as ſhe gave theme For the 
deprived of their father, While 
part were very young. Het 

were pious and wile: but 1 
ample, it was that ineffaole « 
humble worth and modeſt dig? 
ternal complacence and wild 
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unparalleled, which rendered tun 
ſiſtible, aud diffuſed amongſt 
the ſpirit of amity and the 
pineſs. You will not be furpr:: 
ſubjoin, that there were mae 
lies who ſhared in her labours 

4. 
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zmong the reſt a very large one, the 
Poor , whoſe bleſſings attended her through 
and whoſe tears followed her to the 


rave ; for, when ſhe. died, they alſo had 
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of: a mother. It is hard to fay upon the 
Le 


ole, whether the was moſt beloved, or 
ated, by thoſe who knew her. But J 
o think that, wherever ſhe appeared, 
Fence inſpired ſenſatrons ſomeu bat 
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ot you, my honoured audience, 
dt im your power, through the ob- 
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ſcurity of your ſituation, and“ 
neſs of your circumſtances, to 
the generous propenſions of your 
While thouſands of your ſex are 
with the emulation of beauty, o. 
by the conflict of rivalſhip. ©: 
becauſe they cannot be gratitied s 
an article Of low, or admitted 
a party of pleaſure; you are gh. 
cauſe not able more exteniively t 

in digence, or more eftectually te 
ſorrow. | Your fighs, beloved, are 
heaven; your wiſhes are regitt £4 
under the head of Virtues ; the 
mind is accepted now, and h 
recompenſed at the reſurrec tio: 
juſt; your leaſt good deed thal! 
forgotten by him, who marker 
plauded the widow's mite, © . 
6 thall give to drink” unto a solle 


Jeſus, „a cup of cold water only. 
* name of a diſciple, verily II 
“ he ſhall in no wiſe loſe i: 
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* 


Fou ſhall be eſtimated by the largenefs of 


carts, not by the nze of your for- 
nog, © The liberal foul, that deviſeth 


+1 + 


„ liberal things,” that executes what it 


ſtops only where it muſt, or ra- 


"neſs to the human race, which it 
110t have the joy of imparting = ho- 
table in the fight of God! 


Let me remind you farther of what ought 


% lolace you amidit /I your kind 
5 bY , a a 1 a 
many little ingredients, with 


„ and next to religion, thoſe in re- 


Eri, end Mip and ſympathy, when tho- 
awake, arc conſtandy employed in 


pleaſing ſer v. Ces, and amiab' 2E 


tons, to which language cannot ap- 


names; but which the heart of 


des ON panting and praying for that 


: I r e 5 * 
Cares. Anman bappinefs ae ud 0 


2 few princi- 


ibute to it molt largely, who give 
greatest conſolation by their {ympathy, 
greateſt pleaſure by their friend- 
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the perſon obliged feels; and 
bounds with redovbled de 
heart of the perſon obliping. 


ther, and fay, that the very 


being diſpoſed to oblige 33 
becauſe it is in itſelf agreeable, 


are indebted to every one that 
with an agrecable i ca. 


Who has not likev fo ren 
in doing benevolent things ther 
as to the time and the manner, 
which gives ineſtimable value e. 
leaſt? The manner, in part: 
marvellous effeck. A char! 
gracefully done is twice don 
people one would be willing 
moſt every thing, fo handion: 
confer à kindneſs ; while 1101 
favour, for the oppoſite reato!:, 


But who fo capable of delig 


manner, yet more than by in: 
as a lovely young woman, 
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i ſriles, and ſoftneſs, are, to the laſt of 


L | 
| ao 4 


2 - 


— 


„hat a beautiful ſymphony and ju- 
us accompaniment in mulick are to a 
eU managed voice? 


in truth, the advantages which 


and age afford you in this divine 
nent of doing good, are not to be 


Would to Ciod your zeal were 
proportion to it! Forgive me, 


ants, if on this occaſion I remark: 
concern, how far many of you are 


by multitudes in the Church of 


ome, clipecially amongſt her temale vo- 
arics, Their frequent vifits to the abodes 
nlortune and pain, of poverty and 
nes, their gentle miniſtrations to the 
uicrers, their Nooping ſo meekly to the 


offices of compaſſion, offices of 


en the molt diftant_ thought would 
x the falſe refinement of a gay lady, 
"£10 me, 1 muſt own, notwithſtanding all 
© ©1078 of their faith, ſtill placed them in 
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2 point of light highly reſpecti ble ne 
gaging. Who can Help me to areal 
a practice ſo Chiiſt-like is not 


this country, where the goſpel is 


in ſo much purity ! are we aftgie 
thought to embrace the doeltrjn 
rit by good works, entertains 
church? It cannot be, mon 
who have learnt the truth at 
ſus. None ſurely Was CYEr MY 
nied on this head than St. Pant. 
Paul was a flame of charity. 
doctrine, and in his conduc 
and virtue, faith and goo: 
went hand in hand, inſeparab! 


triumphant. 


Ah, ye fair ones of Britain, » 
the parade of public aflembiies. 
along in the full-blown pride © 
able attire, of which the leaf 
or crcumftance mult not 
poſed ; thoughtlels of human wo 
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hie to modeſt worth at that moment 


want—ye gaudy flutterers, “ with hard 
« hearts under {oft raiment 25 how much 
mort brilliant and beautiful would ye at- 
bear in the eye of ſaints and angels, 
were ye now and then to exchange 
ee ſcenes of ſelfiſh ſplendor for the 
om dwellings of wretchedneſs, in 
nder to light them up by your pity 
nd beneficence! I bluſh for many of 
my contrywomen, poſietled of fortune, 


ho have never yet learnt its nobleſt 


14 happieſt uſe ; in whoſe ears the cir- 


(alatech whitper of a well-dreſſed crowd 
Wn!ring their appearance, is a more 
atetul found than the praiſe of widows 

orphans ſharing their bounty ; who 
preter the empty breath of adulation to 
e blellings of them tha: were ready to 
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Vol. . 1 


rining in many a ſolitary reſidence of 
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God be thanked, there are ens 


tions. Among the reſt I recolle), lth 
peculiar pleaſure, one Jady of rank, 17 


name is never mentioned by thy 1/6 


know her, without calling up te 
of Charity; who, having no 


her own, has adopted the ind*ven! 57 
deſerving ; whoſe whole life, not © . 


one, has been devoted to munity 
who, in a word, feems to root | 
wealth merely as a fund depoſited +1 
hands by the Almighty, to be 
with the ſtricteſt faithiulne!: tor 


god-like purpoſe of making naue 


* 


happy. Exalted creature! how honour 


able, independant of thy birth 
bleſſed, to underitand fo wel! 
nation of riches! A rare, and; 25 
ſhoutd ſeem from this circum fan 
ficult ſcience! Juſtly might che 
exclaim, 


if ; 


ty 
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« The rich muſt labour to poſieſs their own, 
« To feel their great abundance ; and requeit 
„Their humble friends to help them to be 
e bleſt; 
« To ſee their treaſures, hear their glory told, 
' And aid the wretched impotence of gold,” 


He adds indeed, 


„but ſome, great ſouls! and touch'd with 
« warmth divine, 

ire gold a price, and teach its beans to 
„% ſhine, | 


all hoarded treaſures they repute a load; 


Nor think their wealch their own, till weil 


„ behow'd.“ 


amongſt the properties of the Virtu- 
wm Woman, in that celebrated paſſage 
urmerly furveyed, it is ſaid, „She 


dad reacheth her hand to the needy:“ 


* 


* 


Vi Which it has been remarked, that 
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alter her induſtry for the acqi: 1/7 


wealth is deſcribed, her lib ene 


mentioned, as being the orice. 
ſhe made of it, and precedes her 
ing ſcarlet for her houſhold, or | 
and purple for herſelf. What 

call thoſe women, who either nc: 
of the poor at all, or never 

bave firſt ſacrificed to ſuper fl. 


pride? 


Where are thoſe ſemale 
this land, that, like her ot _ 
vert the inſtruments of their i 
and extravagance into nuttur 


lation and piety ; that co 


4 


* 1 
_— 


ſpeak, the ſpoils of Vice, by 
at the feet of their Saviour, 
proſtrate themſelves there i: 
trition— The poor you 
with you; and by ſhowing mc 
you may at once ſhow you! 
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um, and belp to enſvre mercy for your- 


4 4 
„e 


it 18 worthy your obſervation, thar in 
lic liſt of female names recorded in {crip- 
ure with renown, that ot Tabitha ſtands 
„ell with 2 particular note of appro- 
on, as 4 diſciple who was full of 
Good Works, and alms which ſhe 
dic“ What a glorious. memorial! 
And what additional honour does it re- 
ele irom the account immediately fol- 
wing! This excellent woman dies. An 
poftle is in the neighbourhood. He is 


% in hafte; he arrives; he is con- 


intcd to the chamber of the deceaſed. 
er female friends ſtand by him © weep- 
on 


og, and ſhewing tim the coats and 

' garments which ſhe had made for 

he poor, How natural a circumſtance ; 

nt now eloquent! He felt it; „kneel- 

e down and prayed, and turning him 
P 2 
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« to the body ſaid,” 


power, Tabitha, ariſe; work 
miracle to reſtore 2 life ſo uſefu! 
this amiable perſon's being denom!r 
in the hiſtory a Diſciple, I wou! 
remark, that in thoſe days a ©! 


was known and characterized by rg} - 


cellence : whereas every thing nov 
chriſtian, not excepting her whe 
but when forced, went into he 
mourning ; never knew the joy 9. 
purely for the love of Goo, withou! 
pecting any thing again; e. 


— 


never denied herſelf one mar 
nity to clothe the n 10! 
gence of Luxury to feed the 
Alas! my poor friend, wha! 
fay for thyſelf at the tribunal « 
J leave with thee that queitor; 


it to thy conſcience, as in the 5 


thy judge. You. have rcad 
which he will obſerve, nor car yo: 
forgot it. 


with a voice +» 
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In theſe points it were eaſy to enlarge 
A great length, and with exact method. 
{ am willing howeyer to hope that, by 
the grace of God, a few hints thus thrown 
whe to every mind that is open to the 
{entiments of humanity; but eſpecially 

very heart that is impreſſed with the 
-ncples of religion. It is theſe princi- 
ce, my honoured hearers, that ſerve be- 
(ond every thing elſe to enlarge and in- 
| goſe ſentiments. It is the love of 
Cod, the faith of Jeſus, and the hope 

Immortality, that chiefly expand at- 
hon, and animate zeal. Tbe divine 
aracker is the ſovereign ſtandard of be- 

"ence, the chriſtian inſtitution its 
ihteft difplay, and a happy futurity of 
net reward, Can you worſhip the 
Univerſal Father, and not feel for his fa- 
Can you believe in the Common 


F.4 


out with plainnels and affection, may 
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Saviour, and not live to thoſe ic 
he died? Can you contemplate 
world of friend{hip, and not ate, 
joys, and not cheriſh an ambs 
your works of charity may pra. 
the gates of heaven! 


na 2 ce — 5 
> p — — "Sho — — — — — 
— — — — —— 


— — — > 


— 


NESS. 


K 


* 
w 


! 


ALE MEE 


RN ON . 
On Female Meekneſs. 
i Pet. iii. 3. 4, 


Wi adoring, Jet it not be that outward 
eg of plaiting the hair, and of 
ug of gold, or of putting on of ap- 
wel: but let it be the hidden man of the 


„*in that which ie not corrupt ible, 


mw te ornament of a Meck and Puizt 
uit, which is in the fight of Cad of 


Hh - 1 
11 


i E apoſtle of the Circumciſion, 
x fam Of the Gentiles, ſeems to 
n no ſtranger to female nature, 
at becomes it. Both were ſuffi- 
7 aware, that ornament was a fa- 


. 

mit 
$3 % 1 
* 


ec well acquainted with the arts of 
Futon, to think of combating the gene 
F it was their buſineſs to make 
Toll ute of ſuch a handle. According 


e object with women; and both 
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ly their converts of that . 
tinue to ſtudy embelliſhmen; 
ever ; only thoſe inſpired 1 
chem to direct it right, by turtle 
chief care to that which wa: 
value and longeſt duration, 
% the hidden man of the 
doctrine ©x St. Paul © | 
have po Shay very fully. [hit 
Peter, now read, we 


— 


Do! 
2 . 


ground-work of our conclu 
with a view to complete 
we have proſecuted thus 
reierved it for this place, 
that Meekneſs, cultivated 
principles, is the proper 
and higheſt finiſhing, of 
lence. The ſub; ect being 
may we not hope to be ſtill H. 
your attention? 


I begin with obſerving, , tc 
in queſtion has its Foun tien 
Softer Compoſition of 
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ele is a lex in minds was hinted be- 
ee Us original diſtinction has never, 
ink, been better underſtood than by 
our gtcat cpic poet. As in his adus ired 
work ot Paradiſe Loſt he has with equal 
domont and delicacy marked, through- 
, the ſeparate characters of the Firſt 
Par; {o, in two lines, he has happily 
exvrelied the principal objects of their 
retpective deſtinations : 


For contemplation He, and valour form'd ; 
For iofrneſs She, and ſweet attractive 


8 


The virtue of meekneſs, it is true, 
our teligion requires of all without ex- 


"= 


option, Moſes is celebrated for it in 


an ement degree; and our Saviour cha- 


riterzes himſelf by the epithets Meek 
nd Lowiy, The diſpoſition, in general, 
may be confidered as Charity's fitſt-born, 
ating in all the mildeſt attitudes 0! 
"WXarance, gentlenefs, and peace. But 
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ſtill in men, it may be often 
nected with the greateſt bod 
moſt undaunted mapnanimi!, 
for the honour of true courar-, 
been obſerved, that the brave! 
are commonly the moſt hun 
rous, and forgiving. "Theſe {+ 
lities are beautifully lende 
parts of the hiſtory of that 

juſt now mentioned, Nor car 
forgotten the calm heroiſm 
Deliverer, together with tha 
goodneſs which dwelt about hi; 
cumſtances of che deeplt hum: 
ſorrow. 


As for you, my fair p. pi 
doubt wiſh you t0 pofleſs IT 0 
as implies reſolution, wherever you! 
tue, duty, or reputation, is ch 
But along with that we expect © | 
on other ſubjects, a tunudity | 
your ſex; and alſo a deprc: 
cence, yicldingneſs, and u 

I 
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rond what we look for in men. Neither 
© we, ſo far Ab I know, ever rank 
imongſt feminine qualities Valour, ſtrict- 
'y {o called. A woman heading an army, 
uſb/n; {nto the thickeſt of the foe, ſpread- 


nz ughter and death around her, or 


returning rom the field of battle covered 
aft and blood, would furely to a ci- 
1.24 nature ſuggeſt ſhocking ideas, 


Your beſt emblem, beloved, is the 
ſling form of peace, robed in white, 
aid bearing a branch of olive. Like 
 apotties and firſt chriſtians, your 
lghett glory is to conquer by benig- 
uu, ant triumph by patience, Rough- 
«ar 1 


hs, ind even ferociouſneſs, in a man, 
„ otten overlook, and are ſometimes di- 


ited with, In a woman, we are always 
ban by them, A loud voice, a bold geſ- 
dating countenance, every mark of 
mvery, mall pleaſe in the former, when 
> courage is particularly called forth: 
Wo a female we with nothing to reign 


DI FO — on doe 
— — — —- 


| 
tf 
1 
. 
£ 
4 
18 
4 
13 
17 
7 
. 1 
1 
4 
I 
: — 
1 
N 2 
* 
1 
3K 
318 
|? $3 
1 b 
: E : 
#8 
$4 730 
. 4 1 
q 4 
* 3 q 
, : s 
: 1 
473 41 
11 : 
172 Fl 4 
1 
221 } * 
1 
4 4 
3 1 | 
* 9 
94 
4 9 
3 15.3 
rx 
4 
CE : A - 
7 : 
i : : 
bl 
11 1 7 
1. 
1 {iz 
7 . 
14 7 
{ , 
4 s 
'2 B'S 
1% 1 ? 
14 f 
3 4 
7 : f 
2 5 
T 
1 
8 
1 
J 
. * 
#7 
1 
5 
, 141 3h P 
Co $ 
* 
g 0 
ifs 3 
1 
i$ 
14 
* 
127 
$ 1 
i; * 
* 
13 - 
4 
4 +43 
' ' 3; 
4 3 41 
q 3.4 
j 5 35 
; 4 
'z '$ 1955 
fo ; ba. 
3 4 by: 
35 
6 : 8 
ut 
$4 14 
; 7 
757 FA 
SY *- 
1 
6 if + 
* 4 
oy | 
e 
1 : 
\ Wy 13 
; _ 
>, 
z © * 
2 17 , 
) 1 
* 
. 7 \ 22 
3 4 
7 : 
Ty; : 
' INE | 
1 
q AN 
8 bt 
* - * 0 
e 
1 "429 
1 
9 5 
*, +184 
1 1 
: 7 
. A, 
: T i : 
1989 ? 
1 71 
Ii 
1 $ 4 
if 
1 . 
$ 4. *3 5344 
” 43 a 
" A ” 
> 14 
120 * 
e 
29 
4 \ 
* 8 FF 
( by N 
q = 4 
1 
N, 
„ FR 
Wet N ty 
4+ 3 
g \ wal 
| "NJ 
. - 
J i 4 
To + 
 *| 05 
* 
1 . 4 
4 


Kg 
— 
— po 
1 oh 
I - 


224 SERMON xn. 


but love and tenderneſs ; and + 
do reign, they will produce ge gige 
effects. 


No, my friends, you were »- 
for ſcenes of danger and opp. 
repeat it again; fearfulne!s 


degree becomes you; not th? 


which many of you flow, 
you affect, on every trifiing oc 
frequently without any og 
Such behaviour is in you © 
to us unintereſting; ii 107 1 
contempt. But a worthy woman 
ing from manifeſt hazard, or 
violence, we are always ior 
proud to protect; while, 
hand, an intrepid female ſcenis“ 
our aid, and in fome reipcc. 
our province. We turn awaß, 
her to herſelf. 


Let it be likewiſe nhſers: ' 
your ſex manly exerciſes ate 


1 


25 


fl; that in them a tone and figure, as 
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well as an air and deportment, of the 
maſculine kind, are always forbidding; 
1d chat men of ſen tt bility deſire in every 
woman loft ſeatures, and a flowing voice, 
+ form. not robuſt, and a demeanour de- 
licate and gentle, Thete. are conſidered 
35 alike - requiſite and natural; I mean, 
where there 1s any taſte for elegance. I 
am even inclined to believe that, fiip- 
poling other - circumſtances equal, the 

{eſt clown would be better pleaſed with 


ten than with their oppolites. 


'arther, the aptitude obtervablc, in 


. 


he better kind of women, to com- 
Nilerate and comfort, to melt into tears 


we light or hearing of diſtreſs, to 


k * 
you 
* 


care of children, to play and 
with thoſe pretty innocents, to 


jt 


all the mild iympathics and 


— 
_ 
— 


charities of life; the wonderful 
MMCty with which they difarm nherce- 


y 2 : . * 
1 


i appeale wrath; the powerful 
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eloquence they diſplay in affuzp mm; 
cares, and calming the ſorrows, of 
men with whom they are connec 
their ſtrong propenſity to an 


hearts, ana their unutterable tendhet, 


where it takes place ;—- their love!\ 
liarities in their temperament, 
tunings of their minds, ſeem 
proofs, that ſoſtneſs is you: | 
tribute. Womaniſh Soitnefs, 4; 
ſtyled, has never been imputcd 
man by way of reproach, with 
acknowiedgment of this trut 
favour, In the male compoſts: 
certainly 2 blemich Wherever 
the ſemale, a btauty. 


From theſe remarks, f think + 
that the baſis of the virtue we 
commend is laid in the origin xc, 6 
ſpecifie character of the ſex. 
ſtruclure which Chriftanry ce 
it, or, in other words, the im 
it receives from religious pri! . 
be our next conſideration, 
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The goſpel is, in truth, the religion 
of human nature; building charity and 
all virtue on whatever is kind, ingenuous, 
or praiſe-worthy in that; correcting its 
orders, mitigating its diſtreſſes, ſopport- 
ng its weakneſſes, and from each educing 
wod, by turning them into matter of 
humility and circumſpection, of faith and 
ehynation, of docility and meekneſs. 
Thete are all connected together; but 
the ärſt and laſt are nearly allied. They 


© Cab? 1 r 8 re 
are twin-lilters. Humility 1s ever Enpoled 

* 0 » | 1 * <2» 
„ erre; and ſhe attords the other ſingu- 
Jr iſliſtance. 


They that have A Jul ſen {6 of thc Owen 
imines and failings, will be naturally 
at _unpretending, a forbearing, and 
WWving temper. The reverſe of this 
þ the permine offspring of Pride. A 
pu charatter was never a meek once; 
ſirens there is no act of kindneſs, no 


Arc ot condeicenfion, which the ſelf- 
bh | 


ent are not ready to perform. I hey 
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lady, lively, agrecable, care fi“. 


„ ſhall fee no ſorrow, and 


228 8E RMO N XIII. 


enter choroughly into the ſpiri | 
precepts that require chriſtians 
„ courteous, to condeſcend to 
« eſtate, and in honour to 


&« another.” 
Picture in your own 


unacquainted with her Mak 
ſeif, and with the claims which 
has on every reafonabic heing 11; 
into life. The magic powe; 
ſet to work by vanity, amb 
hope, creates a kind of. 
to which. the foridly rey: 
as always ſubordinate, 
ſervient. In this little emp: 


« as 2 queen, and faith. in 


conqueſt and triumph, of {ler 
and ſhining equipages, 9 
and duappointed rivals, W. 
chanting viſions more, h. 


} 


be realized, but which . 
3 


4 


* 
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e moſt certain realities; ſo certain, 
at he who ſhould attempt to undeceive 
her would run the riſk of being hated as 
ker greateſt enemy. This world of phan- 
ms, it is true, is always fluctuating: 
e gay and the gloomy fucceed by turns. 
| each our Conce!ted fait one 18 till 

Femnctpal gure; and the value of 
every thing 18 meatured, aCCOraiNg as it 
conttibutes to her importance and eleva- 
Hence innumerable illuſions, and 
ungoverned paſſions; the ſwelling of felf- 
whocmncy, and the ſtatelineſs of diſdain ; 

reſentment, or ſullen diſcontent, 

treated with the reſpect ſhe juppoſes 
her due; in fine, a total inattention 
-xpectations of others, and abto- 
1enhbility to whatever is beautiful 


enaffuming, or noble in 2 diſin- 


$2.4 { 


ed behaviour. Now what is it that 
vipe! this viſionary ſcene, and dif- 
mne much deluded lorcereſs! No- 
g tv effeftual as Chriſtianity. 
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If it ſhould pleaſe the Almighb. y 
preſs upon her heart its facred 40 tr 
they will ſhow her, in the moſt affccli. 
lights, her Qwn littleneſs, the docen 
and miſery of corrupted nature. 
tineſs of temporal and the rea.ity ©: 
nal things, the duty {ke ow; 
Maker, her Redeemer, and he: 


- 
1 1 
— 4 1 
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creaturesz with the neceſſity 


the divine favour, by a life of n. 
trition, and charity, By ſuch view 


fantaſtic ſtructures of Friile wi 


fently brought down; and on 
the plain and modeſt, but picatin 
rracetul fabric of Mecknels, wilt ' 


ra ] 1 0 * 


To ſpeak without 


* 


Sho will be delivered from 


\ 


of iii humour; ſuch, for ini 


obſtinacy of ſelf-will, t. 


ſelf-lave, 


a 124 7 n 
that at once ditappoint and en, 


| 


fgally, the expectation 


e 


of too 


Hie. 


[1 * 


12875 a 


41 


oY 


£2 I Y * 
Ul 


paſſion for thoſe gan 


mage, and too many com piiances 


AF”. 
Cin 


Ine 
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vation of her foul, ad the ſpirit of her 
Saviour, will become her principal ob- 
ects every virtue connected with theſe, 
vill be her habitual ſtudy; aud amen 
the reft “ peace, long- ſuffering, gentle- 
| my . meekneſs.“ With fuch 
atemper ſhe will not be apt to think herſelf 
Aronted ; that revengeful diipotition, of 
which your ſex have been accuſed even to 
Lapin will be her abhorrence; ſhe will 
101 , fora moment, to with-hold from 
gers that forgiveneſs, which the is con- 
ous of wanting from the great God to 
ncclelf; and as for her behaviour in general 
70 thoſe about her, it will breathe. that 
wünmug mildneſs, which ſeems to me the 
09! Liitingurſhing lincament in the image 
L-TELUSs 


e my ſiſters, was che perfect model 
kindneſs and courteſy. The Friend 
man was his characteriſtic. He con- 
th thoſe whom the world defpiſed ; 
de Rood {till to hear the cries, and relieve 
Q 4 
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the miſeries, of the wretched; ee 
ſtooped (aſtoniſhing goodneſs 

the feet of his own diſciples, 

«K of man came not to be 

„ uUnto, but to miniſter.“ I 

neſs of humility, and the beau 
piſton, he exemplified on al 

He ſhowed by his own practic: 

is nothing more becoming hat 1 
generous ſorrow, nothing fo i 

the language of a benevolen! 

ſus weeping over ihe grav« 
conſoling his mournful ſiſter 
ſtructing the folemn circle 
gs with the means 
ing it, is ſurely an object þy 
3 more intereſting and lor 
all the conquerors of the cartt 
with laurels, and riding 
triumph, with numberlels capt! 
train. | 


H:s inſtitut ion 18 of a pie 
character. It includes the 
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ciples of univerſal humanity. Every wall 


{ partition between the nations it throws 


aboliſhing che narrow «difftinction 


if lews and Gentiles, and exploding the 
i!12eral oppoſition of Greeks, to Barba- 
ans. The ſpikit of conqueſt for the ſake 
of power, it diſcourages, . while it pro- 


2\ms, enforces, and inſpires “ peace on 

arth, and good-will towards men ;” 
hom 1t teaches to conſider and love as 
vrethren, forming one great family under 
r common parent, held together by cha- 


1 


is the bond of perfection, and of ſuch 


«count With the Supreme. that he gave bis 
Alu Ras 


begotten fon to fave thein. 


weed I labour to prove how {weerly 
mh d:coverics as: theſe coincide with 
| Apotitions 10 modeity, ſympathy, ws 


11 * 
BK 
4 


ty, the deſire of pleaſing, the dread 


] violence, the Horror at barbarity, che 
pineis to cheriſh tender ſentiments, 


14 1070 endearing conzexions, which 
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are all ſo natural to the wort! eit bat: 
your ſex? 


The virtues of 2 Roman 
the better times of that repun » 
on ſome accounts io have bee 
ſpectable. They were ſuch +: 
looked for, from ber educatic: 
a people where ideas of pro] s 
iſm, and glory, ran high ; where, 
effect, theie things were rear 
ſummit of human excellence 
But not to infilt on the nation :! 
and ungenerous prepoſſeſſions, 
thoſe ideas were founded; 1 
to me, that whatever force or 7: 
female mind might in other 
from them, ſuch advantage we: 
balanced by the lots or the © 
that gentlencls and ſottacie, 
were, and ever will be, the 
charm of the female character. N. 8 
with the women of Great 

1 
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woteſs a ſyſtera ſo much more juſt, ami- 
ble, and happy, to adopt {or the regula- 
ot their temper any ſtandard different 


7 that in my text, 


dome of the melt agreeable and im- 
tant Conſequences of 2 meek and quiet 
ſprrit in your ſex, let us now proceed to 
Mey, Where nature has beſtowed any 
wind of perſonol beauty, be it ever ſo in- 
on{.derable 3 bow early is it known, and 


confoous pofleſſors to diſplay it, on all 


Nature has crndowed the greater part of 
the fex with 2 conſtitutional Softneſs, 
, under right direction, would render 
11ipeakably more pleaſing than any 
pollible attraction that is purely external. 
Let how ah of you ſcem acquainted with 
© proper uſe, fo as to turn it to any valu- 
ae account, What eſteem might you 
ot procure, and what happineſs commu- 
cite; if, inſtead of employiug this folk 


* what pains. are the generality of the too 
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occaſions, to the utmoſt advantage! But 
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neſs, merely to foſter paſſion n 
{elves or others, you made i! 

to all the amiable purpoſes + 
obliging behaviour! Foy 

to think of any alluremen!, 

that which ſhould chick, 
Women ! 
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The gift L ſpeak of is impail; 


ſerent degrees, and with vari: 
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nor will any culture pre 
from appearing in individual! 


to this, as well 28 other 
female mind: neither de 
Such diverfity is not only bes. 
ſelf, but agreeably adapted e 
and different taſtes of men. 
Hertion of the quality unde 
15 abloluicly eſiential to fr 
lence. Like every other du, 
it requires the guard of 
guidance of Diſcretion. 
that any good diſpoſition 
bow laudable or how enn 
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vou could ſuppoſe it to be found alone, 
, would conltitute a character extremely |. $4 
\mnerſect, and produce effects ſufſiciently | | 

ful. Where an eaſineſs of temper is 


particularly prevalent, and the heart un- 


the way of love and friendship; there, 


without oucſtion, A peculiar {train of Pro- 
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* ſulceptble of warm emotions 111 | fi 41 
| 
| 


— 


— — 
P 2 

hey. th Ia 
— — 


. * — 
4 ——— — —— - 
— 
2. 
<< 


and forutude 15 required, o prevern 
ung perion's being betrayed into great 
NCOnvernencies, and dangerous tender- 
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-netles, But while I conlider meckneſs as 
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turzlly underſtood, that ſome ſhare © 


and accomplihments before ro- 
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commended is preſuppoled, 


cultivated mind and delicate ſpitit, 
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teach vou to make the neceſſary 
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tions amongſt thote you converſe 


zom caution with freedom, aud, 
With a graceful' eale you give to 
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others what their characters claim, win! 
a modeſt firmneſs o {upport vo. 
There are few things, perhaps, mere ©; 
temptible than an undifinguithing gm 
who can ſmile altke UDO all; who {ee 
prepared for every addrefs, who lng: x: 
if the freeſt would not be nine, 
who ſcatters herſelf among!t pro 
objects; who, if I may be ind 
expreſſion, proſtitutes to every 

eye, and every new comer, ne 
charms ſhe may poſſeſs, ini{tadt of peter yg 
them for the intimacies of virtuons |: 

of ſacred friendſhip. You * 
conceivæ, that the deportment | « 

force is ſomething widely dill cr 


In effect, were religions an 
ſiderations let aſide, ſuch women on 
be very pleaſing on the foctine 
ſoftneſs alone. Coquettes 

monly bur little ſenſibility. Lt 
graces, if any they had, ar: 
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vity and affectation. While they court 
e regards of all, they have none to be 
tw upon any. Let what was faid long 
270 be here remembered, that a forward 
ppearance, and light demeanonr, imme- 

lguſt a man of the leaſt delicacy z 
„it he be weak enough to love the 


conctihip, has commonly 
11ch perception as not to approve of her 


however ſo 


who offers it. But good-nature, under 
tie povernment of good ſenſe and real 
worth, will engage our eſteem without flat- 
Weng var folly, and reach that juit ftan- 
Grd of the female character, which con- 
its 1 a fine compoſition of gentleneſs 
ww dionity, of ſweet complacence and 

01s reſerve, the happy medium fo 
nd hit Getweer, Prudery and its oppo- 


ov extreme. 


former of theſe is moſt directly 
ant to chat Jovely quality which we 


are. now -onfidermp, I will proceed to 
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rectify the notions were it but 


your ſex, on a ſubject which, 
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ſent age, may be reckonec, 


judges, leaſt of all neceſſary in 


— — 
#- 


0 YVOUng men. 


That a prudiſh behaviour 
cere, I will not take upon me 
It may arife ſometimes from 


frigidity, or ſtrange inſenſibilie 


| Py; 


I ſpeak not of the diflikes 


conceive 10 Particular men, „ 
others they are by no meat 


ible of kind 1mpreſtions. 

peak of thoſe females wahoie t 

is Icequenily forbidding, occalionc! 
peculiar reſervedueſs of manic: 
temper, not at ail incompatit!c 
affection ; ſince it evidently w: 
little, and that exceſſive ba 


place, ON proper encourage 
riage equally courteous and u. 
where a woman bears mon! 
{pirits the character of a prude, 
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vu confeſs myſelf tempted to doubt both 
her honeſty and her underſtanding. 


This we are ſure of, that it 19 very com- 
von ſor people to affect moſt the appear- 
nee of thoſe virtues which they Iealt 
polſ-ſs. What they want in reality they 
ul farn ſupply in ſhow, afraid of ſuſpi- 
con, where they are conſcious of guilt ; 
whereas thoſe that are ſound' at heart, are 
ſeldom Aren ür of beirig ſuſpected. 
© A 004 man ſhall be fatisficd from him- 
6 fe] af, and generally leaves others to col: 

this principles from his practice. An 
"met confidence in the rectitude of bis 
intentions begets a ſimplicity of man- 
1275, that deſpiſes oſtentation in all caſes, 
and rene profeſſion in moſt. I do 
een Religious Proſeſſion, which 2 


Vil man will never think unne eceſſary, | 


Wough he will always make it with mo- 
* In ſhort, true virtue, whether male 


7 female, is like the ſun, beſt ſcen in its 
un light. 
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Of a defect of ſenſe I look on r. 
an 1ndifputable proof, It never gas. 
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its attempts to impoſe. A vom 
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character is conſidered by our {c: 
pocrite, by yours as-a bypocrite 
at the lame tune. Both. Are inet 
keencr inſpection into her condi 1 
the leaſt failure, both are prove «dl 
reproach; and ſhould the unge 
lembler at laſt drop her diſgu;(: 
the triumph over her is univ 
does the world ever forget a 
which was preceded by pretenſon, 
rior ſtrictneſs. In any cafe . 
Agreeable creature, whom none can love 
and whom moſt will ſhun, Hog 
words of an elegant writer on th 11 
& Virtue is amiable, mild, fore 
& Witkout all beauty, and all peace w; 
<6 The honour of a Ha is rage 2nd 
« Tis uglineſs in its molt tige 
Should ach a woman live to 8 
in the fingle ſtate, ſhe will ve 18 


r F -;, cv 10 


SERMON HI » 243 hl 


with a mixture of hatred and contempt. 

When 1 fay this, every one will recollect 

the imputation which has been fo fre- - 
auently brought againſt Unmarried fe- 
males at that age Is it an unpleaſant 

aden! The inference is plain: Let ic be 1 
our care to lay in now ſuch a ſtore of A] 440 
good humour. and chrithan meckneis, as 1 


a4 218. 


mingling with other agreeable acquiſitions, | Lo 14.9 
may prevent the advance of life trom 1 
poiling your chrarfulneſs, or robbing you Fe 

hat benignity which communicates a 5 
groce to every condition, and of that con- 
uence which youth and beauty alone 
nnot preterve. Eſtabliſn it betimes as a 
maxim, that to be married is neither 


one, nor the chief thing needful. Are 1 
ach in that tate happy? Or muit ſhe be ne.. "hl þ' 
ceflirily unhappy, #ho is not in that 777008 
tte! May not a ſingle woman be wile | [1M 
and virtuous? and if wiſe and virtuous il 1 
Fill the not be contented ? 2nd if con- 1 


9 7 . 
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, is ſhe not happy in the beſt ſenſe, 
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as much ſo as can be expected in the mixet 
and variable lot of mortals? Ls ther any 
thing wrong in this reaſoning? ?:? 
right now, will it not be right c . 
teen; twenty years hence? And in 
mean while do you not tee WZmům in the 
ſituation ſuppoſed, who from the genes. 
of their temper, breeding, and vnlerſon 
ing, are objects of tender regard © 12097d 
ſo much the more valuable, that 
tained by the worthieſt of their ac 
ance, that it is no longer a tbute ei 
by the power of beauty, or ided by 112 
influence of cuſtom, but the pur? rewe. 
of genuine merit, a merit tried by tn”, 
and matured by reflemon ? 


But do ye imagine, that thoſe 0 
diſregarded and avoided who arc gen, 
fretful or ſuſpicious from age? Depend 
upon it, that ſuch diſpoſitions ar alway! 
diſguiting ; were the that indulges ew 


1 - 
14 


blooming as the ſpring, or e 
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the day. No heart was ever won by dif- 
dain; no lover was ever kept by coldneſs. 
A man, whom the extravagance of his paſ- 
gon has weakened, may ſubmit for a while | 
{© the petulant airs, and even inſolent | 
treatment, of a female that is handſome 
and young. Nay, ſuck is the debility | 1 
tometimes produced by this paſſion in men - i 
of little ſpirit or low underſtanding, that 
bad uſage, blended with fits of kindneſs, 
a actually make them doat the more. 
But what ſhall we ſay of that woman, 
#0 finding a man in her power ſports 


z1th his heart, and to ſhow her dominion 
paays the tyrant ? Alas! ſhe knows not. 
that true greatneſs conſiſts in gencrality, 
tat u graceful compliance js inexpreſſibly 


tor ever obliged by a noble frankneſs. Se * 


{rpets too how ſoon an immoderate ſond- 


what feyere revenge may be taken after 


lle it, were he diſpoſed to retaliate. 
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neſs s cured by cormubial familiaricy, and 11 
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But you want t© maintain your 024 ̊ 
and why not? Would you do it the 
moſt effectual manner? Worth 
derſtanding are the proper means. i! 14h. 


tineſs is always little, violence 
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and peeviſhneſs the inſirmity 0 
Worth and underſtanding Confer a © 
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quence that is ſeldon in danger o 5 
deſpiſed. She who ſhows a uit fen!2 of 
what belongs to her as a wom 

as a Chriſtian, will engage refpuc! 


out ſeeking to command it. Fron, 
word, a look expreſſive of virtuous Vit 
or pious indignation, will dati © 


oiiender, i not vncommuntily 


indeed. Nor can ſhe probably 
obliged to bear the company of a 
who 1s proof againſt che Jightnin 
cellence provoked. Be aſſured, or. 
other Ode, that good nature W.! 
wilt never leſſen your vahue, 


Look up, my fair ones, to be 
Lady of this land, and learr: 20. 
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earn to know, that however grandeur 
may ſecure external reverence, it is good- 
neſs only that inſpires heart-felt eſteem; 
hat. Royalty 1tielt derives Iuitre from 
Meekneſs; and that the higheſt preroga- 
ive of rank is the power of imparting 
city. more largeiy. Happy prince! thus 
o have found a companion, by whoſe 
cheartul temper and gentle manners the 
cares of government are ſoftened, and 
zar ſatisfackion is enjoyed at home, which. 
the ſplendor of a crown cannot confer. 
Iauſtrious pair! live long blefſed in each 
er and in your children, brigbt ex- 
ples of nuptial fanQuty, parental af- 
tion, and domeſtic joy. — The per- 
onage I ſpeak of ſeems ſo thoroughly 
ot, ſo naturally cbliging, that I can- 
bot doubt but ſhe would have proved 
inch in any ſtation. But certain it is, 


tha from thoſe who are placed in tlie 


gher walks of life, a little condeſcen - 
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it not wonderful that women of birth 
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a little favour, gives great delight. 
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and fortune ſhould not pleaſe more gens 


rally, when they might pleaſe at ſo che! 
rate? N | 


But not to dwell on theſe accidor ul 
tinctions ; what man is not Charmod wit 
an amiable courteouſneſs in any 1: 
woman, eſpecially if otherwiſe attric 
Even common civility is pratetu;, 
would ye be reſiſtleſs? Acquire 2 ba 
fixed attention. It is a ſort of filent 
tery truly exquiſite, and withal pes 


innocent. To the moſt attentive 


in company you may obſerve 
vertation almoſt always direftet 

by interruption, liftlefneſs, or 4 
look in thoſe that are preient, 
creature that offers to ſpcak is ure 
mortiſied. As a ſmall degree 6: 
ledge entertains in a woman ; io #91 
woman, though for a different 

a {ſmall expreſhon of kindneis C1121! 
particularly if ſhe have beauty. ! 
truth, without uttering a word, ſhe 
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nber power by this ſingle mark of good 
b:ceding to captivate more than I can tell. 
In ſhort, liſtening to the perſon who 
feaks, with a recollected, mild, and 
ſly aſpect, which nothing frivolous 
can divert, is perhaps the moſt valuable 
alete in the whole ſcience of genuine po- 
\tencſs, From an agreeable young wo- 
„% intelligent man id is incredibly 
botbing. 

to your natural ſoftneſs you join 
hat chriſtian meekneis, which I now 
mech z both together will not fail, with 
„e oſſüulance of proper reflection and 
Nenuy advice, to accompliſh you in the 
and trueſt kind of breeding. You 
Pu. ot be in danger of putting your- 
rs 0rd in company, of contradict- 


I ant, of aſſerting poſitively, of de- 

"1 obUinately, of affecting a ſuperi- 

1 % any preſent, of engroſſing the 

courſe, of liſtening to yourſelves with 

Neat latistaction, of neglecting what 
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is advanced by others, or of incor 
them without neceſlity. 


When theſe are not hee 
youthſul iolly, and even ther; 
diſpleaſing, it is plain they pio 
from pride and vanity, but w 
fore that meckneſs is wy 
mility, and mightily aſſiſted by 
be truly humble, you will maviott a, 
forgetiuineis of yourſelves, wit 
ing reſpect for others; a dit 
your own ſentiments, with a delescneg 19 
theirs in doubtful points, c. 
they are entitled to know bott. 
nets to learn of every one, 
tion to give each an ophotunm, 
ing with advantage, and dhe 
happy in their turn. Where 
ing modes happen to 
will not attect to . b 
your taſte, or the ſtrictneis 
ciples, by a oa 3 
ſaucy contempt of tte n 
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ners iy thers. Nor will thoſe conteſts 
nd diterences about precedency, form, 
and faſhion, which inflame ſo many of 
rour-{ex, intereſt minds that have learnt 
the gignity of yielding, and that deſpiſe the 
'cncfs of pride. the moſt 
nt branches of chriſtian breeding 


you will practiſe with calc and pleaſure, 


In a word, 


om an internal principle. A meek de- 


prtment is the natural aud ſpontaneous 


0th. of a lowly mind. Politeneſs in 
the heart. 
to that ſpecious, but 
below complaiſance, ſtudied by the fa- 
"onable and the falſe, Which conſiſts in 
an arttul diſguifing of their own paſhons, 
and a flattering application to thoſe of 
"cs, ina ſupple iraming of the face to 
wl ocuations, in profeſſing the greateſt 
ret without feeling the leaſt, and in 
ing very often the worlt de ligus under 


70 ill be the offe pri ng 01 


Now much preferable 


he ſhow of 
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lac Haile of familatity, and 
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I uſed the phraſe Chriſtian Breea: my 
that kind of courteſy, which I point g. 18 
being expreſsly enjoined by one of +1, 
writers of the New Teſtament, Peng 


you think of St. Paul, that accompligi 
apoſtle, who himſelf became all this: __ ar 
all men, that he might gain fome. 891 le 


a precept might have been readily ſugge 
ed by his carly education ir; * 
learning, and would have come very 1; 
turally from the hand that drew {6 divige 
2 picture of Charity, the parent of Nov 
neſs. But the fact is, that it fell fron: ti 
pen of an illiterate . man, bred to 
rougheſt of all employments. Tt 2; 
Peter, the 1 Os: tha 

«© Be courteous:“— to intimate 


religion Which. "be had  lear: 
the meek and lowly Jeſus, wi: ab 
to ſoften the keenelt and fob: 
hotteſt temper, and even give nt 
neſs to one trained among. 
waves, 
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What ſtrangers to the ſpirit of the 
zoſpel are thoſe women who have never 


contronled their own humours, whoſe 
books are contempt, and thoſe words arc 
xrogauce 3 whoſe general demeanour, un- 
lefs when they are propitiated by adula- 
tion, or ſoothed by ſubmiſhon, is big with 
noece and ſcorn! How ſhall we ex- 
preſs gur horror at thoſe female furies 
that, loſt to decency and every mild feel- 
ig of their ſex, can abandon themſelves 
t © all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil ſpeaking, and all 
„ malice!“ ée It is better, ſays Solomon, 
% dwell in a corner of the houſe-top, 
chan with a brawling woman in a wide 
* noute ;* he might have added, or in a 
magnificent palace. In ſo doing, he would 
hare probably ſpoken from experience; 
lice it may be preſumed that ſome of 
thole caſtern ladies, who had by their 
beauty enſlaved the unhappy monarch, 
were willing now and then by their 
'2gues to convince him of their preroga- 
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tire. The ſaying of the fon of Sir), 
on the ſame ſubject, is yet ſtron:'er, 4 
well as more ironi cal. A loud c,inq 
« woman, lays he, and a fcoid, (ul 
& be ſought out to drive away the © 

That ipirited writer ſatirizes the c 
vices in general, with great freed) hy 
there is ſcarce any of them Which! 
frequently or more ſeverely ch 


CS 


this of unquietneſs and ill tempe, 


When à woman of ſuch i 
enters into the nuptial ſtate, Wat cds 
neſs can equal his to whot: t fig 
falls? To be tied for life | 
whom neither reaſon can gor  T 
patience win, nor any thing- £0114 
main force; a domeitic plaguc, 09 
hend, from whom only ber dee 
own can deliver him—myſterion: ov 
dence | who can untold the roo Y 
procedure, when ſuch is the po 9 4 
good man; who, mild himſelf ini 


able, would have given and 
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altar ſelicity, had he been connected with 
ſome gentle female ? 


Zut let it be remembered, that violence 
5 not neceſſary to conſtitute ill temper. 
Obſtinacy alone will do it. Let me con- 
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ure you, by all that is dear and lovely, to 
ard againſt that. Be aſſured there is 
da man living, whoſe affection it does 
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of chill, let him be otherwiſe ever ſo 


pt, Ou, 
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warm an admirer. There may be thoſe 
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vho, during the ſhort reign of Peauty, 
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will tupport it. But that being over, and 


the lalci nation of appetite. diffolved, a dil- 
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putatious, perverſe, and ſtubborn female, 
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i always offend; and, where there is 
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wy manhood left, will often provoke to 
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dangerous degree. In the mean time, 
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ery one who is not in love will be dif- 
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an. the want of ſoft compliance, and 
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meek ſubmiſſion. Theſe the men are 


aunt by nature, by education, and by 
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cuſtom, to conſider as your duty, 4 
their right; neither will they be ah. 
brought to diſpenſe with it. Some v/ 
them you may ſubdue; but you Can per. 
ſuade none of them into a differen {1 er 
If yet, after all, you will PE your glos 
in deſpotic rule inſtead of kind attrac 0 
chooſing rather to tyrannize over a 
ſlaves under the form of huſbands. 
influence thoſe huſbands as tender ffiend 
what can we lay, but that we PITy tain 
much, and you more? For the dee of 
little paltry power aſſumed without ! 
and exerciſed without diſcretion, to © 
up the worthieſt triumphs of your (+, 17 
mean and how miſerable! © Tel} 
« (Gath, publiſh it not in the ftecte 6 
«& Aſkelon; leſt the daughters c | 
© liſtines rejoice, leſt the daug'tc: 
© uncircumciſed triumph.” 


ON 


R M 


ON 


Yo 
ha 


IALE MEEKN 


* 


1. 
7 
4 


5 


| — q— ——— 


* 2 N 4 
— — = = 2 —— 2 —— . 


N IV. 


On Female Meekneſs. 
1 Pet. 11, 37 4, 


fe adorning, let it not be that outward 
axorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold, or of putting on of ab- 
basel. but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptibie, 


the ornament of 4 Meet and Punet 


"O01 price. 


A >a friend to your ſex, I cannot for- 
\ bear Jamenting, that io many of 

inould loſe their conſequence, by 
ilding it on qualities inſuſſicient to ſup- 
. Dreſs and ſhow will never long 
apuvate any but ſuperficial minds. The 
n of youth and beauty is neceſſarily 
Mere vivacity may amule in a girl, 
in a woman cannot give laſting de- 
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too feeble to fix the heart. vet f 
things, I am ſorry to ſay it, a 
ſources from whence the gener 
voung women at preſent ek to 
their power. In this purſuit the unme 
ing applauſe, or momentary 
of a few, is ſuppoſed to found 
rior and permanent importonce wi! 
What are the effects? From that 
ment, female fottneſs is ſorvotten;; 
ſtian condeſcenſion is held mean 
lity, the parent of almoſt every c 
is utterly. deſpifed; and hence ap. 

aim at proud daminion, inſtead 
obſequious majeſty afcribed by 
to innocent Eye an aim, 
quently thwarted in thefe he. 
and, when ſucceſsful, product: 

7 triumph always difguſting to us her 
Hence to an unnatura! COMPO. 
ceited allurement and affected pri 
place of thoſe genuine attraction: 

| | are attendant on. modeſty an 
hence, to ſay no more, rivalſlip 
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And quätrels for conquelt, without end, 
tion often, alas, have we ſeen theſe things 
H{rrace the fingie ſtate! Nor nced we 
onder, that from habit they are often 
ned into the conjugal 5 with this dif- 
ference, that the folly and preſumption, 
wore diſfuſed and practiſed on all, are 
e perhaps, concentered and turned 


— 


don the huſband. Would you, my dear 


arge, avoid a conduct ſo indecent and 


EY 


mhappy? Would you ſecure, in both 
en Jiftons an influence equally juſt and 

To all other 
aunents befitting your ſex, learn to join 
lecknefs. Meekneis is 
very honour, while ſhe arrogates none, 


vittues and at- 
followed with 
dale Meekneſs the better part of man- 
aue always contpired to crown with 
adng wreaths of !ove and of praiſe. 
hine, thou fair form, to command 
ing, and by yielding to conquer. 
he family of Religion, © Ws daugh- 
105 24 le, but thou ex 
have done virtuoul 7; but thou ex- 
celleth them all.“ 
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The merits of this moſt Jove!y | 
1 have engaged to diiplay. Its tmp. 
in the married ſtate I mentioned 
cloſe of my lait diſcourſe. Let; 
that conſideration, and then proces. 


In the paſſage from which we }1+; 
taken our text, the apoſtle exhor': «| 
| ſtian women to be in ſubjeEto!: 
| own huſbands, adding, as a mot 
| deſerved their regard, © that ii 

te not the word, they alſo with on! 
« word may be won by the conver! 


ce of the wives, while they beho! 
F c chaſte converſation, coupled wit! 

| and ſo he goes on to recommen !!; | 
and quiet ſpirit, which onght to 

| | principal ornament, Wath relat 
| particular caſe by him fuppoled, 
| ing evidently is, that thoſe his fon. 


ciples might, by a pious and 
portment full of {weetneſs and 
gain their huſbands over to 
which they had not yet emo 
= l 


SERMON XIV. 2863 


which they would be no longer able © 
reſt, when they beheld and experienced 
its happy effects on the tempers and man- 
ners of their wives. To every excellent 
woman, that in this way has been inſtru» 
pental to fave a foul from death, we may 
add ofs, though in a lower ſenſe, thoſe 
words which were ſpoken by Gabriel to 

Virgin Mary on 2 great occaſion, 
„Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the 
„Lord is with thee; © bleifſed art thou 
among women.“ 
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[ cannot. do juſtice to this part of my 
7ument without remarking, that there is 
do fear much of the worthleſſneſs of 


120 married men, as well as much of the 
110appineſs both of them and their part- 
ners, mult be imputed to the Turbulent 
Pallons, or Uncomplymg Humours of the 
latter, Such is the ſameneſs of the ma- 
monial ſtate on one hand, ſuck its cares 
01 the other, and, it is but fair to add, 
"ih the indiſpoſition of numbers of men 
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to be long delighted; that, to pre: 
attachment of a huſband unimpa2!; 
utmoſt attention and the mildef cc 
cence ate commonly requiſite on 
the woman. 


«« Fen in the happieſt choice, who: © (15) 
« heav'n 
“% Has <qual love and eaſy tortunc 
“Think not, the huſband gain'd, (4 
& done; | 
« 'The prize of happineſs muſt 41] | » 
« And oft, the carcleſs find it to the: 
« The lover in the huſband may be 
i The Graces might alone his aur 
„They and the Virtues meeting 
« cure.” 


I am aſtoniſhed at the folly of m1; 


men, who are ſtill reproaching ben 


bands for leaving them alone, for proto 
this or that company to theirs, tor te?! 
them with this and the other mare 
gard or indifference ; when, to 
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1th; they have themſelves in a great mea- 


to blame. Not that 1 would juſtify 


EET 


the men in any thing wrong on their part. 


* FEBS 


ur had you behaved to them with a more 


. oo. eh an 1 
— P x =o __ EXC z 
* — 
- - 


:cfpeciul obſervance, and a more equal 
tendernels; ſtudying their humours, over- 
king their. miſtakes, ſubmitting to their 
0101023 in matters indiſſerent, paſſing by 
le inſtances of unevenne(s, caprice, or 

„ giving ſoft anſwers to haſty words, 


mplaining as ſeldom as pollible, and 


aking it your daily care to relieve their 
1x01, and prevent their wiſhes, to en- 

i the hour of dullneſs, and call up the 
eas Of felicity: had you purined this 
conduct, 4 doubt not but you would have 


* . 3 K — 0 4 3 "1 ] . up oo : 
ntained and even increaſed their eſteem, 


0 i: as to have ſecured every degree of 
| 100 that could conduce to their vit- 


ue, or your mutual tatisfaction ; and Your 
bouſe might at this Gay have been the 


ode of domeſtic bliſs. | 
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There may, it is true, be ſome husband 
whom no goodneſs can imprese 


owned it before; but ſtill we have 0:90 


to believe, that of men who wo; 
turned OL better, had they Met 
diſcreet and obliging women, mult! 
have been loit by b the mattention © 
glect, as well as not a few by the 1-1 
tinence and perverſeneſs of their v 
Little do many of you think how 
the heart may be alienated. A ges. 
rcadineſs to make every kind 

for what may be amiſs in others. 
haps the rareſt quality in the ww 
however one of the moſt nece#; 
ſeveral connexions of ſoriety, 
cially in the neareſt of all con 


> 


And yet how few huſbands: con 
ſpeaking, have the good nature , 
it towards the companions of 
How ſoon after marriage docs 
rer that every error is magnihed 0 


JI 
—— 
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2 fault, every fault into a vice, and often 
a fing!e look is conſtrued into l know not 
what enormity ! One great ſource of this 
itery is, that molt men expect too much 
from the women they marry, expect to be 
always received with {miles, and cheriſhed 
hy endearments, forgetting that they do 
not always deſetve them, that thoſe wo- 
men are like themſelves imperfect, that 
even the beſt temper will be huit by cir- 
cumſtances, and that the brightel! {ky can- 

for ever remain unclouded. But, 
twuhſtanding all this, it continues true, 
hat women might often do much more to 
Flialc. Their dropping to the huſband, 
We have frequently ſcen, thoſe engag- 


7 manners which they practiſed on the. 


vers: is impicty and diſtraction at the 
ane inſtant; as if the folemn vows they 
made at the altar were words of courie, 
zu their only concern was to be married, 


notte de happy, or to gain a heart, not 


W keep It, They are apt alſo to forget 
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in their turn, that the comp lacan 
obſequiouſneis of courtthip (el! 


into wedlock ; that.the raptures . 


mon paſſion are neceſſarily hort; the 


attachment without tender nes, . 


* LAS pert £ Ma 
an affection without delicacy, 1 


as can be hoped from the ordinary tn 


buſbands; and that to preſerve even 
requires both vigilance and gent 


But that vigilance which is 0. 


i 


be frequently ſuſpended ; and thi ge 


} 


nets which is put on will be ala 
3 11 3 : s 
carious. Therefore we: with vou 
quire early the habits of ſelf contro! 
to cultivate from principle a *. 
quiet ſpirit. This you will do » 
ceſs, if imploring and depending 
1 3 1 
grace of God, you make conte 
curbing betimes the iraſcible pat. 
nature, of ſubmitting calmly to t' 
mortiacations of life, of generow! 
ing to thoſe about you, and 
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deny of condeſcending to perſons of low 


| , & * 


ie never ſeen a woman eminent for 


the laſt. of theſe qualities; who was not 
excelient in many other ways. Reſpect to 
ſuneriors may be. enforced by fear, or 
Yompted by mtereſt, and is therefore no 
demonſtrative proof of a good heart. But 
habitual mildneſs to thoſe of inferior rank, 
one of its ſureſt indications. That 
voung lady cannot have a bad mind, who 
readily enters into the diſtreſſes, and affec- 
ately contributes to the felicity, of 
whom Providence has placed be- 
neun her. In reality there is no ſuch 
cover y of your tempers as your treat- 


t domeſtics. She is always the 


* 


telt character, who behaves beſt at 
tome, and is moſt liked by the ſervants. 


4 , 


ey are the trucſt judges of a woman's 
Gipolittons, becauſe to them dilguiſe is 


ad aide, and they fre her in all lights, 
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An unaffected propenſion to uſe tn ww, 


without partiality and without 
argues a confirmed benevoien oc 9 
who uſe them otherwiſe, will urge ! : 
their mercenary ſpirit, their wat o F 
tude, their want of worth; and loch con. 
plaints may in many initances þ 
founded. But humanity is not]: 
wil rife above little confiderati on; . . 
ianity is divine, and will not be brcrcome | 
of evil, but will overcome evil w q 
A faithful feryant is a treaſurc. . 
every poſſible mark of regard It 
| ſuch there certainly are in this | 
M But it muſt te confeſſed, the vonoralil v of 
Mi that claſs are often” highly ; i 
| they are ever ready to corrupt 01 2 65 
"| and there can be little attachment 
bl there is no principle. Nexerth 4 an | be 
Wl perſuaded, that treating them v | ne 
1 neſs when ſick, and with gentle 2 
other times, without making us 
| kdents, would, joined to a Wan df Oe * 
| j 
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ample, go far to gain and reform many 
of them. At any rate, condeſcenſion and 
penerolity to thoſe of lower ſtation, will 
always give fatisiaction to that mind in 
which there is real Tuperiority, 


Your behaving handſomely to your 
friends, and courteouſiy to all with whom 
Your. converſe, though not to certainly 
characteriſlic of the virtue I paint, w 
10 et 5 a natural and apreeable effect of it. 
1efs is like the light, Which 3 

oy every where: though, like the light 
50, it pleaſes moſt Where it is leaſt Iook- 

| for. Jo carry on the reſemblance ; 
ike that it will be ſometimés obſcured, 
but like that alſo, we cannot bear its be- 
ig long abſent. Starts of petulance may 
ve torgiven to proſperity ; fits of frettul- 
gels are natural to affliction: but what 
aan be pleaded for harbouriiig a Paſſionate 
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S ERMON XIV. 


When I have ſeen a woman! 


* [1 have always withed for a mirror at 
to ſhow her to herſelf. How won! 
have ſtarted back from her ow: | 
if not an ablolute Demon! To tl: 
ſuch a ſtamp I have nothing to 
this, that a place awaits them Where 

rage will have its full ſcope for «© 
ſome are of a calmer ſtrain, ſous, 
tic, and ſullen; not leſs unch::! 
jeſs unfemale than the others, « 
account much worſe. In thoſe +! 
breaks and clears; in theſe ali 3: 
gloom, that admits no ſunſhine, - 
ſents no proſpect of the chcartn 
For vulgar and unenlightened tptrits 
continually overcaſt, there may 
excule, from the want of better 
tion, that might have helped t 
their natural infelicity of tempo. 
what ſhall be ſaid for habitual 
deep reſentment, and cool mal 
thole women who, together witl, 
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/ 


ſtandings originally good (for ſome ſuch 
te are) have enjoyed the advantages of 
abs and converſation, of elegant breed- 
ug and knowledge of the world? In 
truth, their heads feenied to have flarved 
their hearts; and the talents they poſlefs 


eve only to render them completer 


1 
f1,27 714 
* + j * 3 
&4 *, $4.5 4 


is a ſtrange miſtake of many who 
think, that, provided they do not wdulpe: 
o one particular paſſion, they may give 
Joe to all the reſt; as if a woman could 
Send only by incontinence; or as if her 
committing a fin to which perhaps 
the coldneſs of her complexion ſhe 
106 propenſity, or from which ſhe is 
trained by the dread of immediate in- 


and rum, would atone for the com- 


„4 ˙ — — — 


Mon of others without number; for 

walt, and arrogance, for ſelfifhneſs and 
\, ior luſpicion and revenge, for un- 

winded cenforiouineſs, or the blackeſt 
Vol. II. | 3 
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malice, I am ſufficiently aware ti 
may not comprehend the remar 
that Uncharitableneſs may not for: 
but no candid hearer will mitt 
when J ſay, that, however ſcande 
however deſtructive the lufts 61 
may be, thoſe of the mind ate 
heinous, being the proper and 
image of the worſt and wicket! 
the univerſe; in one word, 
fernal. 


Our Mafter underfood the 
well, and was not afraid to ment 
underſtood it. In the capacity 0 
teacher he converſed freely wit!“ 
and hnners ; he treated them ter: 
came not, as he himſelf ſaid, ** 0 
« righteous but ſinners to pentance 
What gentleneſs did he not ff 
poor creature taken in adultery | vt 
forgiveneſs of the well-known n 
nitent, who but a little beſo 05 
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plunged 1 in diforder and ſhame! Such he 


: Fl mould enter into the kingdom of 


zeaven more readily than the Scribes and 
Phariſees, in ſpite of all their ablutions and 
prayers, their frequent fallings and fpe- 
cious demeanour ; a proud telt-juſuſving, 
uch moſt unmerciful tet of mer, Wen he 
rupled not for theſe rraſons to pronounce 
5 the children of the devil.“ Let me per- 
unde you, from the <xample of your Sa- 
our, to learn Pity towards ſuch as have 
zone aſtray, How ungracious in women 
not to ſhow mercy to women! Let me 
prevail with you never to expreſs a ſuper- 
chous contempt, or unforgiving ſeverity, 
en the ſubje&t of thoſe hapleſs beings 

rave miſery pleads for cormuleration 


jet louder than their crimes call for cen - 


ure. Which of you can be ſure that you 
Fold not have yielded to the fame temp: 
ions which overcame them? Where 
ie thoſe perfect characters that can an- 
| ver for their own ability? Who made 
; TY 
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you to differ from the wretchedef 
human kind? Believe me, chil 
the moſt genuine virtue is always ne 
humble, and the moſt charitab! 
ciful heaven, may the beſt giits 
providence, and the ſweeteſt in! 
thy grace, deſcend evermorc «© 
bleſſed Eſtabliſhment, which ha 

a ſanctuary for wretched female 
vice, and willing to reform. Ma » 
benefactors obtain mercy in the dan 
Lord, What ſuperior honour d 

ain eſtabliſhment, with its {:{t-- 

that happy Aſylum for the helpic!: 
creatures of your fex who are + 
rupted, refleck on this nat: 

are truly the molt diftinguithin; 
Britain; the faireſt flowers, it | 
ſay, in all the garland of Eng! 
manity. 


But let me recommend to you &. 
wich regard to your ſex in gene, 
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Woll as compaſſion towards the unhappy 
part of it. Ah, my fair clients, what 
mall we fay in your behalf to thoſe men 
% arc always telling us ef your ill-na- 
ed remarks, or liberal infinuations to 
the difadvantage of one another? Such 
eien themſelves, without controul, to 
accurſed paiſion, we give up at 
with” indignation and abhorrence. 
hoe willul and deliberate deitroyers of 
ieput tion are of their $f father the devil, 
«x10 was an acculer, and“ a murilerel 
the begining * nor, while they 

iis works, will it avail them aught, 


like him they could in other re- 


Ines e transform themſelves into angels 


light!“ No luſtre of beauty, no 


C. 


| 
6 


Winancy of underſtanding, can, even 


20127 the warmeſt friends of the ſex, 
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M4 compenſation tor the ſpirit of cenſo- 
oulticts in a female, For my own part, 
mnfider good nature and candid ſenti- 
ats as ſo peculiarly indiſpentable in 
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every woman, that, when 1 war: 
mate the character of any young 
take the firſt opportunity of comme: 


higbly ſome perſon of her own 


about her own age, but rather 
whorn the knows, and who is def 
favourite with the men. If wit) 
tation, relerve, or a ſingle But, 
apparent pleaſure and cordiolity 4: 
in the praiſe; I ara willing from c. 
ment to ſorm x favourable Ipin? 
heart. I may bu miſtaken :; it 
artifice ; but, for the moſt part. 
not. If on the contrary —But ! 
expreſs the reſt. Inform us, 
of human nature, what it 3s in ! 
mind that, without the reſt: 0:1; 
tior worth, inclines it ſo ſtrong 
love of fcandal? I am difpoict : 
that, beſide the competitions {o; 
plained, it may be often own” '« 
mony produced by diſappoint 
often to the habits contracted ' 
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ing with thoſe who, having no fund of en- 
tertairment in themſelves, are forced to 
leck it at the expence of others. Be it 
owing however to what it will, one thing 
is certain, that a pronenels to indulge it is 
always deteſtable; as on the other hand, 
he who has the generoſity to approve 
mot will have always the ſatisfaction of 
eng molt approved; and for the beſt of 
12/1ties, an amiable temper,—--—No, my 

it ones, nothing can make amends {or 
the want of that. Is it like wiſdom; “It 


„ cannot be valued with the gold of 
* Ophir, with the precious oyns or the 


apphire. The gold and the cryſtal 
** Cannot equal it; and the exchange of 

t ſhall not be for jewels of fine 12 
No mention {hall be made of coral « 
of pats: tor the price of it 1s _ 
* rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia ſhall 

not equal it.” Preſerve it, dearly be- 
ec, and cheriſh it for ever, 


14 
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Let “ the law of kindneſs“ bein 
tongue. * A froward mouth a 
« verſe lips put far from you.“ Quid 


againſt every word, againſt 


that would give pain unneceſſarily t: 


creature. Beware of miſtaking pine! 


for vivacity, or petulance for 
Tremble at the thought of ſact it. q 
friendſhip to a jelt, Indulge in u. 


propenſity to contradiction, or che 


criticiſm. Be not haſty to draw a 
ters, in genere! companies elpee 


Whenever vou do, be ſure to touch 


what is prajſe-worthy : ſomethings pr 


worthy there is in cvery charatter. 05 


what is culpable throw the veil 0 . 


as often as you can. As well in 


in other reſpects, „ charity ſh]! 


« multitude of fins.” When te 


are condemned, juſtify their ect, 


poſſible z extenuate it, if not: {or 
cumſtance of extenuation may be 
always found. It in your judgus 
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numan actions you mult frequently err, 
ict it ever be on the favourable fide; and 
temember, that one of a noble nature 
hid much rather be thought bumane than 
witty, fimple than ſevere. Show your- 


; pleaſed, as often as you really are 


fo; and you will feldon fail of pleaſing. 
ſom to all the reſt the e Ot 


lauding freely in other women that 


zutun, and thoſe accompliſhments, which 


eu yourſelves may chance not to polieſs, 
o poſleſs only in au inferior degree. 
ew lovely and great will you appear by 
n matfected attention to ſuch maxims! 
The tparkling of wit, or the ſplendor of 
tune in others, they amutfe and dazzle 
07 a time; but you ſhall fecure ſolid and 


ating eſteem. Your ſociety will be 


ght, as caly and falez your friendſhip 
wall be prized, as ſincere and affectionate; 
var tender boſoms your acquaintance 


long to repoſe their hearts ; and from: 


- 


wr iymnpathetc manner of entering in- 
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to their concerns, they will recerrc 
folation. 


But is there no danger of fnking nn 
infipidity by ſuch a behaviour |. 
the leaſt; if it be accompanied with 
thoſe other qualities which women 019); 
to cultivate. And what ſhould };-t 
the ſofteſt ſpirit of your ſex {1 
quiring, if ſhe will, any one viitu, 
accompliſhment proportionate to a 


city? It is poſhble indeed, that tuch ; | 
caſt of mind may be attended ih : 
reſolution in dithcultics, wic! 
durance of affliction, with let 

of wit, or leis force of undeiſtindin, 
but. by due pains taken with ier 4 


woman of this fort will, I porchen 
beyond all others, improve into tha! 10 
of character which we would!“ 

convince you is the molt beau 
female. There are, I will ach ede 


4 


now and then in tome ol 


Win 
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would, certain littie caprices, or lively 
[allies and ſtarts of humour, that are not 
un pleaſing on particular occaſions. But 
then they require to be bounded by de- 
cency, and blended with ſenſe; nor muſt 
the great principles of good affeftion be 
ever forgotten. 


_ Amongſt the many other advantages 
;cclulting from female meekneſs, I muſt 
not omit to mention how much it will 
conduce to Perſonal Attraction. As it 
commonly implies calm paſſions, fo it 
naturally produces, or happily promotes, 
wt ſerene manner which is always en- 


gaging, (a flutter never is) and which, 


meeting a ſentimental mind, refines very 
readily into a gracefulneſs of mien, more 
| than any that is acquired in gay 
inerblies, and to an obſervant eye much 
more alluring. Imagine a circle of hand- 
lome young women, where one is diſtin- 
puited above the reſt by a flowing yet 
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compoſed affability; by a meck i, 
and modeſt carriage, in which t 
pears no conſciouſneſs of beauty, 

turn upon herſelf, no ſtudy t 

the object of the company, no 
attention to her dreſs or perſon, 


”* — 


recollected air, - and ſtead regard 


about her; what ſuperior plette 
reſpect will her preſence necefia::;: 


—— ! — — —ꝛ 


ſpire! Suppoſe her, if you wil, 
ſilent, from a difpoſition to giv 


118 
— * 


to others who may {ſeem more deln. 


1 


— — — —-¼ — — RE T 
to a * . 


talking; will not her very vlence 


1 
| 
; 
| 
| 


— — — 


reſt? But when, on finding re: 
her to {hare in the diſcourſe, 
herſelf with that {weetneſs of voice vs 
often accompanics mild attecti 


A — 
a — — * 
- 


ſing in gentle unſtudied accents us! 
timents as are worthy of her charges“ 
leave you to gueſs the effech on + 
ceptible by-lLander. Alas! 1) 
what is all the momentary lufee 
continually labouring to give th: 
compared with the permanent | 
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» a lovely mind, breathing from them 
n agrecable converſation ! Let me add, 
where the grace of meckneſs has the foul 
in full poſſeſhon, it will be often ſeen 
beaming in the eyes with a bland ſenſi- 
zility, and ſporting on the countenance 
in placed ſmiles, more ſoſt than the ſofteſt 
vow of a ſummer evening ; eſpecially, 
when the mind 15 at any time exalted into 
lreher emotions of benigntty and joy, 


Or once more let us ſuppote, that afflic- 
ion has given to ſuch a face a caſt of 
Hlemnity and languor; it will ſtill re- 

a kind of ſober charm that is inex - 
prelibly affecting. In truth, beauty never 
touches the heart fo deeply, as when with 
ect unreluctant ſurrender it ſeems ready 
10 taint under the ſhock of misfortune, or 
thc load of ſorrow. But to proceed. 


would take the liberty to obſerve, that 
chliſtian meckneſs will be of particular 
ae to prevent the artful Behaviour i 
icquently complained of in women, and 
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in many inſtances ſo juſtly. The on 
plaint, I confeſs, comes with an 
from thoſe men, whoſe daily {14 
in one ſhape or another, to impo'- 67, 
ſex; nor can I doubt but man: 
latter would have mort fincertt 
others had leſs deſign: "They pro! 
think themſelves juſtified in bali 
by art; and from the ſcience of «<q 
and rehſtance, they are too pt toc 
to that of ſtratagem” and attack. 
marvellous indeed to what lengt is 
of them carry it, till they becon 
compoſitions of hypocriſy; wh 
ingenuous feeling is loſt, and every v 
look, motion, and minute procec. 17, 
a lye. Whether it be that Nate 
given them more ſubtilty, ort 
tion has taught them more d 
that their condition affords then 
leiſure to think of ſuck things, 
they are willing to make vp 
what they want in ſtrength ; 
it be owing to one, or to al: 
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cauſes, I know not: but the ſact is this, 
that there are very few men able to con- 
tend with a cunning woman in her own 


V 1 V 0 


Nevertheleſs, I muſt inform ſuch diſ- 
ſemblers, that cunning is not true ability; 
tis at beſt but left-handed wiſdom; it 

tles with it an obliquity, and an im- 
dotence, that a noble mind will, and that 
i capable one ought to deſpite, I need 
not fay, that it is diametrically oppoſite 
e che fimplicity of the goſpel, which 
adnüts our being wiſe as ſerpents,” 
only fo far as is conßſtent with our be- 
ing harmleſs as doves.” The maxims 
on virtuous prudence are comprehenſive, 
ind the who bas learnt, with an humble 
ccliance on heaven's direction, to apply 
them as occaſion requires, will never 
want the aſſiſtance of artifice. In ſhort, 
artihce is very often a feeble auxiliary, 


1 


auc almoſt conſtantly betraying thoſe 
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that truſt to it. Fond prepoſſeſſic 
unſuſpecting candour, may no dene 


— 


eaſily deceived by female diſgu e 
it is difficult to act a part long. Dig 
mulation will ſometimes let all the ; 5 


and he has not the ſpirit of a tan, 
does not abhor and ſcorn the detected 
poltor. Mean while, what a tat 
taſk is hers | How anxious, ignoble, 4 
wretched ! From this, my fair 
native goodneſs and chriftian sene 
will fave you. By being wh 
ought to appear, you will be vil. 
temptation of appearing what yo, 
not. An obliging converſation, 
deportment, will preceed front vou {tot 
as from a living fountain, Has 
bad paſſions to conccal, your tv 


and manners will be tranſparent. 1 


will be. your prompter, While n 


is your guard. In you Virtue wil! » 


her mildeſt aſpect, without conftr: 


without ſtudy. The baſcnets 
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barity of inviting and encouraging ad- 
ceſſes, which you mean not in the end 
to accept, you will avoid and deteſt, A. 
proffered heart you will refuſe with 
civility and gratitude, where you can- 
net return your own; or where you 
ran and ought, you will accept with 
generoſity and affection. Let me add 
upon the whole, that as every mode of 
ailllmulation is equally injudicious and 
unbecoming, fo ſhe will always be the 
moi! attractive, while ſhe is the only 
0n0urable character, who cultivates ge- 
nuing worth inſtead of artificial forms, 
1nd practiſes undiſſembled ſweetneſs in- 
ach of fictitious courteſy. 


ouch a one was Iſabella, che darling of 
who knew her. It is true, ſhe lived 
where virtue was not eclipſed, by for- 
"we, and where depravity of manners 
did not prevent- the admiration of ex- 
"lence, Her mind was very carly ac» 
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compliſhed ; it was that of a womiy, 
It thous 


when ſhe was yet but a child. 


in her face with a generous warmth, 4! 


at the ſame time a calm intelli”<1- 


ſeldom ſeen in a countenance fo your: 
it produced in her whole deportme:; 
mixture of ſoftneſs and dignity, ie! 
In comp. 


ihe alone did not perceive. 
the merits of others, not her own. 
gaged all her attention. She was 

pert. Her difidence kept her too 
quently filent: when ſhe ſpoke, 1: 


with ſweet fimplicity and {railing rely 
Her voice was melody itſelf, . 


that frivolous whine which 1s often 


caſioned by difſembling, and often 


affectation Amongit her intim 


* 
* 4. = 


\ & 
7 


{3 F 
* 14 * 


panions ſhe was ſprightly and pizy'u 


for them ſhe felt the enthuſtaſm off., 
ſhip. Her pen flowed in a ſtream o 


timent alike tender and exalted; 
the interpreter of her heart. Every 
becoming her ſtation, and conkiter:! 
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her years, ſhe fulfilled from inſtinct ſancti- 
hed. by piety ; a piety, m which meek- 
neſs ſtill preſided, Heaven beheld fo 
gentle a ſpirit with complacence, and 
ook her away from the evii to come; 
took her to itſelf, in all the purity of 
untainted virtue. She was ſeized on a 
ſudden : I then faw her : the was no way 
armed, Loung and beantiful, admired 
2nd happy, ſhe ſurrendered her foul with 
placid reſignation; ſhe ſmiled in her laſt 


moments; the ſmile remained on her 


- 


— 


ay-cold vilage for ſome time after the 
morming mind was fled. She was love- 
id pleaſant in her life, and in her 
cath an object of univerlal and af- 
Ieclionate Jamentation. Her little ſtory 
lurniſhes a proof, that ſentiment and meck- 
s conjoined, are ſuperior to all other 


alurements ; and that diſpoſitions at once 
mi and virtuous require neither d:tguile 
bas: ka * 

1 heghtening, 


U 2 


292 


1 preſume you know, that the language 
of inſpiration repreſents the internal h. 
racter under the notion of a pero: 
living form, which it ſtiles the le 
the New Man, according as the 
ciples of fin or of holincis have he 
By. the ſame figure of ſpeech. 
the inward graces and decorations 0! 
chriſtian are here termed * the hidden 


dart. 


SERMON w. 


* man, of the heart, in that 


„not £orruptible ,” to contraſt them 
that eorporeal beauty, and thoſe extern, 
embelliſhments, which are immedi. 
palpable” to the ſenies, and like then 
ject to decay and corruption. 
that St. Peter would call oft you. 

anxious attention from inferior, ot, 
and: ſhort-lived attractions, whetoer © 


ginal or. aſſumed, to ſuch as 
ſupreme value, being in their na! 


ritual and immortal. 
reſt there, 
latter 


4 1 
1 Hus 11 40 


Nor does he mph 
but farther recommen 
as highly Acceptable to your 
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e even the ornament of à meek and quiet 


© ſpirit, which is in the Gght of God of 
great price.“ 


Such a ſpirit, indeed, bears a ncar re- 
temblance to his own moiſt merciful and 
bleſſed attributes, to his well beloved Son 
and our divinely benevolent Saviour, tc 


thole good and happy creatures that con- 


ſlitute the angelic world, and to all the 


-xcellent ones of human kind, both on 
exrth and in heaven, that belong to the 
lame great family of love. Such a ſpirit 
proceeds directly trom the common parent, 
and cannot but be pleaing to its author. 
What fays St. James! $$ The wiſdom 


that is from above is firſt pure, then 


© neaccable, gentle, and caſy to be in- 


ercated, full of mercy and good fruits.“ 


4 * 


2 


ih are its effects. 


Lo cheriſh them in yourſelves let all 
he preceding conſidetations invite you; 


duch is the temper of chriſtianity, and 
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but above them all, be engaged by 
divine ambition of being approved hy | 
Sovereign Judge and Rewarder of ex 
lence. What can be added to fue 

argument; or what can we offer 1 
it, that will be any way anſ{werab! 
1ts ao ES To 5 788 beautiful 


wh of the A to k 5 
I may uſe the phraſe, as ſo mas 
and ſhining pillars into his temp 
low; while he contemplates each 
pleaſing aſpect, and purpoſes tc 
them in due time to his fanctuar: 
where they ſhall remain his ever! 
delight, as well as the never-coat::, 
miration of ſurrounding cherubim. 
Creator, what can equal ſuch -es 
and felicity? And can any of y. 
hearers, be fo deſtitute of every noble 
timent as not to aſpire after privileg 
theſe? Unmoved by ſuch ideas, c: 
turn away with impatience, aud 
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fcenes of dreſs and ſhow with tie fame 
ittle inglorious paſſions as before; prefer- 
rg to the appt robation. of the Eternal 
| gards from the ſillieſt mor 
Ei 0. 80 ſenſeleſs creature, 490 
boaſt of being admired by the buttertlies 
of a day: Sce what they will do for thee, 
when he whoſe favour thou neglecteſt, 
for ſuch things, ſhall cauſe thy 
beauty to conſume like a moth,” an! 


d heart to fink within thee like a fone, 


magination ſhudders at the thought of 


that day, when thou ſhalt enter, tremb- 
üng, forſaken and forlorn, thofe difinal 
gions Which the voice of aduJation cau- 
not reach, where nothing ſhall be heard but 
lounds of reproach, and blaſphemy, and 
wo; where, ſtript of every ornament 
that now decks thy body, and ftript of 
nat body itſelf, thy mind mult appear 
nen ſhelter or covering, all deformed 

ghaſtly, mangled with the wounds of 


gelpairing guilt, and diſtorted by the vio- 
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lence oi envenomed pathons, while demon 
mall mock at thy miſery, Save us, 


mighty Redecmer, fave theſe young pcop 
from a doom fo dreadful ! 


Would you concur to prevent it? 

gin with reſtraining the love of or. 
ment: or rather, turn that dange 
affection into a higher channel, and 
flower it will then become ſafe, 
noble. Here you will have ſcope jor ih: 
largeſt fancy. To the adorning of you 
charaQers we wiſh you to ſet no bonn 
In dreſhng the {oul for the company 
ſaints, of angels, of God himſelf 
cannot employ tov much time or thong“ 
In ſtudying and cultwating * the hi 
&« man of the heart,” you will eve, 
diſcover new charms, that will ung 
with age, bloom in ſickneſs, live in 
ſurvive the deſolation of the gane 
aſcend triumphant to the world f 
beauty, and continue to brighter 
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the ſmile of heaven for ever. In a word, 
all the belt beings in the creation, to- 
gether with the Creator himſelf, concur 
n loving and honouring a bcantcous 
mind, 


Nor is this a diſtinction, for which 


vou maſt contend with too many com- 
petitors Carry the paſſion for drefs al- 
molt ever io high, vou will till have the 
mortiſication to find forme one or other 
outſhine you in tafte, or in magnificence; 
but the palm of wiſdom you may bear 
away irom the preater part unenvied, 
if you will only allow them the ſuperio- 
city of faſhion. Oh! that 1 knew how 
o awaken on this ſubjech the ſpirit of 
ambition in thoſe who are fo prone to 
indulge it on = thouſand others. Happy 
preacher, couldſt thou behold thy hearers 
tiled with emulation to excel one an- 
ther, in all the modeit graces and mild 
.ccompliſhments that can adorn their lex! 
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298 SERMON XIV. 


Happy Britain, were this the re 
which Religion, with her whole bras 
Virtues, might rife into repute amen! 
thy children; in which thy ſons mig 
6 28 plants n U in their voutbh. 


| hy CC ano! \f 
and thy daughters as corner-ito; 


£6 poliſhed alter the fimilitude 
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CONCEUSION 


HE preacher can readily ſuppoſe, 
chat many things advanced on the 
ubject of Women, in the courſe of theſe 
Sermons, will be deemed by the gene- 
ality of his own fex too ſoothing, while 
oy the majority of yours many will bc 

of 


judged too ſevere; ſuch is the force 
prejudice on both ſides, That he him- 
k is quite impartial, it is impoſhble for 

He can only ſay, that 
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um to be certain, 
he has honeſtly endeavoured, according to 


the beſt of his capacity, to hold the ba- 
lance even. Throughout the whole, he 
2ad but one fingle point to ſtudy ; which 
was, to advance what he believed to be 
ue, and what he hoped at the fame time 
night be uſeful. He knew, and conſi- 
dered, that he is accountable at a higher 
bunal than auy upon earth. If he hos 
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wiſhed to pleaſc, it was from a ſolicitud- 
« for your good to edification. J* 
has happened to offend, it was with. 
malignity or deſign. He ſhould be 
to be counted your enemy, for telling 
the truth. But his concern in that 
would be for you, not for himſelf; — 
ambitious of your approbation, but he 
much more fo of his own. 


ths happieſt days having beer Chet 
paſt in the converſation of wome; 
worth and underſtanding, it is cert, 
that for ſuch he has ever entertained 
peculiar eſteem. He pretends not indes 
that even amongſt them he has fon 
any jewel without a law. But notwitt 
ſtanding their imperſections, juſtice ©, 
from him this teſtimony, that, When 
have in any tolerable degree approactcc 
to the ſtandard of what we bave {© vit- 
ſtyled Female Excellence, they have -; 
peared to him, with a few exceptions 

2 | 
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tavour of the other ſex, by far the de- 
vouteſt worſhippers, the warmeſt friends, 
and the moſt ſentimental as well as en- 
tortaining companions. W hat be has prin- 
cipally to lament is his meeting with fo 
ſmall a number, who have had elevation 
cnough to practiſe an entire ſimplicity of 
manners, ſenſe enough wholly to forget 
their perſons in the company of men, and 
meekneſs enough to be quite content when 
got the objects of immediate attention. 


it the preacher has endeavoured, upon 
che principles of candour, is account for 
ſome paſſions in the ſex that ſeem at firſt 
fight Jets innocent, or leſs excuſable; it 
was under the ſanction and impreſſion of 
that great Evangelical law, „Judge not, 
* that ye be not judged. For with what 
„Judgment ye judge, ye ſhait be judged: 
and with what meaſure ye mete, it 
„hall be meaſured to you again.“ If 
ne has addreſſed thoſe young perſons who 
med his audience, in a ſtyle of peculiar 
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tenderneſs, the reaſon, in plain terms, was 
becauſe he he felt it; nor does he thin, 
that either as a man, or as a preacher he 
ought to ſuppreſs, if he could, an affeticr 
which Nature has implanted, and wh. 
kept within proper bounds, Religion das 
not prohibit, 


If he has attempted to inſinuate 
ſtruction under the ſmiles of com 
cence, or to enforce admomtiion wick 
fervours of friend{hip; fay, ye cen} 
of the age, is he really to blame? 
an auſtere countenance the proper fac. © 
zeal, or a diſtant formality the genic, 
marke of holineſs? To diſguſt by rude- 
neſs, or to diſcourage by rigour-—is tht 
the way to win fouls { Was it the 
of the Apoſtles, or of their Mili: 
Merciful Saviour | what words can 
thy benignity, into whoſe lips grace 
poured, who didſt “ not break the br 
© reed, nor quench the fmoaking fi, 
whote character was like that 
GEES 8 


CONCLUSION. 205 


Father, love? I touched before on the 
| fpjrit that breathed in his teaching: let 
me juſt add here, that his parables, which 
made ſo great a part of it, were pointed 
to the imagination no leis than to the 
heart ; preſenting the ſtrongeſt pictures of 
5 and nature, at the ſame tirne that 

cheſe very means they impreſſed che 
"ble leſſons of piety and truth. T 
peak in general, will any one fay, that 
the ſeverity of cenſure muſt never be 
ſoftened, nor the awfulneſs of ſolemnity 
tempered z not even when the preacher 
nas the Youthful and the Gay for his 
hearers? Thoſe ſurcly are ſtrangers to 
true- Wiſdom, who ſuppoſe her monitions 
incompatible with chearful images or joy- 
ful ideas; ſurely thoſc are unacquainted 
with the human mind, who hope to re- 
form its errors, without conciliating its 
affections, or think that the tutoring ot 
terror alone will produce the love of 
goodneſs, 


— os 


— 


notion of a Learned Lady; and the Vi, 
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In ſome ſentiments which I have «© 
fered to your conſideration, I ſhould no: 
be furprifed if J have been taxed vi, 
idle refinement. We live in an 
when whatever is held by the Few moſt 
ſolid and valuable, is by the Many 
rided as vitionary, or decried as infig:; 
ficant. In the preſent age an accomplit 

ed female is apt to be ſhunned under | 


tuous Woman of the Proverbs would 
in danger of being ridiculed : 
poſition of affectation. In this age 
ſubject of dreſs and ornament, Jam 
to acknowledge, is better underftood 
formerly; but in theſe how citci 


given up to Jevity or faſhion, to 
competition or miſtaken appearance ! 
this age the ſtrictneſs of female decor, 
and the retirings of female referve, mu! 
expect to be conſtrued into ignorante 
the world, if not into hypocritica! 
of female ſanctity. In this polite 
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J had almoſt aſked, where is the man 
that believes any woman to. be modeſt 
heart; and where is the woman that 


dares to be ſuperior to the foilies of her 


ex? A paſſion exalted by generoſity, aud 


ined by ſentiment, in which the man, 


not the equipage, was regarded, in which 
the higheſt gratiſications of ſenſe were 
the loweſt objects of affection—ſuch a 
paſſion is now contidercd by the generality 
as romance. Such lovers might exiſt in 
the days of vid, or poſhbly may be yet 
found in the obſcurity of retreat; but 
in the gay world, where all is tainted 
with ſenſuality, and facrificed to ſhow, 
hay would appear too ungenteel to be 
telpectable, and too inſipid to be happy. 
lere, alas, how ev have the fortitude 
to live to their own hearts, the worth 
o cultivate the joys of friendſhip, or the 
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out to ſcek conjugal felicity in con- 


jugal eſteem! Amidſt the hurry and dif- 


Epation of diverſtons, the profligacy or 


nßignificance of play, the futility or 1ti- 
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volouſneſs of formal viſiting ; what 
gard or what room is leſt for ſelf-poſſeſſicn 
or mutual confidence, for rational con. 
verſation or improving ttudy, for 11: 
plealing cares of a family, or that amiable 
mixture of minds without which foci. 
life is modiſn diſguiſe or mean indulgence : 
Is it neceſſary to add, how icanty a por: 
tion of time is now given to private 
votion; how little the ſabbath is ma 
a day of reſt from the toil of pleaſure; 
or the tumult of paſſion; and ti» 
banter from the Jicentious of both cas 
{he is expoſed, who would fill up «© 
duties of that day with feriquſncis, 
verence, and conſtancy? Let me on 
jubjoin, that the modes of breeding 10 
eſtabliſhed for young women are (: 
that compoſure and foftneſs are bar. 
deemed confiſtent, that a demcanour 1 
fectly attentive is in hazard of paſhny '' 
want of vivacity, and. a temper thoroug 
meek for want of ſpirit, 
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But what are you to infer from all 
this? That you muſt © follow a mul- 
« titnde to do evil,” or retingquiſh Wile 
dom, hecaute ſhe is renounced by fools 2 
No. - She ſtill continues to be © juſtified 
of her children ;” and be aſſured, my 
dear auditory, that thoſe very fools ſhall 
be forced one day to acknowledge her 
worth, A few ſhort years rolled awav, 
and this gaudy ſcene will difappear. 
Where are now many of the miſerable 
flutterers, that we have ſeen fret their 
hour on the ſtage of Vanity? Doctrine 
like this They too once deſpiſed as idle 
refinement, or difreliſhed as nauſcous dul- 
neſs. Do ye imagine they are of the 
ſame mind ſtill? How, think ye, will it 


appear to yourſelves in the decrepitude 


- of age, and on the bed of death? By 
what ſtandard ſhall you then wiſh to have 
regulated yourſelves; by that of reafon- 
able women and virtuous behevers, or by 
the manners and maxims of a diſtracted 
and degenerate age? 
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Againſt the latter let me warn you, by 
every thing that 15 prudent and good, by 
all that can promote the importance ©! 
your ſex, the reformation of ours, and the 
happineſs of both ; let me warn vou, 
the name of your country, in the name of 
your poſicrity, in the name of God! Zut- 
fer not Folly to deceive or Flattery to abut, 
you. The time cannot be very diſtant, 
at which beauty ſhall fade as 2 flowers 
by the courſe of nature: the period ma; 
be ncar at hand, when it ſhall ſhrink a: 
once, under the violence of diſcaſe. Hen 
ever you may try to forget it, life 1: 
uncertain: and when thoſe eyes, n: 
full of lucid ſpirit ſhall fink in _darknc 
when that complexion, now bright and 
blooming, ſhall die away into a livid . 
and men ſhall turn with horror from tholc 
features which they behold at preſent with 
delight; what will the world avail you, 0: 
the world's applauſe? Death, my den 
hearers, Death is no courtier; 


ſhow you to yourſelves as you call, 
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are, diveſted of every external decoration 
and ſkin-deep allurement. If deſtitute of 
mental acquiſitions and moral grades, the 
unfading luſtre of an enlightened foul, 
e the hidden and incçorruptible man of 
ce the heart;” what will it avail you that 
you are now fair and flattered? The re- 
3 Of mY the popularity of polite- 

refs, the protelnon of piety itſclf, will in 
that conjuncture "Ye alike ineffectual, It 


is only the retroipect of capacity well em- 


* J. — g. , f » 2 ＋ 19 1 2 2 Fo % £Þ 
ployed, the conſciouſneſs of benevolence 


worthily cxerted, and the principles ot 


faith and hope poſſefling the. mind, that 


will then tupport and gladden it. 


Where there is nothing but a picture of 
virtue, or 2. few ſhadowy qualities that 
may {ubuſt without any real excellence, 
death Will hide them for ever in the lab 
of deſpair. The Diackneſs Of darkneſs 
will cloſe upon the naked and wander ring 
choſt; while its loathſome remains are con- 


ned to oblivion and putrefactiom in the 
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priſon of the grave, with the proſpect g 
a worſe doom hereafter. But where there 
is a living image of true goodneſs begun 
in this ſtate, death will deliver it wit 
ſafety into the finiſhing hand of Eternity 
to be produced with every mark of h. 
nour in the open view of heaven ; where 
ns now mortal partner, reſcued from th: 
diſhonours of the duit, and brighten: 
into the Traces of eternal youth, ihn!“ 
rejoin it in triumph, to fuffer the pang ©! 
ſcparation no more.—Everlaſting Jchovat 
what a crown of joy will it confer ure 
the preacher in that day, ſhould this lit. 
ſervice be rewarded with the refexion «/ 
having contributed to the ſalvation or in 
provement of any of theſe young peri; 
whom he now addreſſes! If ever +1: 
ear Was open to my cry, hear me, 
Lord, h“ me, in their behalf, W 
cannot thy ſpirit perform, perform by 
weakeſt hand! May that fpiric ** 161! 
te them unto the day of redemption !'—- 
At that glorious period, may I meet y 
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all amongſt © the redeemed of the Lord; 
happy to ſee you ihining, with immortal 
ſplendor, in “ the general aſſembly and 
% church of the firſt-born;“ tranſported 
to think, that I ſhall live with you for 
ever; and joining in the gratulations cr 


your feilow angels around the throne of 


6 clothe you with the garments of ſalva- 


tion, and cover you with the robe of 


Go, when he ſhall in the ſight of ail 


„ righteouſncis, as a bridegroom is deck- 
«Kd with ornaments; and as a2 bride is 


VINE OS 3 77 A 2 
« adorned with her jewels.” Amen. 
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